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CURSE OF ULRICA. 


i§T. ^C, 



CHAP. XII. 


They do not sleep : 

... agnsly band^ 

i ‘’oe them .sit; they linger yet, 

Avengers of their native landy 

.Ir dreadul harmony thoy join, 

And weave with bloody hands the tissue of thy line 

Gray, 


( The guard room of the cai^em, Adol- 
phus is in the attitude of silenter,J 

I 

Tirst Guard, (Rubbing his hands io- 
gether J Ha! it is very cold! 

Second Guard, I' wish this night was 
over. 

First Guard. Otter delays so long— 
an half hour is already gone by. 
voLtoiii. B Second* 
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Second Guard. Yes, at the least: 
but Otter is your man for a quick 
message. 

First Guard. Hark! listen to the 
stor.m! 

c 

Third Guard. It is a dark tempos- 
, tuous night I 

Fourth Guard. I have the longest 
way home of you all. 1 envy those 
who have snug births in the castle. 

Second Guard. But the devil’s in’t 
if your horse won’t fly with you home. 

Fourth Guard. Ay 1 it is good to 
ride like the'wind when neither wav 
nor track is seen I—but my horse is 


Fifth Guard, I would wager the 
speed of Balder against him. But 
what signifies his speed compared with 
the evil Nornies:* Vblood! my heart 
turns ice when I hear their cry pur¬ 
suing m6 on the heath ! 

. Adolphus 


* Vide Note at the end of the volurjc. 
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Adolphus. (In a hud tone) Have* 
iiiercy ! Oh God !* have mercy upibn 
me! 

First Guard* (Softly) Hush ! he 
prays! 

Second Guard* And every one of 
you here has a yife at home, who re¬ 
ceives you when you knock at the 
door, and warms you in lier arms, 
and chases away the isicles with 
kisses, when you lie frozen on her 
bosom. • 

Third Gimrd* And why do not you 
alsOjUlfsax, look out among the daugh¬ 
ters of the land, which has supplied 
so many warm breasts, so many soft ' 
arms ? Haste thee, I shall help you to 
a wedding! ha! ha! lia! 

Fourth Guard* A bumper to Ulf- 
sax's bride! 

All cry out iogefiier* Bravo! bravo, 
the bride ! (TJiey drink) 

(A knock at the door*) 

« B S First ^ 
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First Guard. Here comes Otter at 
last. ' • , 

Adolphus. My God ! do not desert 
me in this hour of trial! 

It was Otter who entered, bearing 
in his hand the warrant for the im¬ 
mediate execution of Adolphus. 

The guards took up their arms. 
Adolphus was placed in tlie centre. 
Three of them preceded him with 
pine torches. Otter led the way down 
the vaulted passage. They opened 
before him a little door. Pale and 
haggard, Adolphus staggered after 
them. Tliey let him down tlirough a 
small, trap-door : the guards followed, 
silent'as death. Sadly their footsteps 
sounded through the vault; and more 
sadly tlie melancholy echoes which re¬ 
plied to them. Tiiey descended twenty 
steps ; a key turned iji a lock ; an iron 
door opened j ihe^^ came now into a 
littloi cell, small, close, and dark; 

there 
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there.stood in it ttvo strangers, whose 
ngures and countenances were con¬ 
cealed by the folds of their large cloaks. 
The plumage of their military Jiiead- 
dress shaded the expression of their 
eyes. Another stranger stood with 
an axe in his hand ; he held a white 
unfolded cloth, which he now gave to 
one of the that with it they 

iiiignt bind the eyes of Adolnhus. 
ic oaivi jcxiiuipiius, 1 am a 

soldier ; I have . so often beheld 

“ death, to me he is not terrible.^' 

He looked round him once more— 

piety and I'csignation were painted in 

p # 

his countenance as the red gl^a n of 
their torches fell on it! Bear wit- 
‘‘ ness,’’ exclaimed he, “ to my last 
“ wwds: I am about to suffer for an 
** unknown crime. I am ignorant of 
what* they lay Tto my charge—!• am 
innocent—^hut bear ye witness, I 
“ freely forgive my enemies, and I . 

B 8 “ pray 
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pray that my blood may not,come 
upon them*” 

“ Nor ujpon us,” cried out the 
, guards, deeply affected, 

** N6| not upon you,” replied Adol- 
phus. 

Certainly, certainly,” cried the 
guards. ** this man dies the death of 
the just!” 

Who dares to murmur ^ 

Otter furiously. 

The guaife remained silent. Adol. 
phus now bared his neck and bosom : 
he prepared for the fatal stroke. The 
guafds knelt down, took off their hel* 
mets,-iand prayed in silence. The ex^ 
ecutioner stood with uplifted axe, with 
liis eye fixed on die two strangers: he 
awaited the dread signal. One of 
them was now observed to tremble 
•rntb great emotion. ‘ He appi cached 
nearer to Adolphus, and whispered in 
* his ear—a moment, and your soul 

passes 
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passes into eternity. With life th^a 
“ hasft no longer a concern—tell me, 
thou that standest on the edge of 
tlie grave, where hast tljou Conceal* 

ed Edda?*' • , 

* • 

Adolphus now knew It was the 
voice of Wildellrand, and he replied^ 
Why troublest thou me, Wildebraiid, 
in this solemn hour ? I have for* 

‘‘ given all my enemies...-why do you 
“ awake my soul to hatred ? I wojuld 
** pray and make my peaoe with hea* 

“ ven.” 

The strange White Cross Knightt 
who stood in the back part of the cell^ 
now appro&lted Adolphus: It is ' 
fitting,” said he, that the con- 
** detnoed should pray according to bis 
own < forms, without lUtenuption# 
Although the laws of our brother* 
hood do not^rmit us to allow Jhim 
** a confessoj^ yet may die a Ca- 

B if tholic 
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*^Hholic without the presence of a, 
“ jpriest,” 

A Catholic!... a .Priest!”... ex- 

• T - / * 

claimed -^dphus in scorn—“ I die 
“ ajjiijheran—bear ye all witness—I 

“ die a Lutheran 

*» ' '( 

“ This must be cieferred,” cried 
the stranger, who appeared now to 
take part with Adolphus. 

' “ The orders of the council most 
“ bj0 obeyed/* cried Otter and Wil- 
debrand, speaking, tpgetber. 

“ The orders/* cried the stranger, 

“ ^canifot be obeyed without ipe, and 
‘f they shall not until I ma^e a report 
“ of iliis unforeseen cij^fcitmstance to 
“ the council- It is Adplphui^ of Mor-, 
“ uer the Catholic who is condemned, 

B ' 

“ aiid not Adolphus the Lutheran/* 

“ 1 denpunce you,*' cried Wilfle- 
brand, addressing the "W^hitCu Cross 
J^ght,:,« as a tiaitor^ and you,” 

. . cripd 


f 
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•c^ed lie, tuynitig •to the guards, I 
“ cornmand to take him into custody* 
“ And now let this' man be executed 
“ in obedience to the orders of yow 
chief/’ V'* *, 

The guards now rose from the floor 
of the vault Tv^ere they had l^en 
kneeling, and ‘a wild murmilr ratf 
thjOugh them. 

^ ** Touch but a hair of his head,” 
cried the strange knigjit, addressing 
the guards, “ then tremble ^d et^ 
** pect the vengeance of your chief, 
Tigerhielm. For me, I deliver my*- 
“ self up tfb jrou as a prisoner. Let 
this'man b6 remaUded ; thefi.con- 
‘‘ diict me to the council—I am pre- 
** plir^d to defend what I now pro- 
“ pose;” - 

A murmur now arose in favour of 
Adolphus, and the guards cried^out 
with one voibe, reprieve him! re- 
“ pfieve him!” ? 

B 5 Wildebrandj 
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Wildebrand, almost cpnvulsed with 
rage, desired them to obey his orders. 
Otter approached them and succeeded 
in pacifying them. Wildebrand, whohad 
deceived the council in representing 
Adolphus as a Catholic, (which the 
unexpected declaratibn of Adolphus 
himself added strength to when he de¬ 
scribed himself as the son of a Cathglic 
partizan) now exulted in the triumph 
ivhich his superior authority had given 
him over "that White Cross Knight 
who had endeavoured to save the life 

J -V- 

of the unfortunate captive. The guards 
were reduced to obedience—the vic- 
tiiH qMb more bowed his head to the 
fatal stroke~the headsman lifted the 

axe—the signal. 

But before the fatal signal was giv¬ 
en, a White Cross Knight rushed into 
the 'narrow cell. His countenance told 
Q dreadful tide—bis feelings seemed 
top iDigbiy for utterance he cried 

aloud 


V 
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.aloud, tJieJire damp !—tJteJire damp t* 
“ —the mine is on fire ! !’* 

At that dreadful sound universal 
consternation prevailed-—a,sudden and 
a dreadful death menaced them, all* 
But Adolphus looked round upon the 
sti:ange knight^he knew the voice—y 
it was Conrad’s! He saw him^but for 
a moment, for the lights were extin¬ 
guished to prevent the danger of the 
fire-damp exploding. The fear^ ‘of 
dcath^ the desire of sfilf-preservation, 
animated them all. They rushed to¬ 
wards the open air, where alone they 
might find safety j and even Wilde- 
brand, in that moment forgetting^ his 
prisoner, his love, and his revenge, 
was the foremost in endeavouring to 
escape by the shortest passage. 

To Adolphus it appeared a dream- 
in one. short moment to be so near 

j • 

eternity—dwu axe Uplifted—awaiting 
the fatal signal, and now his execu- 

B 6 tioners 
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tioners flying for their lives, and his. 
miraculously saved. He pondered for 
a momti^t on his extraordinary situd- 
tion — that^ terrible scourge pf those 
wh(^, minister to the passions of man- 
" kind, and who are obliged to dwell in 
the bowels of the ea^Jh, was noten- 


tSfely unknown to him—fired some- 
by the slightest flash of light, 

" and floating in clouds of destruction 
over tlie heads of its victims. Tlie 
’ flre^dainp was hs sudden and as terri¬ 
ble as li^tning in its effects ; life was 
instaifCaifeously extinguished by its ex- 
plotdrm, and after each shock the dead- 
"ly vftuodr pursued its coiirse until it 
was agrdn kindled, and again blasted 
all in its path* 

Awlphus felt round the walls of 
his narrow feell; he found he was alone. 


He reached the door, which stood 
J0en. and stole qaietly .Up* thlfe steps. 



He raised the trap-door cautiously, but 


' even 
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, even in the farthest , pass^e he cQuldr 
(iiscern no %ht. * He advanced along 
this passage^ feeling his way at every 
step. A hand now seized his, and 
locked It in its grasp. A^plphils 
started back, and would have struggled 
with the stranger. You cannot es* 
“ cape me—^ybur neck is^ uncovered, 
“ your bosom is bare. You are he that 
“ was condemned,’* . . - 

“ I have heard that voice before,** 
-exclaimed Adolphus jbyfylly^ “ in the 
“ forest of Boheijiia !*’ 

“ It is the Count !** exclaimed Con¬ 
rad, “ and I have succeeded! I be- 
“ held yt)u* in the guard-room, and 
made a vow to deliver ygi} 'or die. 
“ *Twas I raised that iuiaginary fire- 
“ damp, wllicli is here the subject of 
“ so much dread. It has succeeded 
“ beyond oiy, expectation. 1 have 
“ waitwjUl^^re u»tU itiey all passed me. 
“ You have not a moment to. lose, if 
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we would escape from thia den j for 
** when they discover the deceit I 
have put upon thera^ I can,expect 
f* 230 mercy” 

% 'Con.rad now grasped Adolphus by 
tlie Hand and guided him through the 
intricate ways of this place, with which 
he was well acquainted.:^ AU was dark 
and §ilen^ in the passage of the prison, 
for every lamp had been extinguished 
wlien the alarm of the fire-damp had 
been’spr^d.^ . , Conrad whispered to 
Adolphus that it ,was necessary that 
he should ^yance for a few paces to 
observe whether the sentinel was at his 
post in the adjoining passage, and to 
take the'^opportunity of passing the end 
of it when hi| back was towards them. 

few minutes. his hand was 
grasped again, and he was led forward 
in silence. * . r * . 

Speak,” cried i^dolpfewe^ “ aro 
« we. past the sentinel-ri^ there any 

** further 
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. “ further obstacle to our escape, Coni 

AS 

‘‘Yes V* was uttered softly- 

“ I do not hear thee, Conrad,'* said 
Adolphus; “you may now raise yOur 
“ voice; and do not press my hand 
“ so hard." 

Coni'ad, as Adolphus thought, thrust 
open a door in the passage, but to his 
utter dismay he was thrown with force 
on the floor of the Oell, which he re¬ 
cognized as his fbnfier«dungeon, by 
the wretch who had betrayed his * 
hopes, and whom he now discovered 
to be the brutal and ferocious Otter! 

“ ThoiS wilt escape now, I warrant^*' 
cried Otter insultingly, “ an<f Conrad 
“ too; but his life shall pay for his 
“ treason. And thou, enjoy the few 
“ moments which are left to you, for 
“ they will bo your last." 

Otterthen fa^ened the door of his 
dungeon, and left Adolphus, to his 
• reflectiorijf. 
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reflectfe!^*. It naw appeared to Adol- 
phuft but too certain, that this detnon 
must have overheard Conrad and him¬ 
self discoursing in the passage. He 
seized'the opportunity which Conrad's 
momentary absence offered him, and 
to stratagem he was irfdebied for the 
success which force might not have 
given him. For Adolphus, with Con¬ 
rad's assikance (the alarm having dis¬ 
persed the guards,) would certainly 
have ovfei’power^d him. The appear¬ 
ance of Conrad in such a place seemed 
to him* very extraordinary ; and he 
found it impossible to give* to thi^ 
riiystery^'any satifefhctory solution. He 
feared that the threats of Otter might* 
be too soon-realizedand while he 
grieved for the'fete of Contad he pre¬ 
pared for' his OWI». JHe waited with 
trembling expectation in this perilous 
—eveH'y distant'sigh 
bf tbe‘*win4>^ breathing vthwiugh the 
, i subterranean 
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•subterranean ruins of the cloister-pri¬ 
son, sftunded in his*ears like tbe cry of 
his enemies ;—he bent himself to the 
earth, and listened to the various noises, 
of the pight;—his ear drank in 
sound;—the mine below extended to 
an immense wiiJlth on every side^pd 
touched the very foundations of the 
cloister-prisons :. it magnified every 
sound in a very awfuM manner^ * The 
shutting of distant doors shook; the. 
place like peals of fhunden, The 
voices of the guards, who wefe 
inebriated, singing the wild -chorus of, 
some warlike ballad, were s^etimes. 
lieard in tRe pauses of the storm. The* 
hoUow echoes of the mine replied to 
them, like the deep toned aspirations 
of more tlian mortal ^^ounds. The 
regular tread of the distant sentinel 
shook •Adolphua with alarm, for ^ he 
itnagined?t?nery mSment that*he heard 
footsteps approaching his dungoom 

• Exhausted^ 
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Exhausted and worn out with his' 

% • 

fears> after watching anxiously for an 
hour he stretched himself on the floor 
of his loathsome cell. Onedeep-toned 
stroke proclaimed the hour after mid¬ 
night. Adolphus started: it was the 
hoiu^of appointment wkh his unknown 
correspondent, whom his fears had to¬ 
tally banished from his mind until this 
moment* With" a rapid glance of his 
mind he fixed on the stranger, who 
had wished to de/ei his execution, as 
the author of the mysterious billets, 
orpetitaps Conrad, who had the means 
of Saving him. He now heard an ap- 
pfoachipg step in the ; it was 

light and meaBaredi like one who 
treads in fear. The lirfts of his dun¬ 
geon were withdrawn slowly and cau¬ 
tiously. Addphus raised himself up 

on his bed of straw and fixed cn the 
< 

door an eye of ans^ous ecspbctation. 
The door opened and in darted a &- 

fnale. 


4 
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iiwJe. Adolphus *was struck dumb 
witli astonishment when he beheld 
Christina. She started like one who 
recoils from a loathsome regtile. 

Wretched man!” she exclaifned, 
“ you are not h^ whom I seek,” 

Christina, ^ave me, Christina!^’ 
cried Adolphus mournfully, 

“ Heavens! the Count,” she re- 
plied, and condemned to sufler 
** dpath !** ^ 

“Periiaps withm an ftourr* said 
Adolphus, 

You must be saved !” she replied 5 
then, after a moment’s reflexion, she 
said, « I will save yon. Hush^” she*' 
continued, ** I hear an approaching 
** footstep : wo*tre lost,” 

Christina retreated behind the door; 
Adolphus threw himself instantly on 
his straw, and feigned to be asleep. 
The seurmei who* guarded 'the ad¬ 
joining \passage now appeared at the 

door I 
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door of t hcdungepn. AdolphusvI 

sibly trembled in every joint; while 

Christina was ready tp taint. 

Ha! Ji^asaid the sentinel, I 

” thought I saw a light streaming 

down the passage; but I am fortu- ^ 

“ nate, for the bird iS not flown. I 

“ warrant he dreams of death. How 

he pants! poor devil! Confusion 

** to their forgetfulness; why did they 

not take care to fasten his door^' 

** lytarry, x\»^pei t was near paying for 

« their negligence.” 

, On%aying this Rupert drew the door 

after him, closed the bolts, and march¬ 
ed off. to his post. Chi*tina clasped 
her hanjds wildly together; “ merciful 
« heavens,” she cxclaftned, “ we are 
“ undone! My powers extend not 
“ to the sentinels ; and thy foe »\Vil- 
“ d^raud now commands in the 
<c mine. * If thi-3^ ^tve the^hl^rm, w^e 

“ are lost past redempiidto. I .came, 

“ hitltcr 
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“ hither with the intention of giving • 
“ •libei^y to my brt)ther, who is now 
** recovered frjjm his wounds; he has 
“ been imprisoned some time in one 
“ of these dungeons j fortunately as* 

“ it appeared for you, I have by softie 
mischance, mistaken the particular 
“ dungeon, in which they have con- 
“ fined him. From a long and inti- 
“ mate acquaintance with this place, 

AW 

“ I am in possession of the secret pas- 
“ sages which wind through the bolm* 

“ daries of this dread cavern. I have 
‘‘ here a master key which would have 
^ overcome all the obstacles to our es* 

“ cape. Oiy way lies in quite an . 
“ opposite direction from whefe the 
wary Rupert jJ^nds. Jf we had in- 
stantly quit^d the dungeon, we 
“ might easily have avoided his ob- 
“ servation; and it would have been 
‘5 imposs^d^for hun to have foItWred 
us. But now/^ sai(^^h4 cas{ing a 
• ‘ look • 



c< ^ 

THE CORSt 

look of horror towards the door, “ all 
' is lost indeed 1 "For this I v^as not 
** prepared* 

Have you no hopes, then ?” de- 
inai\ded Adolphus, sighing. 

Alas! noncy** she replied $ they 
will find us here together wlien they 
visit your cell to-morrow. I have 
no fears for myself; but my assis- 
“ tance will then become of no avail. 
^ I shall tremble for you and Carl.’* 
Carl repeated Adolphus, “ why 
“ is he. *,. ** 

•‘‘^Confinedin these prisons,’* added 
Christina, as I told you.** 

A-dplphus now on refl#»ctIon repress¬ 
ed his ^astonishment and curiosity on 
Carl*s account; he continued for some 
time musing with his' eyes bent on 
tl>e ground. ** Have you ever heaiil^** 
lie demanded, ♦* of the unhappy pri- 
Jjppner who ws cenfinedjiajj^is very 
** duijgeon ? ^is fate was a very re- 

markable 
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‘‘ maikable one. Have you ever heard ' 
“•the,name of Gus?taf.*' *** 

“ Ah ! in this dungeon !^’ cried 
Christina with a shriek, interrupting 
him. ^ 

“ Yes,” cried Adolphus, “ and I 
“ now feel strongly convinced that he 
“ made his escape from this very dun^ 
“ geon. Here are manuscripts writ- 
“ ten by him. I found them beneath 
“ this bed of straw. Read them, and 
“ give me}'our opinion/ ^ 

Chiistina grasped them eagerly: 
Adolphus pointed out to her attention 
the remarkable passage in. which be 
seems to •describe his escape: — 
“ Sixteen from the bottom, anS* six* 

“ teen across,” repeated Christina; I 
“ am acquainted,^* said she, with al- 
“ iili^st alt the different forms which 
“ ingenuity has devised and art ac- 
“ compli^^d^to elude the eye of^sus- 

^ “ picion. 
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picion. If there is a secret passage 
hereabouts, I think I ‘ shall be able 
“ to discover it; and that such a one 
** exists, this writing leads me to hope/* 
Her eye now sparkled with moreth^ 
her ;usual fire ; her beautiful form was 
dilated with courage ^nd energy ; and 
she appeared no longer the timid and 
melancholy Christina, but every nerve 
seemed braced to execute her purpose 
vdth daring resolution. She fixed on 
the wall at' thfe back of the dungeon 
for her trial. She exhibited extraordi¬ 
nary^ patience in this investigation. 
She counted sixteen paces every way; 
then pixteen hands. Sh^ exhausted 
every known measure, but always with 
the same disappointment. She then 
counted sixteen stones from the bot¬ 
tom, and sixteen horizontally fronilthe 
right, with no- more success: she tried 
the same on the left.— 

^ ^ « Oh! 
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’ . Oh! heavensrl** she exclaimed/ 
‘‘ it is here !” 

Slie now pointed out to the atteu* 
tioii of Adol^us th^sixteenth stpne $ 
iSy pressing it with force the stone 
turned as if on%an axis ; on the back 
of it there appeWed a small iro;a nng* 
Adolphus, under the direction of 
Christina, pulled the ring toward him. 
A part of the wall, wliich seemed set 
i%a solid frame, now •opened like a 
door, and discovered a small niche. 
Adolphus took the lamp from its si¬ 
tuation, and exap^ined the niche. In 
a corner of stones which had 

composed the front of the wall had 
fallen down, and to the horror of 
Adolphus and Christina, they beheld 
th^emains of the body of a female, 
whicli appeared to have been built up 
in the very body. g£ the ^wall. *The 

^ Ik 

gannentB of a nun, torn m'shreds^^^d 
rotten,with moths and damp, still 

VOL. III. c _ clung 
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clung around this skeleton. . Some 
parts of the body presei'ved a \vonder- 
-ful freshness: the eyes^seemed orbi- 
icuter and of a horny substance j the 
fece ^ars not entirely destitute of co¬ 
lour, but the lips had^^fallen away, and 
two rows of teeth protruded of a daz- 
scling whiteness: her dark raven hair 
-had grown to an amazing length and 
touched the ground; tlie hands were 
crossed upon‘the bicast, nothing re¬ 
mained of them but the wlirte bones 
of the fingers, which jet seemed to 
embrace one anothdr. 

This is a horrid exclaimed 

„ c 

Christina, ** but here is an inscrip- 
tion.’’ At the feet of the skeleton 
lay a lit tie bofw’d, which appeared to 
have been nailed on the wall which 
had enclosed the^ unhappy victim. 
The THfscription was wr^gji in morik- 
ish.Latin wliich Ad.djjhus translated 
Tor Christina ars follows. * 

** Pray 

1 
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• Pray for the'aoul of Gertrude^ 

« pray for rthe remission of her sins! 

She wass^tenced by the chapter to 
“ descend sBve to ,^this tomb^ Tvhich 
“ contains her body her soul is flu& 
fering the punishment of .the dark 
sin she committed in brei&ing her 
“ vow of chastity, at the solicitation 
ot’Sigismund the Cruel, Count of 
Morner* Pray for the soul of Ger- 
‘‘ trudel’* • 

Another of Sigismund's crimes 
come,to light,** said Adolphus. 

“ I have heard it related,** said 
Christina, »“,by my old. nurse, who* 
“ was well versed in all i1$i ancient 
** legends which told of the horrors 
« of this place, that in Sigismund*s 
t^e a secret way was worked with 
incredible labour to the vorv cell 

• • S8 0 

where ^tbejniuns were immured ^ve 
** to expiate the same crime for which 
** this^unfortunate,** said she, pointing , 

c 2 , , to. 
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' * 

to the remains of (jertrude, ** suflereS- 
A lady of noble rank| who was sus- 
pected by her relatij|^ of harbour- 
“ ing a passion for ^Ijgismund, was 
« confined by them in the cloisters of 
** St. Bridget and wjjls forced to take 
the veil; she was seduced by the 
** artful Sigismund, and to effect her 
deliverance, this secret thannel was 
cut from one of the galleries of tl^e 
“ mine, which unknown to the sister- 
** liood, ^extended beneath the very 
•* foundations of the cloister. She 

I < 

** had been confined, they say, for two 
da;jrs^without food, befioie the miners 
** ^broke through the walls of her cell; 
“ her life was saved with difficulty, 
Sigismund made her change her 
** name, and while he lived she con- 
** tinned his favorite mistress. If my 
^||fopes are not deceivin^gjue, would 
fain persuade myself* we are now 
** in* that very cell from wh’ch the 

fair 
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** fair mistress of Sigismund was 
•^‘.rescued* .Ascetid into the niche; 
explore it, Count,^ on every side, 
whilst I shall on my knees oflfer up 
** prayers fo#your success.” 

Adolphus instantly leaped up into 

the niche and Christina reached him 

« 

the lamp. Afber a considerable delay 
he returned with a joyful countenance^ 
and informed Christina that he had 
fpund a passage which he had epn- 
trived to penetrate with conside!&ble 
diflSculty. Christina on Iffearing this 
took a piece of chalk and inscribed on 
the floor some strange Runic clharac- 
ters, the meaning of which was not 
intelligible to Adolphus ; she, then 
ascended into the niche and care« 
fully closed the secret door,and turned 
the stone, so that no appearance on 
the wall indicated the means by which 
tliey had escaped from the dungeon. 
A very ftari6w aperture presented itself 

c 3 * in 
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.in the niche. Adolphus led the way 
and carried the Jampthey werp 
obliged to creep ou' their hands aiid 
feet. At first they met with many 
obstacles, the boards whi<Siwere placed 
across the top of the passage hofl in 
many places become decayed from age 
andi fallen down } the ^arth and sto^wt 
had folteWed and sometimes so com¬ 
pletely blocked np the passage as to 
occasicii a coiiaiclerable delay, before 
libey could make their way thnough 
them. It' ran for a considerable 
leng^li in a horizontal direction; it 
^dipped with various inclinations 
and ended with a flight of rude steps, 
whichwere almost perpendicular^ a 
large stone bad been rolled to the 
mondi of it, which the utmost exer^- 
tion of Adolphus*«t strength- removed 
with considerable d^culty. They quitt- 
ied the pent-up vapour and stagnant 
ak* of that rude winding "passage and 

were 



were rejoiced to find themselves in a 
•f4'esiier atmqspher^. They stood ia> 
one oi* the ancient sha^ of the mine, 
and to a considerable height above 
them the various tracks might be seen 
winding through the massy fragrtfgatfr 
of ore to numerous cavities, 
ii^ former timas each miner h^d pur¬ 
sued his scpaiatc labour, aud near 
which he had constructed for his r^* 
pose a rude and rocky cell. 

Christina looked round her wildjly 
and with apparent alarm. •She observ¬ 
ed to Adolphus, that she had never 
been in this part of the mine before ; 
“ it is necessary/^ said she, tliat I 
“ should exj^ore the extremitytpf this’ 
“ gulf, beibre w^e can advai^e farthmv 
“ It you accompany me you will ba re^- 
“ cognized and then we are lost. I 
“ am well known in tliia place and 
“ thertfore run no danger, and in case 
” 1 shohld ftieet with any of the sen^ 

c 4f nelsr 
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“ ncls, who are stationed through this 
“ pdii<?e, I can ta|te another opportunity 
** to return andtfeffecryour deliverance. 

In the mean time, do you conceal 

« 

^ yourself in pne of those ret^ats 
“ yondei^ iBvhich the miners in former 
constrticted for ^heir temporary 
“ dwellings ; there yoh will be 
“ sealed from all observation and can 
, “ wait the time of my return/* 

Adolphus assented to Christina’s 
proposal. She .quickly ascended 
of the paths, followed by Adolphus^ 
and ber light figure glided like a 
sylph through various obstacles; 
npw darting through chasms and hang* 
ingSovfer precipice^ from which the 
form of'^nger itself m%bt have 
shrunk* and wbel4 a boldei:* heart than 
hers might have been, daunted: but 
Christina knew not what-ftar was; her 
hardy^life^ had braced hernerves, and 
given ,to her limbs a stren^h and 

activity 
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netivjty which th^ children of luxury 
never feel. ^ 

Here we will stop; this is a good 
** qpien,’' she exclaimed, pointing to 
a rude and mis^apen image 6f Chfist, 
which was erected on the phinacli^of 
j|^^|>!fojeCting rock, and seemed to pro¬ 
tect from harm the narrow cell which 
was formed ^in the rock below it. 
Round the mouth of the cell were 
scattered sundry itistrumehts of lahtoiir, 
almost eaten by rast. 

Obristina, with an observing eye, 

marked all these things. I shall 

“ know this,place agaki/* she sai^d,. 
‘‘ and yon imag^lehaU be ^ny^guide. 

“ 1 will take tlie Idmp; its llffet wouMf 
“ betmy youy and I ahall need it to 
“ to warn me where the abyte yaWns 
beneatfimy f^t, or whehUhe foul' 
** waters of the^rtijne rush my 

path.*^ * . ' Ti 

On ^saying this she left Adolphus in • 

c 5 dark- * 
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daxkness and instaiidJy darted towards 
the bottom of the shaft. He traced 
her progress by the devious line of 
Kght, i^hich grew finuteu and fainter 
ev&y rnstant) and th^ suddenly dis- 
appearedi Thb minutes now appeared 
lioursT to Adtdphus. ' He paced like 
little cdl in anxious expectation; his 
«ar now caught strange sounds^ like 
the guttling of distant water. He 
heard it pkiner when he was near a 
cavity which he now discovered in the 
hack of the cell. He crept through 
this along a narrow passage cut in the 
fOck upon his hands and feet; he 
moved cautioudy^ifleding his way be¬ 
fore him: otie incautious step might 
destroy himr ^nd dash him to a lathom^ 
less gulph^ He now tir^abled to think 
that Christina might never return ^ 
be intercepted by his 
wnen^ies, or in tlie immense extent 
of tile mine she miglit fail to dis¬ 
cover 
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*oovei; the path by which they bad 
ascended. 

His reverie wa» interrupted by the 
repeated cries of some one near 
he returned through the same pas^e 
to the miners* cell. It was the voice 
of Christina calling to him in a tone of 
despair. The lamp which she bdd 
threw out now but feeble gleams> and 
every moment it (threatened to* expire 
in the socket. • 

“ Hasten/* cried Christina, 

“ have not a moment to lose, or ’ere 
“ we reach the only path now remaiut" 
iiig for US tp make trial of, the lamp. 
“ will be extingui|hed.” ^ 

While they descended together a$ 
rapidly as they could from the ceU, 
Christina refated to Adolphus the pe¬ 
rils she. had undergone in exploring 
that of the shaft they wer^ now 
quitting. A part of this immense 
mine Jiiad by some strsmge accitfent • 

c 6 takem* 

• • 
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taken fire several y&rs before; it wa& 
said that it could never be extinguish¬ 
ed* The fire still continued to feed 
6n the combuntible^ ilaatter which con¬ 
tained the ore, and to work its way 
through the bowels of tiie earth ; “ and 
** I have heard it related,” added 
Christina, that at some future dav 
** immense wealth will be discovered 
in*this immense laboratory of na- 
** tiire; fbr thte gold detached from 
the pre by the action of the fire, 
** vi?ould descend in liquid streams to 
"*• the bottom of this grand natural 
crucible.” *- 

The shaft in which they stood, com- 
imnicated with this burning cavern. 
Chii’Stina had penetrated through se¬ 
veral of the galleries leading to it, but 
the air became so intensely heated as 
tihe advanced, that she retreated with 
tert&i; when she calWl to her recob 
lection the stories she bad herrd re- 

lated 
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•lated of th^ burnitig mine. Adolphus, 
who had listened with the deepest at¬ 
tention to Christina's* relation, now 
informed her of the passage he had 
discovered leading into the? adjoiSing 
shaft. She appeared delighted on 
®^li^ring this, for she said thiRshe was 
now certain of finditi^ the passage 
which would lead them once more to 
the light of day. ^ 

With cautious steps they noW pro¬ 
ceeded towards^hat part ^the bot¬ 
tom of the shaft where Chnmna ex¬ 
pected to find the passage which had 
formerly te^n used to convey the ore 
to the surface of the earth. . The lamp 
but feebly irradiated the dingy colour¬ 
ing of the rocks, and the looks ^of 
Christina were at times anxiously di¬ 
rected towards it, as she feared it 
• • 

would^expire 'ere they gained the mi¬ 
ners’ path. The air felt warm.aod op¬ 
pressive. . Those dangerous vapours 

•whick 
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which bad been confined and lain stag¬ 
nant for ages, floated aioiind them and 
hung heavy on tlieir faculties. Iheir 
b(»eath was drawn with difficulty, tlieir 
ear^ tingled with strange sounds, and 
their vision ‘was obscured and dimmed 
by straij^e shapes which seemed to' 
throng around them. A dark arch of 
rugged rock now reared itself before 
them j’the eye could discern no form in 
the void within it. The remains of a 
hand-rail were fastendd to the side of 
fiomdru^^d steps which wound up the 
side of the rock and led to the top of the 
arch. Here!’’ cried Christka, resting 
her hand upon it, and almost fainting with 
fatigue, ** here is the passage we have 
** been seeking!” 

She could say no more; she ap¬ 
peared t# be fainting. Adolphus held 
her|j|^ his arms, and with infinite so- 
twRiet recalled his preserver once 

‘ l^ion ^}fe. A shrill whistle was aiow 

* *>* 

‘ ' heard 
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h^ard issuii^ from the roof of the 
mine. Christinas on the approach of 
danger now collected the wanted ener¬ 
gies of her mind, and caxefulljr ex¬ 
amined the resources of the pkee 
wherein they stood, in order to pro- 
Cipre a refuge* from their enemies. 
Adolphus seized a massy iron bar 
which lay against the rock, and await¬ 
ed the approach of his foes with a re¬ 
solution to sell his life.dearly. 

Another whistle, and instantly Ot¬ 
ter with about twenty guaAis, well 
armed and carrying pine torches, ap¬ 
peared 051 the staircase which led to 
the roof of the mine and started forth 
from the top of the arch. A cl^uckle 
of savage delight expressed Otter’s 
triumph when he beheld the pale 
forms of Christina and Adolphus at 
the foot of the ‘passage. • 

“ Surrender or die !’* ctied Otter. 

Miscreant,” replied Acfolphus^ 

nevel 
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** nevef will I surrender myself to 
** thee. Behold/' ^aid he, , blan¬ 
dishing the iron abov^ Ins head, ^ my 
resolution to give tliy carcase to the 
-hungry raven, who fbllow^s thy foot- 
** steps hired by the scent of blood." 

** Nay, then/' cried Otter, turning 
to the guards, let him abide by his 
decision j forward, and instantly dis- 
“ patch him." 

Monster,*' .cried Christina, “ hear 
me. I charge you by the name of 
Kiuzen, nay more, by the name 
‘‘ of.. 

Follow me/' cried Otter to the 

• r 

guards,interftipting her, and do not 
‘‘scare his life." 

Adolphus beard them rush 
upon the steps, he t^oodin an attitude 
of defence. jChristina whispered one 
word »to him, when he instantly fol¬ 
lowed her ,example and,tHrew‘himself 
with fiis face upon the ground.^ At 

that 
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that instant the whole concave of the 
'mine ,\\as filled with consumiihg fire, 
ilie blue flame of death darted from 
rock to rock, and a rolling noise, ^ike 
the agitation of a mighty sea, oJ* j;ho 
thunder of earthquakes thrusting cities^ 
from tlieir tbtmdations, shook the 
viftlt with more than mortal sounds. 
Wlien Adolphus ventured to look up, 
he beheld Otter bestriding him, with 
his countenance more than usually 
ferocious, his dagger di^wn ^nd ready 
to strike ; but the looks of*the savage 
instantly changed, he dropped the dag¬ 
ger which his hand had so firmly 

clenched, his limbs treitibled, and with 

• • 

fear-directed eyes he waited tRe ap¬ 
proach of a being which se^e^ to 
issue from the earth beneath the vault. 

f 

Adolphus and Christina now arose and 
beheld the eailh strewed with the life¬ 
less bodfes of the guards* Otter and 
twoof them only had escaped, wlio 

’were 
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were now prostrating tlfemselves be* 
tore straiiger, viio w£ts advancing • 
towards them from the arch* His ap- 
peamnee was terrible mid threatening, 
and Adolphus slirunk with involui^fary 
^vhca> he traced a reseinblrance 
in this awful being to his mysterious 
visitor the Hungarian !• This man ap- 

J! 

peared younger, but his features were 
the same. He recellected the last aw¬ 
ful occasion on which he had appeared 
to iiim at Oonberg, and if his fatiier's^ 
fears spok^ truly, this being was his 
uncle’s shade; who came in nightly 
visitation to the Count to reproach, him 
with dreadful crimes. Hje rebuked 
Otter,rin severe terms for risking the 
loss of sq many lives by an exj^osipn 
of ine i&^-damp, which he ought to 
have foreseen, and ordered him to 
bring some of his fellows in order to 
Remove the bodies* Otter woidd have 
replied^ but a look of the •i^traDgcr 

silenced 
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silenced him tod made him fly to exe- 
Vyte his ordcj*^. » 

** Christina!,” said the stranger, 

“ you have infringed the laws of-this 
place, by daring to enter these pro- 
hibited- passages of ^the mine, SpeaJL^ 
** not in reply. I know your thoughts. 
Accompany ^Iiese. men, they will 
lead you to a place more befitting 
“ to your sex;^ Away! I have no 
“ time to waste in ^parley.” 

Christimii cast look of anxiety, on 
Adolphus^, whom she was flow forced 
to leave. But it was in vain to attempt 
to thwart the purpose of the stern 
stiatiger, and Christina was obliged to 
yield herself lo the protection of ihe 
guards, who now conducted her ftpm 
the mine. ” 

Bash md . inconsiderate !” ex^ 

\ 

claimed the steanger turning towards 
Adolphus* How often, am I oldiged 
to savt^ th^e from the effects of thine 


4 


“ own 
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** own imprudence?’* Adolphus was 
about to reply, bu^ the stranger gave 
him a threatening look which com¬ 
pelled obedience, and exclaimed, “ be 
“ silent, and follow me !’* 

The stranger now ascended the 
steps which led to the, top of the arch, 
and Adolphus followed in mute asto¬ 
nishment. His faculties were bound 
up in fear, and he listened in horrid 
expectation to hear no sound returned 
to the mute fbot-fall of the shadowy 
stranger! but the hollow earth groaned 
beneath his tVead, and X^dolphus lis¬ 
tened to that sound with pleasure. He 
now cJbserved the stranger more mi¬ 
nutely, and his attcntiofi was particu- 
larly attracted by the remarkable bel- 
m^Which he w^ore, the front of wdiich 
covered with the skull, scalp, and 
fangs of a tiger. ^ He recollected the 
name of Tigerhielnn which <*w'as re¬ 
peated by HofScr in the cemetery, 

which 
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A^liich iu the"Swedish language signifies 
tiger-helmety and it seemed to be dc- 
signative of his awful monitor, and of 
the chief of the confederates. After ^ 
ascending these steps they passed 
along Ihe topjafthe arch in silence. 
They proceeded across a narrow 
causeway, on each side of which' 
there lay a gulf, deep and obscurq. 
The mine in this place approached 
the surface of the eartfi, and there was 
a large opening through a chasm in 
the roof of it through which the hea¬ 
vens were visible. 

Tigerhidin turned round to^Adol-’ 
phus, and pointing to the starry hea¬ 
vens, he exclaimed, “Adolphus, 

“ thou read the stars 

“ I am not learned in astrology,” 
replied^Adolphug." 

“ Lqpk ippward on the broad ex- 
“ panse of heaven,*^ exclaimed Tiger- 
'hielm^ enthusiastically; “ behold these J 

f “ countless.. 
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** countless suns whidi lighten lieaven 
with their fires—and yonder see— 
can’st thou not see the mighty giant 
Orion blazing in our zenith ? In his 
belt, which is studded with gems of 
“ various lustre, there lurks’ a little 

t 

star, 'twas once a brilliant—do you 
attend?*^ 

“ I am wrapt in your discourse,*’ 
replied Adolphus. 

You may perceive,*' continued Ti- 
gerhielm; “ it is bedimmed, and lacks 
“ its lustre, as though the skirt of a 
“ watery cloud hung upon it—or the 
. “ tears of tlie mistiable, the guilty, 
auA the damned had been sucked 
“ up and attracted by its orb.** 

“ It is a faint and watery star,” ob¬ 
served Adolphus. 

Then in it rfiad^ur fate,** con- 
tinnedTigerhielro; “it is Ae star which 
gqides the destiny of yourThouse !** 
Adolphus trembled to hear those 

words 
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’ words from" him ^ho never yet de¬ 
ceived him, and he gave way to the 
superstitious feelings which possessed 
him, and which ruled the actions of 
even enlightened men in those days^ 
with a power of which we can form 
but a faint idea. From the many ex¬ 
traordinary occurrences which had be¬ 
fallen him of late, he grew credulous 
of evil. His despondency was now at 
its height, and he yielded to the irre¬ 
sistible desu’e whiofa possessed him of 
learning the secrets of futurity, and 
daring the worst that might befal him. 
He interrogated his inspired leader. 
upon lus wayward destiny, and sought 
to excite the compassion of one^ho 
might become his deliverer from the 
evil to come. But Tigerhielm rebuked 
him, and Woulllinot answer aught to 

his questions. ' • * 

_ ^ ® 

They now descended into ope of 
the cl^ambers of the mine which ap¬ 
peared 



48 


THE CURSE 


peared to Adolphus singulai'ly silent 
and deserted. The light which was 
emitted by the torch which Tigcrhielm 
'cai'ried barely Uluminated the rocky 
^ -projections of the different galleries, 
which seemed to radiate from this 
central vault into the liifferent recesses 
of this Subterraneous *world. Nearly 
in the centre of the dark glen stood a 
turret built of rough and ponderous 
masses of ore.'^ Tigerhielm thundered 
at its low and massive door, which 
was instantly opened by some one from 
within, and Tigerhielm and Adolphus 
mounted up into an apartment of this 
extraordinary abode! 


CHAT. 
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CHAP. XIIL 


• ITie fatal time 

Cntb off all rcicmonies and vows of love. 

And implt intoichange of sweet discourse, 

W inch so long sundeicd fiieiids should dwell upon. 

SHA&£br£AR£> 


If the principles of Ad<51phus of 

“ Morner are the same as those of 
“ Adolphus de Beaumarchais,^^ ex* 
claimed Tigerhielm, when he had ush- 
eicd Adolphus into a chamber ot the 
tower, “ he has here notliing to fear.” 

From my early principles I have 
“ never swerved,” replied Adolphus. 

** *Tis well,” observed Tigerhiehn ; 
“ now listen, anfl weigh well ^y 
wordr—2*ironi this place no stranger 
« ever emerged or viewed again the 
\OL. in. D “light 
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light of day, except oi? one cond i' 

tion. ^his condition 1 mean to 

** propose to you, as I should to all 

strangers who might havv. penetrate 

“ ed these recesses. That gieat de- 

“ sign which forms the subject of 

** our midnight deliberation's, L is no 

longer necessary to keen se .etfrom 

you. We wave all delico y, and 

discard all fear, in making th’'’ com- 

m uni cation; for we I:now that it is 
* 

“ impossible that you should ever be- 
tray us.' In case of your refusal to 
** accept the condition ^ which we 
offer you fr^ ^do n, we knotv that in 
the secret d'^ng 6ns” of this place 
you Snail pui>., and wither, even 
“ until doomsday, without the possi- 
bility of being discovered-—yea, in 
dungeons fathoms deep, from whence 
tke foot "of living man itever yet 
‘‘ emerged. If you beti'^y ui, cn gain- 
ing your freedom, you damn your 

eternal 
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* eternal soul, by. the \'ialation of 
“ *youf oath. But think not to escape : 

a tliousaiid daggers will be uplifted 
“ — c\ thcjsand secret avengers will^ 
be ready to drink y 'r blood ; and- 
I, 0 cn I, who hitherto have guard- 
ed thee, some peril—(such is the 

dread bond by our brother- 

‘‘ hood IS cemented)—would be oblig- 
ed to slay thee, "ver’t thou even my 
sou. ^Hiiuk not, therefore, lo de- 
^ ceive u uid a urble at the dread- 
fill extremitie " i n you. In 
‘‘ these reccssc Uc hand c God has 
gat’ 'ed tog -lerthe elect, who are 
to opnose the' reign of Antichrist 
ii Jns northern land. A bigotted 
the tyrant of his people, a|id a 
ix litor to the laws and sacred or- 
“ diiiances of his country, has stretch- 
ed fortii his arn? in defence of •Po- 
pery^ftttd tes cried unto his people, 
“ behold the true religimi! Now we 

j) 2 will 
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will not bow do^^n before this image# 
whicli the k^ig has set up; aftd we, 
the White Cross Knights, Jiavo 
sworn to defend our religion, even 
though the king perish.’’ 

What! kill the king ? ” cried 
Adolphus, who had listened to this 
dread relation with astonishment. 

“ Wliat is it startles you ?” said 
Tigerhielm. 

“ Treason and rebellion!” replied 
Adolph 

** Empty sounds,” exclaimed Tiger- 
hielm, and methinks the distinction 
is too nice for the consci^icc of a 
Hugonot!—Howevef, I have done 
—I leave you to your meditations— 
p(j|ider well upon the condition on 
which I offer you freedom. By 
“ taking the solemn oath which binds 
us together, you save yourdife, and 
f^ouv immortal soul! and may 
^edrve out for yourself the way, to 

imperishable 
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“ sacred band, who ar^ sworn to ful- 
“ fill the prophecies of the Most 
High. " Once more I warn you to 
“ beware liow you attempt your es- 
“ cape. I am present everywhere. 
“ Through these walls the eyes of the 
avengers see thee ; and through the 
air are viewless spirits who will 
“ watcli your steps. When you want 
‘‘ food,* sound tfiis belh and your at- 
tendant will appear. I must be- 
“ gone—the air freshens which sa,- 
“ vours of the morning of the upper 
“ * Xo-morrow at midnight, 

“ when our day begins, expect me.” 

Tigoiiiielm disappeared, and left 
j^dolplnis to ponder on his exti^ordi- 
nary situation. His fate w^as singular, 
and the mysteries in which he was in- 
volved seemed to thicken around^hm. 
He saw himself now m the pow;er of 
aihan^who had strangely interested 

^ 3 , himself 
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huiiself in all that concerned him. 
Considering the many awful circum¬ 
stances which had accompanied their 
intercourse, he was induced to believe 
that he was a being, who, for some 
wise purposes was endowed with su¬ 
pernatural powders. He could not re- 
"sist the many proofs which he had 
given of his awful agency, and his 
mind sunk, and was enthralled under 

la¬ 
this powerful conviction. If he ac¬ 
cepted the condition which had 
been offered to him, he dreaded to 
think of the umbrage which such a 
step jrould give his fathei, ^ he was 
still alive* In the measureis which 
were in the contemplation of the White 
Cross Knights, it might be possible 
that active and open warfare might be 
decided on. His father, at such a 
crisis, he was convincf^d ;w^ld be 
found by the side of his sovereign, and 
he treinble(J to think that in the field 

of 
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^oS battle their hostile lances might en*- 
counter one another. But Adolphus 
shuddered when he thought of that 
dread being whose prisoner he was^ 
and of the terrible alternative which 
was submitted ,to his choice. He 
looked round oft the walls of his pri¬ 
son—there was no window; no aper^ 
ture, save the door by which he had 
entered. The walls were covered with 
astrological instmment.% and strange 
tools, of which Adolphus inew not 
the use. The door was firmly secur¬ 
ed, and he saw that his only chance of 
escaping^ rested with his attendant* 
He rung the bell which TigeAielm 
had directed him to use. 

In a few minutes the door ^was 
opened cautiously, and his attendant 
entered. Adolphus was stiiick with 
the appearance of this man. was 

a LaJSlalhder j low in stature, and 
dressed in the costume of his tribe: « 

D 4 his • 
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his small grey sloping eyes gave no 
sign of intelligence; and from the pre¬ 
cision, and slow regularity of his mo¬ 
tions, he might be taken for an au- 
toniaton, which the masterly skill and 
art of Tigerhielm had formed, and 
whiclf mechanically imitated the ac¬ 
tions of life. Adolphus addressed him 
in a manner which was calculated to 
operate on his feelings: he waited 
some time for an answer j for some 
kind expression of sympathy or con¬ 
dolence'. The Laplander was immo¬ 
veable, and made no reply. Adolphus 
pointed to the Iamp, vwhich was nearly 
extinguished. The Laplander dis¬ 
appeared, and quickly returned, with 
wdierewithal to trim it, and stood for 
a few minutes in expectation of being 
dismissed, or of receiving further or¬ 
ders. Adolphus was resolved to make 
another eifort. He approaehed-hijn and 
besought him to take compassion on 
' ' ' " him 
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riijn, and assist him* in regaining his' 
freedom. The Laplander made a sign 
of dissent. “ Ah!” said Adolphus,’ 
‘‘ if you understand me, why do you, 
“ not speak? give me at least the 
“ cheering sound of a human voice in 
“ this dreary solitude.” The man now 
approached Adolphus—pointed to his ^ 
mouth, and waved his hand. Adol¬ 
phus understood that sign, and saw 
that it was dreadfiilly oonfifmed; for 
that unfortunate being had ifb tongue. 
Adolphus looked round for some mode 
of communicating his ideas. He 
found a piece of chalk, with which 
he wrote on the dark wall of hfs pri¬ 
son, I wish to regain my liberty 
The Laplander made a sign that he 
did not understand it, and Adolphus, 
in despair, was obliged to give up the 
attempt. It is unnecessary to detail 
tlie niSIancholy thoughts which pos- 

D 5 . sessed 
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sessed the mind of Adolphus during 
his imprisonment. 

Tigerhielm appeared at the appoint- 
^ed hour, and found Adolphus not yet 
resolved; his spirit however was broken 
and he listened passively while Tiger- 
hielm menaced him.' But there was 
one word which roused him like a 
spell, EddOy* exclaimed Tigerhielm, 
Edda is in our power—^and Mont- 
bazon thy friend is a member of our 
‘‘ confederacy!** Adolphus found he 
coukl resist no longer, and yet when 
he gave to Tigerhielm his consent to 
take the oath of a White C;oss Knight,, 
he feit gloomy presages of evil stealing 
across his mind. 

We shall not follow Adolphus into 
that dread recess, where the au^'ul 
oath W’'as administered to him ; that 
.oath which froze his blood with horror, 
which bound him by its dreadlui*'penal- 
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fy to^ yield up the* dearest of nature's 
ties, if the interest of the confederacy 
demanded the sacrifice—-to pursue with 
the avenging steel...with fire, and ^ith 
blood...the victims whom it secretly 
condemned—to plunge a poignard in 
the heart, even of a friend—to poison 
at the banquet—to murder on the high¬ 
way—to burn at midnight—to drag 
even from the sanctuary, and from 
before the altars of €rod, those who 
were denounced as enemies to the 
order of the White Cross Knights! 

A cold sweat bedewed the limbs of 
Adolphus# Gracious God!'* thought 
he, “ is this the warfare of knights ?— 
“ is this the honourable use of arms 
“ and the observance of the laws of 
chivalry ?—is this the toleration of 
** Protestants, or the morality which 
“ is tauglit by our holy religion? 
Oil religion, pure and divine as you 
were taught, by the celestial lips 

D () • ** the 
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the fiumble Redeemer—how manl- 
fold are the sins which in all ages 
** hav e been committed in thy name!! ’* 
There was no retrospection taken 
of the conduct of Wildebrand towards 
Adolphus ^ by the tenor of his oath he 
was obliged to forgive 2*11 the severity 
which the White Cross Knights might 
have inflicted on him, and by their 
mutual obligation, Adolplius and Wil¬ 
debrand were ^wora to defend one 
another as? brothers. Tigerliielm was 
well aware of the indecent haste which 


Wildebrand had s^ewii on this occa¬ 
sion to gratify his revenge,; but his 
mind 'was occupied at that time witli 
aflPairs of higher moment, and as Wil¬ 
debrand was deprived of his command 
and of the power of injury at the same 
time, Tigerliielm did not deem it 


,iji|^tby of notice.-^AdolphusJ imme¬ 
diately on regaining his libfertyrvisited 
jjhe turret of Olaus, in order that 
^ he 
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• he might conduct •him to the retreat 
of Edda and Montbazon. It was 
Tigerhielm who had directed him to 
Olaus ; as the warder was the only 
inmate of the castle who was acquaint¬ 
ed with it, h^ supplied them with 
j)rovisions by a*secret entrance in the 
night, and so Artfully was it conceal¬ 
ed, tiiat it baffled, as we have seen, 
all the penetration and vigilance of 
Wildebrand. At the ,Jioiir of twelve 
the secret passages leading 'It) it were 
opened j and the reader may recollect 
the unjust suspicions which Adolphu4 

^ entertained^ against the old warder, when 
he was obligee! to break offin his Narra¬ 
tive, and attend the nightly orders of 
Montbazon, Olaus paid a vassaPs ho¬ 
mage to Adolphus, when he announced 
10 the warder his name and title, and 
the late Cvent^ which had befallen him; 
but tii^eye'S of Olaus were suffused 
with tears which he could not sup-^ 

' press, 
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press, when he offered his congratula¬ 
tions on this intelligence. To Heaven 
he addiessed fervent prayers for the 
rerestablishmcnt of his ilhistrioushoase, 
when tears almost choaked his ut¬ 
terance, and he expressed his warm 
wishes for the young Count’s happiness. 

“ The moment,” said Olaus, “ that 
“ you appeared at tlie portal, my 
mind misgave me ; for, Christ pro- 
“ toct me, I tliought the Count, your 
fath^r,'*^ was dead, and you wei’e his 
“ spirit—for thus he looked, with hair 
as dark, and eyes as brilliant, ’ere 
my lord, the Count Harold, died— 
‘‘ bui' after that he wasted away to a 
shadow.” 

Adolphus indulged the loquacity of 

^the old warder, wlio beguiled the time 

with his long stories, until midnight; 

*when Olaus conducted him to the re- 

treatt of Montbazon. 

« 

We fihali not pretend to dfscribe 

the 
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•the ^transports of Addphus when he 
once more pressed his beloved Edda 
to his bosom—nor his joy in meeting 
in Montbazon, who received him with 
a warmth which surprized Adolphus, * 
when he recollected the coldness of 
his manner towards him when last they 
met. The sudden and unexpected ap¬ 
pearance of Adolphus had deprived 
Edda of her usual feminine ^ reserve, 
and the emotion which she shewed, be¬ 
trayed to Adolphus the' flattering 
secret of her love. As soon as Edda 


had withdrawn, Adolphus pressed 
Montbazon ^to give consent to their 


union. 


Ah! ” said Montbazon gravelj, 

“ you forget Adolphus that you are 
stiU pursued with misfortune. It 
“ was ever my strongest wish to sec 
you and Edia united; but*I was 
T^^t^lhel(^ by a dreadful considera- 
^ tiQPi for I had every reason to be- • 

“ lieve* 
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lieve, from many*^ links of evidence^ 
which came within my knowledge, 
that Edda was the daughter of the 
‘‘.Qoiint de Beaumarchais. Think, 

“ Adolphus, oh think of what I felt, 

‘‘ when 1 perceived the.brother falling 
“ in love with the sister, and she (for 
I need not now conceal it from you) 

“ attached todiim. To have disclosed 
this suspicion to you might have cost ' 
me all the happiness of my life, for I 
** could flbt endure the thought of 
‘‘ parting with Edda, the sole stay 
and prop of my existence ; for if my 
conjecture ^as rightly founded, you, 

** as her natural protector, had the 
‘‘ pow^r of claiming her.’’ 

’ Adolphus admitted this justification . 
of Monthazon’s conduct, and his 
countenance brightened when he re- 
(Qi^ecled the incontestible proofs 
which he might bring forw^d fS^rove 
that he was the son of .Count M'^fner, 

a rela- 
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•a relationship which ’ere while embit- 
tereJ his existence, and now (so capri¬ 
cious seemed his fate,) he felt that he 
owed to it the greatest happiness of 
his life. 

AJo!j)luis urged Montbazon with all 
the ijupetiiosity#of youth, and he was 
induced the soonbr to consent by re¬ 
flecting on the chances to which his 
life might be exposed in the ap¬ 
proaching conflict, and on the destitute 
state in which Bdda would be left 
when deprived of her protector. Adol¬ 
phus having obtained his pronpse, quit¬ 
ted tlieir retreat and was conducted by 
Olaiis to tbe*chainber within tl^ tur¬ 
ret, the same which he had prepared 
for him on his first visit to mddar- 
holmen. No false delicacy, no af¬ 
fected scruples intervened to prevent 
his masriage". vvhen Edda wa§ ac- 
quaii^ed with the approbation given 
by Montbazon, she gave her hand to 

the 
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the faithful knight whom she had long 
secretly loved, and it was arranged 
that in a few days the ceremony should 
.bp pei'formed by a Lutheran priest 
whom Olaus was acquainted with. It 
was not considered safe to proceed 
beyond the boundaries of Riddarhol- 
men, unless they were accompanied 
by a troop of the White Cross Knights 
as a guard. It was desirable to avoid 
publicity on every account, but espe- 
ciallyi- to'secure the secret of Edda^s 
retreat in the castle ; for in the trou¬ 
bles in -which the kingdom was then 
involved, and with the prospect of a 
more open and dangerous warfare, it 
carrij|d consolation to the heart of 
Adolphus to think how securely Edda 
might be concealed during his absence, 
a was therefore agreed on that the 
ceremony she ild be performed at mid¬ 
night in the chapel of Brfdget^s 
abbey. Montbazon had fi^ed on the 
* hour 
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hour of midnight aS that best adapted 
for secresy; there was no interruption 
then to be dreaded from the White 
Cross Knights, who always at mid¬ 
night commenced their day in their 
gloomy vaults j the chiefs then assem¬ 
bled in council, and the troops were 
caparisoned ready to sally forth to 
deeds of blood when headed by their 
fanatic leaders. Montbazon, in order 
to give no room for sospicion, deter¬ 
mined to attend the council on that 
evening, and Adolphus stood excused 
on the special permission ^ Tiger- 
hielm. If^^s therefore »aiTanged that 
they should induce the priest to wait 
half an hour, in which tune ^ontbazon 
expected to join them. 

Montbazon went forth early to 
the council, and when it struck three 
quarters to^ midnight, AdolphiA and' 
Edd^ preceded by Olaus,' emerged 
from Ahe secret passages of the castle. 

' They ■ 
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They Crossed the courts in silen(:c, and 
Edda leaned tremblingly on the arm 
of Adolphus. It was a bleak winter’s 
pi^ht and the ground was covered with 
snow. Edda felt herself more than 


commonly depressed,, and Adolphus 
endeavoured to clie^r her as they 
walked towards the abbey ; but he telt 
himself at times a dejection for which 
he could not account, and w^hich the 
occasion ougJit to have dispelled. 
There».w^s no light save the twinkling 

of the stars, and their dtuk figures 

\ •« 

seemed to walk gloomily and at a. fii- 
nexal pace through the h«^v^ snow. 
Adolphus unconsciously tunicd liis 
eyes towards the constellation Orion, 
and iVc sick at heart he re¬ 
collected the discourse of Tmerhielm 
*^^nd beheld the star v/hich mfli^enced 
?uishc?use lookirtg more than commonly 
dull and obscure. Olaus carried a 
pine "torch, f)ut in or 3er to clujle tlie 

pbser- 
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^observation of the knights, in case any 
sCraggiers should be abroad, he did 
not intend to light it until they en¬ 
tered St. Bridget's chapel. They now 
passed down the alley of dark pines 
which led to the abbey. A few me¬ 
lancholy cypress* trees which surround¬ 
ed* its grey ruins were now and then 
bowed by the breeze which sighed 
tlwough them, and the mournful note 
of a raven, who was disturbed by their 

Jh ^ 

approach, and whose wingi flapped 
them as it flew past, was their ill- 
omened greeting. 

Adolphgs, when he teheld again 

the interior the desolate sfbbey, 

contrasted his present situation on the 

verge of happiness with hfs former 

wretched one when he first visited it, 

« # 

and sought to acquire additional 
cheerfulness by this reflection. ^Thilen 
01aus^9.U>pp^ in one of the aisles to 
strike a light||pAdolpbus and ^dda 

proceeded 
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proceeded up the grand aisle towards 
the altar. They anxiously looked 
through the interior of the abbey and 
explored its obscure arcades. All was 
still—there was no appearance which 
could fill their minds with the pros¬ 
pect of danger. They had now en¬ 
tered the body of the chapel, and stood 
before the statue of St. Bridget, which 
was the place of meeting which Olaus 
had appointed with tlie Lutheran 
priest. |Ie had not yet arrived, and 
while Ihey stood, the clock of Riddar- 
holmen proclaimed the hour of mid¬ 
night. Edda was agitated by extreme 
fear w^en shd found herselr within the 
awful precincts of this dreary place at 
^uch an hour, and she clung still closer 
to the arm of Adolphus. The occa- 
^on itself was a solemn one, and^ there 
was a^feeling which she could not sup¬ 
press, and which at timec caused her 
tears 40 flow bitterly^ it was the re¬ 
flection 
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ilcction that her future husband, her 
bMoved Adolphus, was a member of 
that unfortunate family whose pros¬ 
perity had been blasted by the wrath 
of heaven ; and the melancholy mo¬ 
numents by which she was surrounded, 
told how short was their' span of days, 
and by what numerous woes they were 
embittered. The name of Arvedina^ 
which she read on her tomb, called 
up many mournful images, and Edda 
fblt with all a woman^s feeling, when 
she reflected that the depraved hearts 
of his ancestors had not been redeem¬ 
ed even by woman’s tenderness, and 
she dreaded with an apprfehensiolk she 
could not conquer, that in marrying the 
beloved object of her choice, she was' 
dooming herself to calamity and en- 
tering^nto an alliance with piisfortune. 
The melancholy • stories with ^hich 
Olauj had ^t times entertained her, 
now rose before her imagination in all 
• their 
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their frightful imagery—the awful so¬ 
litude of the scene around licr; the 
lengthened shadows of the aisles losing 
themselves in utter darkness; the 
thousand shapes of fear which throng¬ 
ed the gloom, added to her emotion. 
Tremblingly alive to the horrors of the 
place, she bent a listening ear when 
the wind agitated the foliage of the 
dark pines and cypress trees which 
grew against the beautiful remains of 
the ori^nt^window, or shook the tattered 
banners of the knights of Mdrner, 

lit 

which waved over her head. She 
thought she beheld somethijjg moving 
near Ber, and she feared* to look tliat 
way again: but her eye was again 
forcibly drawn to the spot. She now 
saw an object close to her—palpable 
and distinct^ aritt she viewed that which 
harrowed up her ftoubwith fear. While 
she leaned on the cover 6f a^MPonu- 
ment "of black marble, she beheld a 

tiuman 
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head rising from the tomb. It 
ascended exactly opposite to heif and 
stared Jberlfor a few moments in the 
face. ' 

Edda felt herself incapable of ex- 
presssioQj she ^uld not utterja,cry; 
fear transfixed her to the spot, and 
she felt herself constrained witli bor« ' 
rible ciiiiosity to dwo^ on 
before her. That terribleJaof she ip* 
collected to Iiave seen befi^re i it 
had made an impression oi| 
time had n^^er been ^ d&hei 
was so connected with o|)|&0i‘ the Jopsti, 
remarkabl^'W^ts of hwlp^>‘tbii^ tibo 
recollection of it ^cotijd! onJ|y 
natewith hetr'«xis^pnc 9 ..^f|lt was t^^ 
face of the JbcnfiiL ^e termed hi 

in her t-bildiah lamwA^ vha ffe. 

coyedJ.Wf from 

had commanded the l^n^t Pa^rtc;^ 
kill h^r.* ^Tlm |ag^^8e‘e,m^,tP 
nize her> and to examine ^th minute 
VOL, III. £ • attention 
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attention a blact dross 'which she 
wore on her bosom—the sarric cross 
'which she wore in infancy, and which 
w^ds always placed'^nfear her heart; for 
Edda had been told it was her mo- 
tlier^s gift* * The fdce looked once 
more darkly on Edda, then frowned 
and vanished! At that moment A- 
dolphus felt Edda^s arm fall from his 
support lifeless. She shrieked and 
fainted |n his arms. While 'Adolphus 
tried to recover the maul he threw a 
glanc^ of apprehension on St. Bridget's 
statue. He "^recollected the strange 
sighi^ he had. Seen there, Shd he tras 
apprehensive that something similar 
might have given a sudden alarm to 
Edda. But all wgs qilfet, and 
gantic head of the image ^wned in 
ghasdy stillness. T^e cries W A'dbl- 
phuS‘ alarmed Olaus, who ^ hacF suc¬ 
ceeded In kindling his torch,* 'When 
he beheld Eddafs situation, he stuck 
‘ the 
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tlie^orch on high, in the hand of St. 
Bridget’s image, and ran to a sacred 
and blessed well, which pilgrims hod 
formerly frequented for itg miraqulou^ 
cures j he drew some water>froinif;>isihd 
hastened back with it to Edd^f who 
quickly lecoveretl from her swoon. 
She had scarcely time to relate to 
Adolphus the cause of 
the Lutheran priest arrived, ^ddl- 
plius endeavoured to dispel her 
by suggestingthatit possibly might h^^ve 
been the^riest who was in of 

them whose face she had seen; but 
Edda was ^jo dreadfully impreaj|ed 
with the rematl^able countenf^ce^she 
beheld to be mistaken tm her 
Adolphus left Echlain the care of the 
priest^ while he and Olaus ^e^cbetjl^ 
the aUtes of the abbey on evi^ side ; 
and after ^xatqiquig* the whkh 
adjoined the ^lapel, th^ not 

the remotest ctmse tor sn^idoii, 

£ 2 , retuniipg 
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retarnifig to the chained* they 
the priest impatient to hp^n the 
^Ony. It had now stmck.the half- 
.hour pust midnight, and Mon^azon 
had^ot ajftived according to lua ap- 
poinimant.K Adolphus soothed the 
priest, .W endaavoiire^ t<t cf^te a 
dday < a few minutes, m order to 
aw^ iJjnntWzo®’® wbo^.vjs to 

giv7a^ the bride. They stood for 
9pine|few*ininute8 imager, durrr^^"*® 

the tplbepaa prie^gtffoPdl. 

and every. res^ .to com¬ 

mence |}w Jwdy ^ 

he^n ftosty. and^ they aU stood 
duvering in the cold Edda 

felt -a da*mi«hdl coursing *^0^ 

Wood, and wjbilf 

ideotly 1^00' h^r, .bp was to 

j|i|H|^er 43(9uatefUUJct^yM|fio 
^l^ribe alabaple 
i^^nni^bai:. A t'i r**** -i 

,TkOR%«art«rs after t|>i^|^t.n9W 

^trucK* 


8ai«l)|r,T%*|lh, 
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*strticfc* I cRii no* longer ex¬ 
claimed air is freezing 

** my Wood: 'tis well for youth'that 
can itand the severity of *suCh -a 
hight I besi&es the country has^ning 
’^th strange reports cqnceming this 
“ ^tace—my way home is long, and 
the moOn is gone down-^^I pray you 
“ procure another to do this ofi^ce^ 
«* either lot the ceretnony pjNi^feeed, oi 
1 must demand to be disimssed/’ 
•♦jpe he^tUmmssedP* re¬ 

peated a voice at a dMatice. ^ ^ 

“ Tbisis strange,^* cdtclaimed Adol¬ 
phus, ^king^ rtond him at|xi(l|p0lyi 
“ is it the echo?*^ 

“ ^chof^ repeated ^the voice, 

with ^ kugh^of detisiOB-^ ' 

^ Adeij^us now Imagined that eome 
of th% White Cross^ Knights were a- 
' tmismg^tlifeitijelm at his Oxpeni^,*and 
he paid no lohgerany attettficllf to,this 
interruption^ tat it was'no| so with 

£ 3 £dda. 
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Edda, who grew inor^ alarmed nt every 
;new circumstance. Adolphus, finding it 
in vain to tejoionstrate with the priest, 
"^nd giwg vp hopes of the arrival 
of MoUtbaaon, informed him that they 
were now ready, and desired hitn^ to 
proceed. Before the priest commenc¬ 
ed the service, he said, according to 
“ the custom of our holy religion, it 
“ ie if the lady IMda Has any 

** iather living^ h^gjhould appear.” 


repeated the 

. voic^ at 

<^ Tbfe mockery of a solemn rite,” 
OJl^Uimed AdqlpUua ^ lodging r^und 
him» not go unpunished. Pro- 

eeedi father, in the ceremony,^ t};e 
** warder ivjiU act as a giye 

, away the brides” 

^ Olaus now stood in, the 
* and ^pported tlje ^ipbling 

iEdda, me the Luther,^' tot W 
for^pd^ the awful ceremonjj, winch 


was 


I 
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•was concluded witl\out further inter- 
ruptioh. After a cold and formal 
congratulaifon to the new married 
couple, the priest departed, and Olaus 
having extinguished the torch, thej" 
hastened to leave the abbey. '%hile 
they procecded^long one of the'side 
aisles of the chapel, Adolphus * ima¬ 
gined that he belield a dark figure 
flitting between the piBars, ''at sonie 
distance frOm them. He doubt 

but that this the mysterious 

intruder, and l^||^ji^deTit &om tile 
movemeiijjjaj of the'l^i’c,' that he wMi* 
ed to observe them without betraying 
himself. Adolphus determined tc/|idr- 
sue this man, in order to ascertidn 
with what tiews he watched them* 
He instantly drew his sword and lol* 
lowed' bw: the mttn retreatod, ^afld 
as he turned dowiuone of Hie <a|^^site 
passages,, Adolphus perceived he was 
attired in the garments’ t>f 4 monk. 

♦ E 4) ^ Adolphus 
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Adolphus returned in a few ipinutcs 
without, being al^le^ to ovi^talce tlie 
iugitiye n>|d seen enoug]| 

to con\ince him that, it 'his old 
enemj^ Rezzoftico. ^ , 

abtey/aud 

once^ more entered fhelr retceat la 

ri-jji LI ‘1 Ih ^ 

Riditerholmen, without meeting ^anj^ 
further alarm. ^ Afontbazdn ppi 
return that night; and when his ati- 
sonce waf protracted to some daysi 
£dda became sonoin^. idarmed. Adol¬ 
phus cduld no|^^0i0^cpd his dwii fears 
on die subjig^t,^ ani# he now punctually 
aden^ei the meetings of the knights* 
in ^er to be the first iff he^r any 
intelligence rejecting him. " It seetns 
on the night of their marriage ^ dis¬ 
patch was received from a personage 
of illustrious rank* It was directed to 
the chief of the WlnteTr 0 ss,^*i^ht 8 . 
Tigerhielm perused tbci letter with 
great a^taticjnj he addressed' the 
’ ' ‘ ‘ • knights 
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luliglit? who were preSent on the sujb- 
ject, but he did not communicate to 
them the contents of ^th‘e,^&iysterious 
billetl He told them he was' oblige4 
to go forth on a sikmoe of dknj^er, 
which if crowned with success^ would 
fulfil the most f anguine" hopes of iHe 
coc^ederacy. In this perilous* e^pe* 
dition, he selected but four knights l6 
accompany hinit ai^d fbr t]^ Tes4 he 

* t 1 i at 1 



toem to abstain ^|mi'-kny expedSiwA 
against ttib Catholic Barons^ in h'ls ab« 


sence; r^ihe threatenedHhoSe^ho ^ 
disobeyed nils orders with Se Wv^est 

As I5giirt,^!n seiedi^ 
but three bn the quip ''Adol¬ 

phus Imagined ths( Honib^ A 

t .f s . J' ‘J ' M ' m 

compaqied mm on thu dang^oos $er- 

t ^ ^ A* dk "^Wlr ^ aJ** 

yicos 

;^,0^ Evening, when pa«ii^ t^t}te 
counciiy Adolphus met Conradj add; 

£ 5 to 
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his gr^at surprise, lie was accoijcipanie'd 
by his dog Wolf. AftW ^the disap¬ 
pearance of his midet at.Hamburgh, 
J^he dog had foHbwed Adolphus'’; ‘and 
he was along with hjm oh’that mal 
night when he was/thrown 'his 

Carriage doW^ the pfecipice/ and dils- 
co^red by Car!. Conrad gratifi^ii^e 
which Adolphus expressed for 
faiij^ ^ the following relation. We 
Iiav:e infeamed the reader of the nar- 
row esi^pe of Adoljdius in Hamnurgli 
from the plots of his two greatest 

1 Jl’ ^ ^ ni . ^ 

enemies, Rezzbnico *and Wildebrand. 




t 

th^ mys- 


tety lymch the^ stranger who lodged 
oppiosifle lo tkera aflfectedi *felt no 


scru¬ 


ple in acqu^ing a knowledge of his 
plans by the most- desperai^ means. 
^Ere be proceeded* to hire fhe Vessel 
yrhich wasto^convey th^ from Ham- 
burghjheentered the house in whicli the 

stranger 
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Stranger dwelt, passed tl^rough th^ 
rooms oo tiptop atid ovptHeapd a con¬ 
versation betw^n/Willdebrand, Rez- 
zonico, the Jew, who were con- 
cealedin a closet, the sulnect of whiciSL 
was tl» pi^j^ction of Adolphus. Un« 
fortunately Conrad was discovered by 
them before he could eftect bis escape. 


and as he bad heard enough to put 
their lives in his power, his life Ti^ould 
certainly have been ^crii^^d to their 


sccuBty^ if he had not preserved him¬ 
self by a ready stratagem. ^ He was 
detected at a v/indow exactly 3|)posite 


to Adolphus’s lodging; and he had 
the addreSsi to persuade WildeWand 

A 4 W 


that be had followed Adolphus to seek 
that opportunity to assassinaW hiiUt 
which his precipitate departure fl4in 
Glatz had deprived hfln of. He coun - 
tCrfeited.the blood-t^pisty vmaln. and 
he prodyc^a pistol which he lud in 
readiness to perpetrate Ibe cnme. It 
• E 6 was 
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was Conrad’s endeavour to be etnpIo}% 
ed as tlie instrument of their \en- 
geance, that he have the power 

of warning Adolphus of their designs* 
Wildebrand was deceived j but Ilez- 
I Eonico did not fall info the anare: 
he saw that the warmth of Coin ad’s 
manner was affected* and it was agreed 
on finally that the Jew should be em- 
plo^^ and epnrad kept in confine¬ 
ment until the object was effected. 
He was conveyed in the evening on 
board a vessel which was laden with 
warlike stores for the new confederacy 
oft he White Cross Knights, andin which 

■VT 

Wiltiebrand shortly after sailed to join 
them in Sweden* The warmth with 
which Conrad affected to second the 
of W'Udebrand not only freed 
Him from his chains, but even gained 
him his favour, and Conrad, was now 
retained in the service of the White 
Cross^Knights* 


When 
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When A(lolphit 3 ?^arrived in Sweden, 
lie was traced ift tefe route by the emis¬ 
saries of Wiidebrand. The co-opera- 
tion of the Whitfe Cross Knights in his 
plan of destroying him wa3 procured 
by WildeWand, who desci^d Adol¬ 
phus as an aictive Catholic partizan, 
and his death would have been certain 
if Conrad had not saved him. His 
assumed zeal in the cause ranlUd him 
with the foremost. He had drawn the 
charges of the harquebusses of his 
companions, and he was on the point 
of giving Adolphus assistance against 
his cne*nies, w’hen the* horses^took 
fright at the flash of their guns, and 
threw Adolphus out of the carriage be¬ 
yond the reach of friend or foe. His 
servant Bertrand w»as the only life sa¬ 
crificed on that occasion. His body 
was afterwards discovered by thci White 
Cross Knights on the point of a rock ; 
it was disfigured with wound's and 

dreadfully* 
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dreadfully lacerated; and as they ex- 
amined it only by tlie faint light of the 
moon, Wildebrand wafe persuacied that 
it was the body of Adolphus, and that 
he had at length got rid of his rival. 
Wolf, who accompanied Adolphus, no 
sooner beheld his master than he leap¬ 
ed towards him, and followed him ever 



The stratageta practised by 
in the mine to save Adolphus 


was discovered by Otter. When the 


affair was reported, Conrad was im¬ 


prisoned, but released soon after by 
the orders of Tigerhielm, The con- 


stenj^ion of the knights oix the dis¬ 
appearance of Adolphus from his dun¬ 
geon was described by Conrad to have 
been extreme. The Mmk inscription 
which^ Christina left in the dungeon 
previous to their escape, was copied 
from fnancient altar dedicated to one of 


’the gods of the northern 'Aythology. 
The conversion of the Swedes to Chris¬ 
tianity 
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wasuotfollowedby the abjuration 
of all former su^)erstitions j and heated 
as the minds of the White Ooss Knights 
were by religious fanaticism and ,by 
the enthusiasm of pretended religious 
inspiration, they had no difficulty in 
believing thaf Adolphus was rescued 
from his dungeon by supernatural 
means. Otter found some difficulty in 
persuading some of the guards to ac- 
eompaily him to those' parts of the 
mine situated under these dungeons, 
where he succeeded in preventing the 

■« r ■■ 

escape of Adolphus* , 
him now under his own special pro- 

t 

tection, and he acquainted him with 
the secret of Edda’s retreat, in order 
that Olaus, who was become very in¬ 
firm, might be assisted by him in his 
attendrfhce. Carl had been conveyed 
to thf cloister prisons at the same time 

with" 


Adolphus, fateful for the^any 
oofs of Conrad's attachment, took 
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with Adolphus: when he had recover¬ 
ed from his. wtjtonds, he was set at 
liberty by Christina, who was furnished 
with the means of doing so by Baron 
Kruzen. This brave man was still 
confined to a sick bed ; but disease 
had driven his mind tcT reflection and 
rendered him repentant, and he had 
given to Christina a solemn promise of 
marriage oij his recovery, Wlien the 
Countess Eleonora was confined in 
Riddarholmen ^ by her malady, Chris¬ 
tina was in constant atten^nce on 

1 

her; but t^is was carefully concealed 
froijftf<he Count. ThejOlofs,- who felt 
great sympathy and ^compassion for the 
misfortunes of that illustrious family, 
had dong forgotten every cause of re¬ 
sentment, and endeavoured by every 
attention and respect in their power to 
disarift the Count of that fatal haired 

4 > 

he felt towards them : but it'was im- 
possible for them to have satisfied the 

, curiosity 
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t curiosity of Adolphus on the sijbject 
oTthcSe frequent visits ofChristina» as 
they feared lest it should come to the 
ears of Count Morner. During these 
visits Christina had discovered the ma¬ 
ny secret passages with which the cas- 
tie abounded, ^and its connection ih 
some places with the ruins of the mine. 
She imparted her discoveries to Kru- 
zen, and it was principally through 
her means that Riddarholmen became 
the scene of those exploits which ren¬ 
dered it ever after so memorable, and 
that thefe the sacred banner of the 
White Cross Knights was first un¬ 
furled. • i ^ 

Adolphus was Informed that his un'- 
happy mother was obliged to be kept 
in stricter confinement than ever. 

t 

Laurentius sometimes paid a visit to 
his patit^nt, and Qn these occasions he 
would oftcQ meet Adolphus} but the 
sight’of 'ihe good monk was no longer 

grateful 
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grateful to Adolphus, his heart was 
pressed by a secret he could not com¬ 
municate to him. He felt the intole'i- 
^able weight of tlie path he had taken, 
and he did not know the moment when 
the good Laurentius himself might be 
denounced, and ,he fcrced to become 
.... his assassin! The monk saw that 
Adolphus was not happy, he perceived 
too that he avoided him, and although 
he could not conjecture the cause 
which ^had given him umbrage, yet 
even when Adolphus did not greet 
him, Laurentius never passed him 
wi^jmut a hemdicitt^ Adolphus some¬ 
times visited his mother in her con¬ 
finement ; but on these occasions his 
appeai’ance excited the usual images 
of horror in her mind. She imagined 
th^it was, her lord who came to her 
in wr^th—sh^j would kneel to kirn, arW 
implore him not to put her to death— 
she MfX>iild tix him ](vith murder, and 

' then 
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then ;isk where lieHiad hid her daugh¬ 
ter ? This last idea Was predominant 
in her mind, and induced Adolphus 
to p:iy it some attention; He felt, it 
was extremely probable, his sister 
might have been, brought up at a dis¬ 
tance from the^ fatal influence of Rid- 
darholmen in the same manner as he 
was. Might she not at present be 

alive P .perhaps in obscurity, in 

want ? These were anxious consider¬ 
ations, and such as a brother, who was 
desirotnS' to demonstrate his affection, 
felt deeply. Laurentius professed his 
ignorance on this head, and Olai^S're¬ 
ferred AdolpKfe* to Herman, the 

Count’s confidant at the tithe of her 

> 

reported deathbut Adolphus, who 
was fully acquainted with the flight of 
5ermari’^and the fatal consequences of 
that 'de^iosition Vhich he laid before 
the‘Kii^ alid which fnigpht stiU threat^- 
en his lifhi < ■ well ’aware 

* that" 
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that from him he**could erxpect no im¬ 
mediate infom^ition: he was oWiged 
therefore to defer until a more favour- 

if 

able season those inquiries which his 
sympatliizing mind prompted him to 
make on tips subject* ^ 


ClJAP. 
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■ I , , Bt'fore whose blast the voice of song, 

And mirth, and hopr, and %> 

Nor crer dure retui*. 

Remains or H. K. White. 


Farewell, 

Thou pure impiety, thou impious purity; 

For thee I’ll lock up all the gates of lo\e. 

Shakespeare. 

It was oow eight days after their mai- 

riage, when Olaus, who was always 

punctual^ entered their retreat at^he 

hour of mifliii^t. Adolphus read 

some extraordinajy intelligence in the 

countenance of the old warden 

“ I bring you a billet^ my lord,” 

exclaimed Olaus, “ which is'HTrected 

. _ 

“ to thh Count Adolphus Morner. I 
" found it*this morning, fastened to 
an an*ow whiefrwas sticking in the 

“ door 



** door of my turret; it needb must 
have been discharged by a cross- 
bow from the ramparts* God send 
it bodes no ill." 

Adolphus hastily opened the letter: 
it was from Montbazou ; and he read 
as follows to the agitated Edda:— 

Fear not for me; I am in safrty ; 
and we prosper in the sacred cause 
“ for which we took up arms. Can 
it be true that Adolphus is still 
buried ill amorous sloth, and his 

“ father.obliged to fly irom the 

power of his enemies? Charged with 
crimes aiul misdemeanors he 
wanders through the land; and 
while the so|j indulges in luxury, 
the father has not even a roof to 
“ shelter his head. He is accused of 
« the murder of his broil cr. Seek him 
** out, Adolphuso ^eek thy father, 
and -bear him this comfort: tel! him^ 
** his brother lives/ When next we 

‘‘ meet 
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‘‘.meet we shall talk more of this. 

Commend me to^ my more than 
• daughter. 

Thine, with God^s blessing, 

“ GaSPARI) DE MoNTBASiON.” 

This billet relieved the anxiety they ' 
felt on Montbazon's account; but 
Adolphus pondered long on the 
strange contents of this letter. He 
^ett that he merited the just rebuke 
which Montbazon had given him, and 
he determined to seek his father with¬ 
out delay; succour him in his neces¬ 
sities, or share his misfortunes. 

Montbazon i^ad not mentioned iiT 
this letter the time in which it was 
probable he would return; he had 
not indicated the place where it was 
likely that Adolphus would meet his 
father. But the necessity of Adol¬ 
phuses interposing between his father 
and the king’s speedy justice,^as ap¬ 
parent ^id ufgent. A moment’s de¬ 
lay 
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lay might cau&e liitn to be too late to 
save his father’^ life. Hc shuddered at 
this tliought» and sprang from the arms 
of Edda which were entwined round 
him* He called Olaus to himf SLiid 
' commanded him forthwith to bnckle 
on hia armour. While the warder per¬ 
formed this duty Adolphus endeavour¬ 
ed to console Edda who appeared very 
much dejected. She was well aware of ^ 
the necessity of his deppturei, and she 
sought not to detain him$ but she 
could not repress the press^e of dis- 
,aster which weighed'down her spirits; 
anS more than once her fear# whis¬ 
pered to her that their shprt-liv^ 
h^pj^iness had departed and would 
neyer retufli. Stru ruling to conceal 
her apprebensionSf and deshjous of 
hiding those feeling^ which would only 
agqniz^Adolphus, and might render 
him" less capable of exe^mting hts 
praiseworthy design, she assumed a 

^ courage 
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coarag6 wliich was foreign to her 
heart; and while with affected gaiety 
she tied his silken sash across his 
cuirass of steel, she tried to conceal 
the drops which dimmed its lustre, 
a!id smiled upoy him through her 
tears. Witli a beating heart Adolphus 
tore liiinself from her embrace. He 


commended her to the protection of 
^laus, and crossed the avenue leading 
to the cloister-prisons, which was the 
usual entrance of the knights when 
dismounted. Adolphus thought it ne¬ 
cessary to attend on this wening, i]> 
order to give iK)tice of Iris absence, 
which might be protracted to a term 
exceeding their usual limits of indul¬ 
gence! The chief tie which kept this 


extraordinary community in subjec¬ 
tion was strict discipline, and to this ^11 
the members were obliged to conform. 
When Adolphus crossed the ruins 


©f the abbey he heard the sound of a 

» s ^ , 

VOL. Ill, F * foot 
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foot on the marble pavement. He 
walked forward cautiously, for the 
place was apt for surprise, and be¬ 
tween the pillars the assassin might 
take his stand, and spring forth witli 
deadly aim. A figure now crossed the 
end of the aisle which he was ap¬ 
proaching, and stood in the center of 
the ^ave of the abbey awaiting his 
approach. By the star-light, which* 
was'CJXceeding bright, Adolphus plain¬ 
ly distinguished the tall figure of llcz- 
zonico. The monk stood still and 
^ia^iled Adolphus as he passed. 

Are you alone?'*'demanded Rez- 
zonico solemnly; do none of your 
attendants wait witliout ?'* ^ 

I am unattended," replied Adol¬ 
phus, ahd I am not to be detained 
** by trti eoil which <crosses my 
« path.—I am it! hasten reverend fa- 
ther/* added Adolphus sharply. 

^ ««Perhaps," 
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ferhaps,” exclaimed the monk 
contemptuously, H yat| ^ar to sta}^! 

Fear!” exclaimed Adolphus dis¬ 
dainfully, while he stopped and con^ 
templated the stiangfsiy perturbed 
figui'e of tlie cpnfesgor. Eez^onico's 
visage was paler than usual, and Adol¬ 
phus imagined tbat l^is almost bloodless 
lips quivered with extraordinary emo¬ 
tion, while he essayed to sp^ak. The 
sleek and composed esiterior of the 
hypocrite was no longer discernible j 
his emotion was ungovearnable and 
wild; the sudden start erf naturqjr 
own feelings oiiaracteriged his expres¬ 
sion ; and his words seemed to copie 
labouring and convulsive* from the 
heart. , * 

^ Ohl had I the toi^e of one in- 
spiretl !• I coul^ a tale uitfbld, that 
'' would;pierce thy heart with re- 
^morse! ’ —exclahned=Eezzonico^ 

A tlfou^i’ht shot across the mind of 

V 2 * Adolphus, 
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AitoJphus, that this communicatioit 
might relate to his father; he stopped 
and gave all his attention to the monk 
while he continuech 

“ Oh judgment of God ! terrible 
“ and dark! that ha% fallen on thy 
head—all thy prospects blasted in 
** thy primal — the rebellious son, 
“ tlie heretic, the scoffer of God’s 
“ true religion is now punished!—by 
this judgment is the young de- 
‘‘ fitrpyer destroyed—and the Hugo- 
iMpit warrior is overtlu*own ! 

To the purpose, good father,” 
cried Adolphus, “ you^ seem to wan- 
der^fi'om the mark,” 

Did not your blood run cold, 
“ and hprror chill thy heart ? were 
not thy limbs shaken, with convul- 
sive throes, and thy hair uplifted... 

Bpt thy soul...thy .very nature 
revolt at this most Jfoul and unna- 
tural crime ?— What alms what 
* “ deeds 
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‘ deeds of charity, and ages of re- 
‘‘ pentance can wash thy sin away?"*' 
“ What sin,..whal crime?** de¬ 
manded Adolphus with astonishment! 

“ Rash youth! ** replied Rezzoni- 
00, approaching Adolphus, ** do you 
“ not remember wh^n the hand of the 
trembling Edda was placed in thine, 
“ and a Lutheran priest mocked God's 
holy rite? Where was thy good 
** angel then ?—where was tjiy God ? 
“ —he who would have put forth his 
“ hand to save you, if you had not 
profaned his rites, and abandoned 
“ his faith«»—nay, even my warning 
voice you irfocked and heeded not! ** 
“ Where will this end ? ** exclaimed 
Adolphus, who now became alarmed 
at the solemn manner and awful words 
of file monk. « I am innocent and 
“ Edda/.- ^ 

** Miscreant! ** exclaimed Rezzoni- 
Co, tossing his arms wildly in the air 
* F 3 and 
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and starting back, “ she is thine own 
sisier/!** 

A cold dew filing on the brOw of 
Adolphus^ he tottered towards one of 
flic pillars of the abbey> against which 
he leaned nearly bereft of* his senses, 
li the monk spoke the truth it was a 
liotrible judgment!—a tt^se so dark 
and dreadful, that it almost unhinged 
his belief in the justice of Divine 
Providence. Bezzonico beheld his 
distress,—his sours anguirfi, witlioat 
the slightest feeling of commiseration 
for the sufferer, and the despair of 
S^olphus, which might have softened 
the hardest heart, served but to whet 
this demon in the inflictkMi of greater 
arttflfering. He s^lw that the counte¬ 
nance of Adolphus a^umed a etdmer 
aspect—the throbs of bitter -agony no 
loiter convulsed hitf^breast. »Rezzoni- 
CO road what was passing in,his mihd 

4 

Adojplias doubted the truth of the 

'"whole 
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^wliole statement j he recollected that 
the m6nk had ever carried himself au¬ 
daciously towards him, and always 
was his bitter foe—the tale might be 
the monk’s invention—in order to 
damn him here and hereafter, by 
prompting his ^Soul to horrid decjdsj 
and familiarizing it witli terrible crimes, 
lie liad already whispered to himself 
thi|^ consolation, when Rczzonico 
approached, and shouted in his ear, 
in a tone that rang among the ruins ; 
“ I have proofs of the AeQ^—prQqfs 
“ that will damn you^do not heed jny 
“ assertion—^give it no credit \ wit^lk 
out I pro\ie it clear as the light of 
“ day, I ask no mercy from Heaven!” 

Oh horrible!” exclaimed Adol¬ 
phus. 

Rezzonico whispered to himself; 
“ ay, now it works ! he has that witli- 
^ in him now, tjiat banishes J?leep and 
^ good thoughts £br ever! The worm 
« F 4 ” is 
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“ is prejdng on jiis heart—tlie wornt 
“ that never dies! the sense of guilt, 
‘‘ of niipardonabk, mwc—oh! how he 
WTithes !—lie suffers tlie tortures of 
“ the damned! 

The mind of Adolphus had been 
subdued, and c;rush<id . beneat}> this 
terrible stroke; but tlie storm of pas¬ 
sion was now rising in his bosom, and 
he gave way to the violent efforts of 
madness and despair. He suddenly 
spr^g towards the astonished confes- 
SQr, ^nd grasping him around the 
throat, while he shook the trembling 
of the monk, he exclaimed, 
Monster! if thou dbst not prove 
. the truth of thy assertion, by-every 
damning link of the chain of guilt; 
“ if thou dost not-satisfy me wife the 
terrible conviction—expect no mej?i- 
“ €y!',^ V ^ 

Unhand me then, and.igmpple 
‘‘.not thus rudely with my throat/* 

"cried 
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ciied,the terrified Rezzonico, I can- 
not speak.” 

“ What art thou?” cried Adolphm 
madly and still grasping him; “ art 
“ thou not a villain, a dark designing 
hypocrite? Thou hast many times 
“ sought my life—-and I have never 
“ injured thee.—It would have been 
“ mercy to have struck me to the heart 
“ ... while I slept unconscious and 
“ io-norant of guilt, or to have minis- 
“ tered to me the same potion, which 
“ sent Mehnlos to his early grave! 
“ llah! dost thou tremble? I know 
“ thee and thy terrible purpose, and 
‘‘ yet I Would not willingly deprive 
thee of life; but thou hast sought 
“ thine own doom—^thou hast haunted 
“ mef as aspirit (rf evil, and thou shalt 
consummate thy work, or I vtrill 
“ send thy guilfy soul among flie 
howling damned.” 

“ You will not murder me in the 

r 5 sane- 
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«Rez;somco» si^arc < 
ray life for thy father^ s^ke ; for 
<< 4bDOW» i»3h yomhy that bk life de- 
»«<.pendfi upon -4lie jneservatkm of 

** wed Adojplws, let- 

his hoisd pf the raonk $ that 
‘ ^narae 'baa ^saved thee for a tirae—^ 
« *ere I qwit this gloomy w'orld, which 
** has tiow become hateful and loath- 
«>snmc fto my soul, it is fitting that 
** I should perform an act of duty. 
Jjk ,ray fether^s service I sliall 
,|5pepd tlie few moments I can with- 
'Nkf hold &om the 'contemplation of eter- 
ftity.' Give me the proofs of nay 
^ crime> &il monster l ^and then lead 
j^ae io>my father.” 

A hpm «iw)w ^sounded fiqntly at a 
^ distance* Adi^phu^ was that it 
^v&4be isignal* that the^White Ooss 
Knights were now assemtUod'^ qoun-^ 
oil. It was ,neae(»sary if ^he wished to 

* attend 
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attend the couSciL to join them in¬ 
stantly. 

“ Where shall me meet again?” 
demanded Adolphus, ** as I must now 
“ haste away for a time.” 

“ It is now.” replied Bezzonico, 
“ past midnightprecisely at the hour 
” of one you will ii);^ a monk per- 
“ forming penance, opposite the image 
“ of St. Brie, in a private chapel 
“ which lies near the great western 
“ aisle of the abbey.” 

“ I have marked the place,” ob¬ 
served Adolphus. 

“ Thither repair,” said BesszonieoT 

and that,p^itent mnnk wilhcondvict 
“ you.to me.” 

Bezzonico without waiting for the 
reply ’of Adolphns, quickly ^dqd 
down the aide, .and often turned his 
head to *ohsei^e 'if^he wss puisned. In 

a ftw minutes^' Adolphus lost 

• * ' 6 Idm 
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him behind one of the buttresses of 
the abbey. 

** What if the monk do not return,” 
thought Adolphus ; “ if he holds out 
this appointment only to deceive 
me ; if he leaves .me to struggle 
** with this lingering torture, this 
** thorn, which he has implanted in 
my mind!—Oh God! that I had 
never beheld the liglrfc of day! or 
when the battle raged, and deatli 
in many shapes flew around me, 
why was I spared for this my hour 
“ of agony ?—Oh! dark and unutter- 
able crime !.. —The sense of his 


niisfortunes had exhausted his soul; 
he gave to his gtief neither sigh nor 
tear; he walked like one who wanders 


from his couch in his sleep, and lives 
in a guilty dreim. ^He wfent forth from 
those dark ruinS in* utter despair and 
brokenneis bf hfedrt.* ’Ohce his eye 


% 




resstcd 
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rested on that hervy pile which rose 
in gloomy obscurity against the stars. 
He gazed with some degree of emo¬ 
tion on the savage wildness of this 
scene, which corresponded in its cha¬ 
racter with his fate; he traced the 
pale arches, which crossed the gloomy 
horrors of the interior, into a resem¬ 
blance of the wild coinage of his brain; 
he imagined he beheld issuing from the 
ruins, and pursuing him on every side, 
demons of destruction, who impelled 
him forwards towards his evil destiny ; 
and in the very frenzy of his misery 
he hugged the chain of wretchedness" 
which had bbund him. 

Adolphus arrived in the mine at 
the breaking up of the council. His 
pale cheek and hurried step was un¬ 
noticed by the knights; he met with no 
kind greeting—no word of sympathy. 
Fanaticism and a gloomy spirit of reli* 
gion had hardened their hearts, and 

changed i 
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chaxigedall tbeg|eiiial and mild vir<-> 
tues of the soul into one cold and 
forbidding substitute — the perform¬ 
ance of .what was commanded and pre¬ 
scribed as their duty, Adolphus pos¬ 
sessed no friends among them; he 
p^sed silently and^ unwelcomed 
through tlie gloomy passages of the 
retreat. A considerable bustle was 
observable in the mine; tlie din of 
arms might be heard on every side, 
mingled with the loud and bnisterous 
voices^ of the knights, many of 
whom haying just returned from a 
^ccessful expedition, were intoxicat¬ 
ed, and quarrelling .over the distribu¬ 
tion of the spoiL Aniuttied by the 
good fortune of their fellows, - there 
was ,another expeditiem preparing .to 
^lly forth, n(*wi*wlnle4hqy weroabi^^ 
c^parifionihg their'^i^hing. slee4s> 

Wildebranfl visit- 
fog eat^ jSoUfor mlh ^ sedulous fa¬ 
miliarity, 
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miliarity, and using every means to 
squire popularity with tl)€ lowest of 
the order. 

AU these proceedings ^surprised A- 
dolphus, and if his own sorrows would 
have allowed him to examine the pas- 
sing events w:(fJi greajter accuracy, bo 
would have discovered circumstances 
still more wonderful. The orders 
wliich Tigerhielai had given on his 
departure, Uiat the knights should,ab¬ 
stain from their marauding expeditions 
until his return, had not only been de¬ 
feated through tlic intrigues of Wilde- 
braad, fbut they were even made 
of as an insinunimt for exciting re¬ 
bellion against their chiefs Wilde- 
brgnd had never lost sight of his fa¬ 
vourite oljjects-^tbe ruin of T%er- 
•jbiplmp and the discovery,of re¬ 

treat. • AUbongh the latter was mot 
yet accompJishfitd*^ yet. he hod very 
nc^vrly «aucceed|d un Ae .&st. -He 

manoeuvred 
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manoeuvred anioijg the troops^ and' 
having acquired the good opinion of 
a few daring spirits, amongst whom 
were Otter and Ulfsax, he represented 
to them what he chose to denominate 
the selfish views of their leader, who 
wished to deprive his fiiithful troops of 
that plunder which during his absence 
he had no right to share. He even 
went further, and ventured to hint on 
the authority of a communication 
which he had received, that Tiger- 
hielm ’Was at that moment betraying 
them all into the hands of their irri- 
*^ted monarch, and receiving the price 
of his treason, while he might, no 
‘ doubt, congratulate himself in having 
thus penned them up by his .orders, 
until the moment arrived when they 
were to be led forth to daughter. 
troops w^ld /have* instantly chosen 
Wildebraud for their leader, but his 
plo^s among the senior knights were 

not 
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* not Kiifficieiitly ripo for exocntion j 
and when he refused the proffered 
rommand, he f^ained additional friends 
by this semi>lance of moderation. 
The senior knights were alarmed at 
tlic spirit wliich prevailed among the 
troops, and th(!y were obliged to ap¬ 
pease them by allowing them to pro¬ 
ceed on their marauding expeditions 
against the Catholic Barons. Wilde- 
brand often took the command in these 
expeditions; and from the want of 
caution and prudence of the com- 
mander, the ranks of the confederacy 
were thinned, and many valuable lives 
were lost. The cause which had ori¬ 
ginally assembled them together was 
now tarnished by criminal excesses, 
and the banners of the Most High, 
which they imperiously carried in their 
van, werd often polluted with innocent 
blood—witlf the blood of women and of 
childi-en, whom these barbarians sacrific- 
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edaut of mere'waptonness in the, spirit > 
of crafty and revenge. The king had 
in vain endeavoured to put an end to 
theae outrages. The White Cross 
Knights were protected by the secresy 
of their subterranean retreats, and'by 
the depopulation of J,he country for 
many miles around it. The few pea¬ 
sants who remained in the vicinity of 
lliddarholoieii, were so ^thralled 
the superstitions which from infancy 
they had attached to that dreadful 
namef that if they beheld the White 
Cross Knights issuing from that murky 
"^wood^ they would have deemed them 
a troop of spirits who haunted that 
teirific^lace. it was to this popular 
auperaUtion the knights were indebted 
in a great m^ure for their safety, 
althoM^h some of their dreadful Crimea 
Calkd ?klesSifd to Heaven for vengeance. 

Wddebmod had given orders, in one 
of tbi^ expeditions, to set dre' to an 

* abbey, 



OF ULRICA. 


115 


* 4 ibbey’J, which had lat^ely been endowed 
by tlic king, and which was inhabited 
by some nuns of the order of St. Ur* 
bula. Ihe nuns were awakened in 
their cells by the tossing of the burn* 
ing brands; and while these savages 
formed a cirele^round the abbey, and 
raised a yell like demons, the temfied 
nuns sought to escape through tkeir 
ranks from tjje flames, but these hell- 
liounds tossed them back again into 
the fire, and drowned their cries by 
shouts of triumph. After waiting 
until the pile was consumed, they 
erected a simple cross on tiie ruins, 
with this inscription, The LuOierans 
to their God/ Such were th% nature 
of those excesses which Tigerhielm had 
deprecated, and in which Wildebraiid 
indulged them. ^ 

The retired tiAtet in which Adol* 
pliuh had been confincsd by Tigeriiielm, 
and wlliich w^as the scene of tliat 

• VI le Nq*** a* f f'l) J of the \ oUir 
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chiers secret studies, had bccv\ latel)? 
discovered by Wildebrand. His joy 
was unbounded, when he imagined that 
he had at length obtained an insight 
of the place where the precious secret 
of eternal life and unbounded Vv calth 
was deposited. , The^ only inhabitant 
of this place ^vas the wretched Lap¬ 
lander Hemulf. From this dumb crea¬ 
ture he found it was impossible to ob¬ 
tain information, although he was con¬ 
vinced that this man had been selected 
by TSgerhielm on this very account, 
and be deemed himself already very 
fortunate in having procured the Lap¬ 
lander, who, no doubt,Was an essential 
instruipent in the making of gold. He 
possessed himself of the papers and 
different i^llruments which he found 

• ■V'-' CS.'" ^ 

in the turr^, although he was per- 
fec^y i^orant of "’their Use. The 
strange charactefts of the* manuscripts 
he could not understand, but lie was 

cbnfident 
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confident that they contained the grand 
i^ccrei; and with the assistance of 
llcrniilf, and at his own leisure, he was 
convinced he should develop.it. The 
dumb Laplander had exhibited the 
most excruciating .distress at being 
forced away by Wildebrand, who com¬ 
mitted him to one of tl)e strongest cells 
in tlie prison. Wildebrand feared that 
even this might not hold him securely, 
for he suspected that Hernulf was a 
spirit raised by Tigerhielm's art, or 
one of tI)ose genii, whom severity and 
hard treatment only can compel to 
yield obedience to the orders of their 
master. The disitress which ^ernulf 
shewed on those occasi(^ns when Wil¬ 
debrand visited him, jro lopger seeped 
to arise from ijny fears respecting his 
own safety. His dmnb signs 
pointed to some tinMnown cause, or 
object\bf distress 5 and he gave tokens 
of expil'ing from want of nourishment, 

when 



118 


THE CURSF 


Tflien he was su!*|ounded> by the orders 
of Wildebrand, ^Ith wine and food in 
profusion. This extraordinary conduct 
Wildebrand could not account for, but 
he ’^as determined td use the utmost 
severity towards this ijaiseraWe captive, 
if he continued much longer in Ibis 
slate of obstinacy. 

By his influence among the knights, 
which had been increased by the causes 
we have mentioned, Wildebrand had 
proci^ed the condemnation of tlic 
Count Magnus M6rner at the counoil 
which was held on this very evening* 
Jlis principal object in doing so was to 
drive l^is rival to some desperate ac* 
tion, which might end in his destruc- 
tiod-^to urge him ow to parricide, or 
td expose him In hls tum to the avenge 

Wftite Cross* Knights, 
f (^dffessor^ad not yet succeeded 
in shm*in^ the fill! confidence of Wil- 
dcbr^uidl fie knew that thd'e was 
something which laboured in his breast, 

* ' and 
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fii,nd which he was desirous to conceal, 
and he moved heaven and eoith in or¬ 
der to possess himself of it but Wil- 
debrand, while he planned a retreat 
through the influence of llezzonico, 
in case of the .downfall of the order, 
paused ’ere he committed himself by 
so precipitate a step. The confessor 
had never forgotten the little cross 
which Edda, tlie reputed daughter of 
the (Jount de Beaumarcliais,wore round 
her neck at the time that he conveyed 
her to the hermit Paul. It contained 
a remarkable amulet, and was worn by 
the child from her birth ; his surprise 
%vas extreme when he recogr^ed this 
cross on the bosom of Edda on the 
night of her marriage. The sight of 
the cross, the name which hh heard 
pronounced by AdbJphuSj^ 
pression ofwher which 1 
the infantine sweetness ;0f that child 
whowi he had devoted to destruction, 

fully 
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fully proved to him tliat the fiermi- 
Paul had failed in pedbrnhTJg his duty, 
and that the child tvhose death he had 
once regretted now stood before liim. 
From the papers which Rezzojiico liad 
Ibund in the iron box %vhich lie dis- 
covered in the ruins of St, Ilkhs, he 
was certain that Edda was not tlie ofl- 
spring of the Count and Coimlcss de 
Beaumarchais: he then regretted her 
death as an useless sacriticc ; but he 
w’as struck with horror wdien on giviiic: 
these papers a minuter cxainiiiation, 
i^lie found there was every 10.1*^00 to 
conclude tliat she xvas tJiQ, sister of Adol¬ 
phus, He endeavoured tov prevent 
their marriage by awing their minds 
\vith his warning voice, to Which the 
superstitious influence of the place 
added. additional terror; but^ his real 
object" that tin^e was tojdo a grate¬ 
ful service to Wildebrand, with tjihose 
attachment he was acquainted, iind it 


was 
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iioi until a short tune after that he 
found that he might artfully ^attribute 
to higher motives the cause of his in¬ 
terference. 

The terrible denunciation against 
jii'^ father met the frenzied eye of 
Adolphus as he* ascc^lided the steps 
aliich led from the terrible tribunal. 
It vv:i- allixed to a white cross which 
w as 'h”'. :netl in the centre of the cross- 
wav^ v ' -. h hv! to tlie apartments of 
tiie knights. < oi the top of this cross 
V place I a human skull, from which 
!ii\' Wliite Cross Knights drank to the 
tfn .vbk late of him whom by this form 
thev condemnccl to immediate death. 

tf VI 

Through the name of the condemned 
was tlnust ii dagger, thus intimating 
to the coniederates that from that mo¬ 
ment he became exposed^ tp Their 
avei'giag steel; and \jfhile ^dolfSiUS 
gazed iy)on this terrible sentence, he 
wa^ reiipiidcd of the ar^ul oath w^hich 
TTL G . he 
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he had taken, and which comn^ianded 
him, in spite of the curdling of his 
blood, to outrage the most solemn of 
nature's ties, and raise a parricidal 
arm against a father's life. The hor¬ 
rors which had accumulated on his 
head through this evelitful night seem¬ 
ed now to have reached the utmost 
extent of human endurance. He 
moved onward to keep liis ap})ointment 
with the monk, and he then wished 
to leave this fatal place for ever. The 
form#‘who thronged, around him, or 
who eyed him as he passed, wore 
scarcely the semblance of human be¬ 
ings—they resembled the fabled de¬ 
mons who torture the damned, and to 
his terror-coining eye theii* hands ap- 

red with, human blood. 

his cloak around his face, 

* . 

onceal the fatal de- 
vk^s of bis name, which' emb|azoned 
his armour. He wished to eli^de the 

obsei’- 
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observation ofthe White Cross Knights, 
and he lowered his vizor more than 
once when the busy groups peeped 
out upon him from their dark cells as 
he stole quietly along. But there was 
one who watched him and followed 
him at a distanefe, whom Adolphus did 
not perceive, and whose observation 
he could not elude. As he passed 
tiu'ough the arched door of the mine, 
which was always kept closed and 
w^atched from within by a single sen¬ 
tinel, he heard tlie clock of RidSarhoU 
men strike one, which was the hour he 


had appointed to meet Rezzonico* The 
sentinel, while he lowered his harque- 
buss to Adolphus as he passed, mut¬ 
tered a prayer for his success on the 
expedition, as he took him for the 
leader of a troop that was ffoing forth 
to pillage* Adolphijs fefllfor & mo¬ 
ment ^softened and affected at the 


tliought that he ahould have obtained 


4 


e 2 
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the good wishes and prayers of any, 
human being, and he felt it with dou¬ 
ble §>rce at such a time ; but he could 
notmelp reflecting on the strange con¬ 
tradictions of human nature. “ Can 


this man pray thought Adolphus, 
aye, and murder while he prays. 
Such prayers never ascend to hea- 
ven !’* Adolphus proceeded to the 
ruins of the abbey, which were, as ’ 
usual, silent and deserted. The moon 
now emerged from some dark clouds 
and smine with full splendour on the 
scend: he was guided by her light to 
the Yuined chapel designated by the 
statue of St. Eric. Not finding the 
monk here, he was about to accuse 
Rezzonico of deceit, when he perceiv¬ 


ed something ^ving in the dark sha¬ 
dow piHars^ which the moon 

str^^lfed wross die white pavement, 
ffe conjectured that it migiit 4^ the 
monk performing penance: h|/ ap¬ 
proached 
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.preached the place*, and found it was 
ilezzonico liimself. Adolphus was 
about to address him, but Rezzonico 

i. 

placing Ids finger on his lips in taisiken 
of silence, moved onward through the 
abbey. The confessor frequently stop- 
ped and looked anxiously around him, 
and Adolphus never saw him exhi¬ 
bit such signs of fear. When they 
quitted the abbey they crossed a court 
which was covered with the fragments 
of a magnificent fretted roof, which 
had fallen in and strewed t|]^ground 
with its remains. On the opposite side 
of the court stood a row of smaU ar¬ 
cades, which remained nearly unin¬ 
jured by decay, and l»ad formerly been 
connected with the cloisters of the 


abbey. There was a ruined portal in 
the centre of them which communi¬ 
cated with an aJjo^ning^ui^jrhose 
buildings time having levelled with the 
grovuul, tlie surrounding country and 
* • G 3 part 
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part of the wooAs of Ricklarlihlmen 
were visible through the lofty arch of 
the entrance. When they stood in the 
op0n air, Rezzonico at length broke 
silence, bnt with the air of' a man who 
talks to himself. 

I have this night obseiwed strange 
** sights! Dark portents are abroad ! 
“ I fear we are observed! Have you, 
my lord,” said tlie confessor, ad«^ 
dressing Adolphus, “ ever heard that 
‘‘ banditti lurk in these ruins 
AdoJf)hus was about to reply, when 
Rezzonico laying his hand emphati¬ 
cally on his arm, pointed to the arch 
of the portal: “ Do you not observe,” 
said he in an under tone, “ that stir- 
‘‘ ring shadow on the ground? It 
** cannot be projected by yon waving 
pine?” 

' * j * I 

j|4c>iphii& saw y distinctly what ap- 
peated be the shadow of a ipan on 
the distant path; but ^ere he s^ioke. 
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*he hehrd the sound of horses hoofs, 

» 

and presently appeared a troop of the 
White Cross Knights at a distance, 
which seemed suddenly to issue ftom 
tlie bowels of the eartli. The haughty 
priest, appalled and terrified, viewed 
this ghastly vision, as he deemed it, 
passing onward in the light of the 
moon—their bright armour and wliite 
mantles gleamed like the ghastliness 
of spirits, while tlie hard congealed 
snow, which flew in clouds from their 
horses leet, appeared to be part .of the 
vapour which formed then airy shapes. 

Rozzonico crossed himself several 
times fervent^. “ Guard us from 
evil! God of Hosts avert from us 
‘‘ this omen!” ejaculated Rczzonico; 
and while he spoke the sombre foliage 
of the forest, through which they now 
gallgppeil, conccalec^ theift fr^ his 
view,^and to his eye they appeared to 
vanish in the dark wood. “ 'Tis 
• *04 ‘‘ gone,” 
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•* gone/^ said Ritzzonico, and leaves 
“ not a trace behind i*’ 

Adolplms, who was too much ab¬ 
sorbed ill his own sufferings to heed 
the terrors of the monk, and who had 
more than once endeavoured to hurry 
him forward, now bespught him to use 
more dispatcli. Rezzonico smiled in 
bitter scorn on Adolphus, and he 
scowled on him a's he stalked onw^ard 
towards the arcades. The monk tap¬ 
ped gently on a small door which 
opened into the buildings which they 
shaded. After a small delay, it was 
opened by a monk of the Franciscan 
order, who without speaking doubly 
locked the door by wliich they had 
entered, and proceeded down a passage 
which opened on each side to the cells 
of the nagnks, bearing before them an 
iron lail^# At afty otlier vime this 
circtimstanoc of ftarring all possibility 
of his escape, particularly as it w^as 

slreiiglhcncd 
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.Urengriicncd by the peculiar meaning 
visible ill tile eyes of Rezzonico, would 
liavc excited the suspicions of Adol¬ 
phus. lie now gave little attention 
to wliat passed around him, and he 
imprudently placed himself in the 
power of his dgadly enemy, without 
having taken the smallest precaution 
for his own personal safety. When 
they arrived at the door of a ceil si¬ 
tuated at the end of the corridore, the 
Franciscan made an obeisance to 
Rezzonico and retired. Adolphus 
now found himself alone with Rezzo¬ 
nico in the abbot’s cell, which was 
lighted by a lamp that burned before 
an image of the Virgin. Rezzonico 
brought forth the iron box which he 
had found in the ruins of St. Blois and 
look out of it some papers which he 
placed Oja the table before Adolphus, 
and bade him read. ^ / 

While Adolphus perused them the 
. G 5 monk 
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monk watched the changes of his coun¬ 
tenance with an observing eye, and 
when he beheld the manuscripts fall 
from the almost lifeless hand of Adol¬ 
phus, his countenance expressed 4:he 
triumph of a demon. He again en¬ 
joyed, what to his dark revengeful mind 
was exquisitely sweet, the sulFering of 
this unfortunate young nobleman; and 
when he behdd the paleness of death 
settling on that countenance, which 
the dark shade of his steel morion 
rendered still more ghastly, he al¬ 
ready triumphed in the certainty of 
possessing those rich estates which the 
death of Adolphus would secure to 
Him. 

To Adolphus there appeared to be 
no doubt of the extent of his misfor¬ 
tune;'' He could not be deceived in 
authenticity df these documents, 
whith were in tfte hai>d writing of the 
CStin^ df Momer and de Beaumar- 
' ' . chais 
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chais, and sealed with their private 
signets. The assertion of Rezzonico 
was supported by expressions contained 
in these letters which passed between 
tlie Counts at the time of the birth of 
Edda, who was placed by Count 
Morner under the prrotection of her 
maternal uncle, soon after her birth. 
The Countess Marcellina, it appeared, 
had lost her only child an infant daugh¬ 
ter, shortly after its birth, about this 
very time, and the Count de Beaumar¬ 
chais, actuated by the tenderest feel¬ 
ings towards the Countess, and ex¬ 
pecting that her heart would naturally 
expand from the exertion of a mother^s 
feelings, substituted the little' Edda, 
his newly arrived niece, for the de¬ 
ceased child. The Countess, whose 
delicate state of health did not al¬ 
low her to be made *acquainted with 
her loss, received the infant as h©r 
own, and was never made acquainted 

© 6 . with 
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with the deception which w^as practised 
tipon her. Rezzonico had, therefore, 
never any suspicion of Edda^s real 
father, until he perused these papers. 
But it must be remarked that Adol¬ 
phus was in too great agony of mind 
to observe that this important fact 
rested solely on the helitf of the 
Counts of Morner and De Beaumar¬ 
chais. 

After a paihful pause, Adolphus 
started up, and striking his forehead 
wildly, he exclaimed, “ lead me to my 

father—and then !—” He wished 


to subdue the expression of his feel¬ 
ings : he paced the cell in wild dis¬ 
order j but Rezzonico, ^ere he com¬ 
plied with the wishes of Adolphus, 
stopped for some minutes, and paid 


bis devotions before the image of the 
Virgin. He ^-ose meekly, and' ap¬ 
proaching Adolphus, he said, ^ ob- 
« s&ye the comfort ^hich our holy 



/eligion 
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religion bestows upon its votaries! 
“ abjure thy heresy^—bow before that 
sacred image of the blessed Virgin, 
“ and perhaps .,. 

' The monk paused. Adolphus heed¬ 
ed riot his words—he replied not; but 
by his gesture he oseemed to repulse 
liis demand, or rather to intreat his 
forbearance in such an hour of ca¬ 
lamity. The expression of Rexzo- 
nico’s features again assumed the cast 
of bitter hatred, and he exclaimed, 
proceed in thy guilty course, thou 
abandoned of God .... thou cursedy 
“ thou lost for ever !” 

“ Prithee*! lead on,” cried Adol¬ 
phus, or else my mind is bound up 
“ to do some terrible feat.” 

It shall be accomplished,” said 
Rezonnico aloud,—and now,” whis- 
pered the monk ’to^ himself: ‘^ifhe has 
‘‘ any feelings left, I’ll torture tliem! 
I’ll harrow up his inmost soul!” 

' Rezzonico 
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Kezzonico led the way, and tlie 
same Franciscan attended them down 
the corridore. The door was un¬ 
locked, and they proceeded in silence 
along the pavement under the arcades. 
When they passed under the ruined 
portal, they distinctly skw a retreating 
shadow, passing along the cloister ruins. 
They had not time to observe this 
object, ^ere a low and indistinct moan 
reached their ears, which appeared to 
proceed from the ground underneath 
their feet. Rczzonico was startled at 


this sound, and while he stopped to 
examine the adjoining ruins, Adolphus 
listened and almost hoped to hear 
another. For he deemed it the pro¬ 
phetic warning which told him to 
prepare for another world. He be¬ 


lieved in that ancient superstition, 
^iPmieh teaches us tos expect the death- 

C’’’ 

voice c^ling in the awful hour pre¬ 


ceding our end ; and as he now des¬ 
paired 
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paired of happiness in this world, he 
looked forward with hope to another. 
Tliey moved onward without hearing 
it again, or finding any cause to create 
suspicion ; but Adolphus marked the 
spot, in order that he might know it 
again, if e\x*r he lived to visit it. 
They now proceeded at a rapid pace, 
through an avenue of the woods of 
Kiddarholmen, which Adolphus never 
before visited. They had passed be¬ 
yond the, confines of Riddarholmen 
'ere morning appeared. The red orb 
of tJie sun had now risen; but his 
image, shorn of its glory and obscured 
by a thick mfst, appeared to usher in a 
gloomy day. Their figures were scarce¬ 
ly tinted by its light, ’ere Rezzonico 
stopped at the entrance of a pit, from 
whence a heavy and sulphurous vapoiur 
issued, which almost impeded their respi¬ 
ration. “ We must descend here,” said 

o 

Rezzonico to Adolphus, at the same' 

time 
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time he called out loudly to those who 
%vere at the bottom of tlie pit, 

** Whither do you lead me?” de¬ 
manded Adolphus. 

“ You shall see anon,” replied Rez- 
zonico; but liere we must descend,” 
added he in a more peremptory tone. 

Several figures now approsS&hed them, 
who were habited in black and noisome 
dresses ; their haggard and wan looks 
proclaimed their occupation. They 
were minqrs who laboured in the cop¬ 
per mine beneath them, into w^hich 
they now assisted Adolphus and Rez- 
zonico to descend. The way was 
perilous and dismal, and* the offensive 
vapour exhaled in such thick clouds 
that it threatened to extinguish their 
torches. When they reached the bot¬ 
tom of the mine Rezzonico dismissed 
their conductors, ^n^ he arid Adolphus 
entared a gallery leading from the 

principal 
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principal shaft. His eyes appeafed to 
be in quest of some object, and he ex¬ 
amined the recesses on each side of 
their path witli minute attention. At 
length he stopped, and grasping Adol- 
plius by the arm, he pointed to a man 
wlio sate in a S’ecess of the rock at 
some little distance from them, and 
exclaimed “ there he isT* 

Adolphus looked the way lie point¬ 
ed, and beheld a wretched man whose 
figure was scarce discernible by the 
light of a small torch which was stuck 
in the rock. His dress was that of a 
common miner, and he had apparent¬ 
ly been working with great labour 
and exertion, for his massy iron ham- 
mer rested by his side against the rock 
which he had been breaking, and large 
drops of perspiration stood thick upon 
his brow'. His face, was wdiite and 
ghastly, and round his eyes was mark¬ 
ed a Ihid circle which denoted disease. 

He 
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He appeared to be almost starving, 
and he took from a cleft in the rock a 
piece of hard and moulded crust off 
whicli he brake a small piece, and, ^ere 
he put it to his mouth, lie raised his 
eyes involuntarily to heaveJi, as tliough 
he would give thanks for his h<;uible 
food, but goaded by some feeling 
which appeared to be woiking inter¬ 
nally, he suddenly dropj^ed tliem in 
-despair upon the ground. When he 
had eaten of his crust he carefully 
lapped up what remained and held it 
in his hand, viewing it with the eye of 
a miser who imagines he has squan¬ 
dered too much of his precious trea¬ 
sure. 


Merciful Heaven, what were the 
sensations of Adolphus wlien he re¬ 
cognized in tins miserable outcast of 
society, his oumK^falhcrf His feelings 
were too acute to permit him at once 
to declare himself and press his parent 
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to his bosom. While he stood thrilled 
with horror the monk gazed on them 
with an hardened look, and he seemed 
to uci'ive some satisfaction from a scene 


vviiich he Iiad previously planned and 
contemplated in his mind's eye. While 
they stood unotTscrvcd by the miser¬ 
able Count, they heard him break 
forth into the following soliloquy, after 
he had seated himself upon a piece of 
ore to rest awhile from his labour. 


Another day is past! another d^y 
“ of misery ! I know it by the tread 
“ of friendly feet, which, at the hour 
“ of day-break visit my companions— 
“ but 1.I have no wife, no 


“ children, to press me in their arms, 
“ and bring me food. Nay, perhaps 
even now they curse me,—curse 
“ him who gave them being.—'Tis 

“ horrible!. But they owe no 

“ attention to a father whose actions 


“ have divested him of that name.— 

^ « And 



HO THE CURSE 

% ' 

“ And now, by the dint of severe 
“ labour whicli is shortening my cx- 
“ istence, I earn this poor pittance, 
my only comforter, this moulded 
crust, which is softened with my 
burning tears!—but here at least 1 

“ may breathe in ‘^eace.Who 

would seek in this rough garb 
Mdrner ?.... the illustrious.,. . the 
** once proud and rich ? My visions 
“ here too are not so much disturbed 
** by liorrid images ; and on tliis hard 
** ground I can sometimes sleep. My 
“ guilty countenance proclaims me a 
murderer in the light of day; but 

here.I am no longer pursued. 

« —I have escaped a horrid death.— 
How it freezes my blood to think 
“ of that slow and gradual mutilation 
of limb—the ^preservation of life 
and of sense^ in order to witness the 
destruction ^f each member, and 

If 

the burning of each quivering and 

' Sensitive 





OF ULRICA, 141'* 

«- 

sensitive entrail! — Oh God ! oh 
God! fear shakes me when I think 
“ of the punishment of fratricide!** 
The Count appeared to be so much 
agitated with the fears his fancy con¬ 
jured up, that he paused and looked 
round him, with • breathless anxiety. 
His eyes now rested on their strange 
figures, wliich he could barely discern 
in the gloom which surrounded them ; 
but fear caused his limbs to tremble, 
and with a frenzied look he started 
back into the recess, where crouching 
under the rock and drawing the flap of 
his coarse hat over his eyes, he hoped 
to escape observation 

At this moment some one passed 
quickly behind Adolphus, and whis- 
l)ered: “ remember the oath of a 
“ White Cross Knight !—the man in 
“ yonder cave is condemned—your 
poignardmust drink his blood!” 
Adolphus, in turning round, en¬ 
deavoured 
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deavoured to seize tlie stranger, but 
he was gone, and the gallery was so 
exceeding dark that he could not 
even trace Jiis form. 

e 

Adolph ils shuddered at the fatal ex¬ 
tremity to wln’ch he was exposed. His 
mind had become ^o confused in the 
events of the night, that he had for- 
gotlen^lie condemnation of his father, 
by that terrible decree of the White 
Cross Knights. The dreadful conse¬ 
quences of his perjury stood before 
him in all their horror ; but filial affec¬ 
tion bore down every ob ;tacle, and he 
felt that, even in tlie presence of their 
terrible tribunal, he would fly into his 
fathei’s arms unappalled, and save his 
life at the expense of his own. 

Adolphus drejy near the Count and 
exclaimed, ** risiq up, my father, rise 
“ from the cold ground, for I bring 
« you good tidings.^^ 

Bezzonico, who dreaded lest the 

^ Count 



OF ULRICA. 


143 


Count should hear any further expla¬ 
nation from his son; and deeming the 
present time ripe for his purpose, gave 
a private signal wliich was Qbserved by 
Adolphus, The Count had risen from 
the ground and stared at Adolphus 
with tlie incredulfty of a man who fears 
deceit in all who approached him. 
At this moment four men habited as 
miners rushed in upon him, and throw¬ 
ing aside tlicir disguise, displayed the 
uniform of the king’s Iiarquebussiers, 
and one of them stepping Ibrward 
seized on the terrified Count, and pro¬ 
claimed in a loud voice, that they ar¬ 
rested him in the king’s name for 
murder. 

“ He lives! he lives! ” exclaimed 

f 

Adolphus, “ that brother of whose 
“ death tlje Count is falsely accused. 
“ I have a witness who can prove my 
“ assertion to be true.” 

The guards looked sternly on Adol¬ 
phus, 
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for interrupting them in the 
perfbnnance of their duty, and these 
words of consolation were lost to the 
Count} fbrjie had fallen senseless on 
the groUnd'irttd heard them not. Two 
c£ the guards bore him senseless as he 
was in their arms ffom the gallery, 
and Adolphus, regardless alike of pru¬ 
dence and his own safety, upbraided 
Rezzonico with this foul and premedi¬ 
tated treachery. He would have torn 
the monk to pieces, but the two 
guards \^ho remained held him at bay. 
The eyes of Rezzonico sparkled with 
fury, we shall muzzle this foul- 
mouthed cur,” he exclaimed ; then 
turning to the guards, “behold your 
“ wan:ant for arresting Adolphus, 
“ the son of the Count of^Mdrner, 
“ Hiain the king*s name I deliver it to 
“ you; he is accused of high crimes 
“ and misdemeanors; and among others 
“ Jhe dark sin of mcesi is laid to his 

, ' “ charge. 
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chaige. Look to^your prisoner, and 
‘‘ your lives lie answerable for his 
*• safety! 

Adolphus was instantly seized by 
the guards ; astonishment and indig* 
nation at this double treachery ren^ 
dered liim incapable of resisting them* 
Rczzonico, ^ere they bore Adolphus 
from the mine, turned on him and 
gave him one look 'ere they parted ; 
but such a look as baffles all attempts 
to convey its portrait: there was a 
complicated expression of hatred, joy, 
contempt, and triumph, mingled in 
that look of bitter scorn, which told 
Adolphus he coftld look forward to no 
hopes of mercy. 

The monk now descended alon^ the 
galleiy, and mingled ^with the group, 
who were conveying Count Magnus 
Morner thiough one passage of the 
mine, while Adolphus was forced by 
his guards to ascend by another. Their 
VOL. Tii, H horses 
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liorspfl were waiting at the mouth of 
tbe mine, and having tied Adolphus 
to the saddle bows of a spare horse, 
they proceeded to cross the country in 
the direc&m of Hiddarholmen* 
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V 


Tliiiik fhy former 8tate a happy dream. 

From wilif li awak’d 8he truiU of what wc ai’e. 

Shows us but this—I am svvorn bi other now 

To gnm neceseity, and he and I 

IVdl keep a league till death. Shakespxiare* 

Cacumquc domds pcclus oiune retexit, Virgil. 

>S DOLPiius could obtain from his 
guards no intelligence of,the place to 
which they were conveying him, Ho 
nnJerstood from-them that they had a 
long journey to perform; but further 
dian this they did not choose to in- 
lorm liim. These men seemed to 
t|uite ignorant of the country they were 
travelling tlirough, and from what 
Adolphus could learn from their con- 
^ ersation, which principally turned on 

w 9 the 
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the subject of those terrible White 
Cross Knights who had baffled all the 
King’s attempts to destroy them, they 
belonged to some force which had 
been lately ordered to scour that part 
of the country. It was evident that 
these men entertaiRed the same opi¬ 
nion of the supernatural power of the 
White Cross Knights as that which 
prevailed among the peasantry, and 
Adolphus felt convinced that if one 
of them appeared in the full accou¬ 
trements of his order, it would be suf- 
ficient to put these heroes to flight ; 
but he could indulge no hopes of such 

an interference in his favour, as the 

* 

knights never quitted the precincts of 
Riddarholmen by Jay, and nevei* w^orc 
the dress of their order but at the hour 
they ,went forth on their midnight ex¬ 
peditions \ aiad at this tftne Adolphus 
and liis guards would in all probability 
be at a considerable distance from 

, Rid- 
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Uiddarholmen. iTie soldiers were fre¬ 
quently obliged io ask the peasants 
whom they met to direct them j but 
tiiey now appeared in a considerable 
dilemma, for they stood in a place 
where four roads met, in a wild-pait 
of the country, which w-as overgrown 
by low brushwood and scattered pine§, 
w hich stood on the edges of the great 
forest of Riddarholmen. Aft^ 
dispute, they at length made choice 
of one of them which led down a little 


wooded steep. While they rodfe along 
this way, Adolphus perceived one of 
the men fall ^suddenly on his saddle¬ 
bow without a groan. Astonished at 
this event, he thought at first that the 
man was overpowered by sleep and 
fiitigue ; but the trickling of a stream 
of blood#^own his horse’s flank un¬ 
deceived him. At that moment his 


compajaion beheld his situation, and 
looking fearfully behind him, exclaimed, 

H 3 • “ Ha! 
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“ Ila!.. a eross-bow and a White Cros^s 
“ Knight instantly galloppcd down 
the hill, leaving Adolphus in the power 
of his purser. The stranger lode up 
beside Adolphus, and he found that 
he' owed his life unqp more to the 
lailliful Conrad. 

Coni ad unbound Adolphus and gave 
him tfte aims of the guard vlio had 
talleii on the load and was now quite 
dead. They tinned their horses to¬ 
wards Riddaiholinen, and while they 
2 ode loisuicly, Conrad informed Adol¬ 
phus that lie iiad witnessed his melan- 
oholy situation when he beheld him 
on the preceding night passing from 
.the tribunal of the knights, and he 
d^ermined, in case any misfortune 
^impended over him, that he would be 
at hand to assist' and d^end him. 
With this intention he followed him 
to the cloisters, where he lay wait 
for Adolphus, and it was his shadow 

which 
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which gave so mncli alarm to Rez- 
zonico* Cdnrad, while he hiy in wait 
among the mins, had been startled by 
the groans which were wticed by 
Adolphus and RezzonicoA While he 
^vas seeking for the cause of them, 
Rezzonico and AliolpLus pursued tlieir 
way, and Conrad having now lost all 
traces of them, was obliged to give up 
all hopes of carrying his kind intention 
into effect; he still, however, Wan¬ 
dered round the confines of Riddar-* 
holnicn, without daring to epierge 
from that dark wood, for fear of being 
discovered by the peasants, and at 
length to his infinite joy he descried 
the object of his search. 

When he discovered that Ad<^phaf 
was in custody, he followed them for 
some time at a distance, in order to 
wail for a favourable #opportunity of 
attacking his escort. He seized the 
first tlidt presented itself, and using 

n his 
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his cross-bow, in to prevent an 

alarm, he sped the fatal shaft with accu¬ 
rate aim through the body of the soldier. 

While Adolphus pondered on his 
desperate situation, he communicated 
to Gonrad his resolution to proceed to 
the ruins of the cloister, in order to 
investigate the mystery which alarmed 
them. But the real cause of his liay- 
ing taken this resolution was the like¬ 
lihood of their affording him a retreat, 
and his heart shrunk from communi¬ 
cating tp Conrad the reason which pre¬ 
vented him from seeking his wonted 
residence in the secret apartments 
which Edda occupied* in the castle. 
From the vicinity of the ruins to that 
part of the cloister inhabited by the 
Franciscans, he might be enabled to 
procure some intelligence of his fa¬ 
ther, and of, tl\e ektent of Ihe sangui¬ 
nary intentions of Rezzonico. The 
short span of a winter*s day was al. 

\ ready 


1 
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ready closing round them when they 
arrived at Riddarholmen, and while 
Conrad led their horses towards the 
stables of the knights in tihe depth of 
the mine, in order to prevent disco¬ 
very, Adolphus^wandered among the 
the foundations of the ruins, near the 
spot from whence he had heard the 
sound proceed. After listening for a 
few minutes he imagined he heard 
them again ; but it was so faint a sound 
that he thought it was the wind sigh^ 
iiig through the deep vaults which lay 
beneath the ruins. He heard it again 
more distinctly; and as he passed 
along a grated window which was in 
the end of a vault, he imagined hjB 
heard the sounds proceeding from 
within. He called out and demanded 
if any huipan creafure was immured 
theie ? The moans which he had heard 
audibly before now suddenly ceased 

H 5 Afte^ 
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After a fmuse, a Vdice from within 
cried faintly, is that the foot of 
** 'Hernulf ?—art thou come to feed 

4 

me, good Hernulf ? If you have a 

heart, let me die any death but that 

of hunger!^* 

► * ^ 

Adolphus was struck with the idea 
that this was some wretched captive 
confined by the knights, and placed 
under the care of Hernulf. After ex¬ 
amining the place, he could discover 
no inlet, until his foot happened to 
strike against an iron ring, which was 
fastened to a stone in the top of the 
vault. When by the exertion of his 
strength he had removed this stone 
from its place, he found' some steps 
leading into the body of tlic vaqjt. 
When Adolphus had descended, he 
could discern no dfagect within, for the 
0hit rays of twilight could not pene¬ 
trate the gloom of this dismal dungeon. 

He 
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He called out onttp more to the utu> 
happy being whose voice he heard 
through the grating. 

After a pause, the same Voice cried 
out, give me some water to quench 
this intolerable thirst f * 

Who art tiSoux^’ demanded A» 
dolphus. 

A miserable man!*^ relied the 
voice, << give me some food for cha» 
niy, or I die!” 

Wretched being! what is thy 
‘‘ name? • 

“ I have none/^ replied the voice, 
I have Cortot my name, and all 
things of that blessed time; though 
sometimes I dream that the sxin 
shines on me, and men call me 
“ l^rinoe —though here th^ call me 
misery i** » 

Alas V* thought Atiolplius, he is 
not iiu his right mind/* 

The sound of steps above his bead 

M 6 announced 
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announced the approach of Conrad. 
Adolphus called upon him from the 
vault, and Conrad descended with a 
torch, which he now kindled. By its 
light they perceived that they stood in 
a gloomy vault of much larger extent 
than they at firfet imagined. They 
discovered upon one side the remains 
of an immense rack, and various bolts 
to secure the sufferers, and many in¬ 
struments of torture lay strewed upon 
the floor. But what attracted all their 
attention, and filled them with inex¬ 
pressible horror, was the appearance 
of the unhappy captive, who was lying 
weak and faint, at the bottom of a 
large iron cage, which was suspended 

from the roof at one end of the vault. 

* 

He was, apparently, dying; and ap¬ 
peared so exhausted with t}ie conver¬ 
sation he had Sield with Adolphus, 
that he could no longer convey his 
meaning but by signs. 


Iloved 
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Moved at this picture of iHisery, 
Adolphus dispatched Conrad for some 
provisions and cordials, while he stuck 
the torch near the cage^ and contem¬ 
plated the wretched captive. His age 
appeared to be very great; his eyes 
had lost their fire, and his silver beard 
descended low upon his breast: his 
nails had grown long and crooked lift 
the talons of a raven, and through his 
tattered robe, his sharp bones struck*^ 
their prominent joints. This miserable 
man brought to the recollection of 
Adolphus, the memorandums which he 
had found in the cell of the cloister- 
prisons, and he almost persuaded him¬ 
self that this was the very captive who 
had written them. 

* ‘‘ Henceforth,*^ thought Adolphus, 
“ with misery will J dwell, and here 
will I lie beside xoy companion in 
“ misfortune. What crime can this 
« wretch have committed to deserve 

. “ this 



ISS 


Tim CVRSC 


this puradslioicnt? Howharrible is 
this refiriment of cruelty! The 
** boards of his prison are wOm with 
his knees» and frequent tread l-*-how 
closely we are attadied to existence, 
when this poor wretch husbands it, 
** and dares not dash himself to atoms 
“ against the bars of his prison!—^But 
“%iB fate is happiness 'compared to 
mine!—^habit has reconciled him to 
“ his sufferings. The sun of yester- 
day did not shine upon hiim ^ nor is 
his darkness made more intolerable 
byjthe comparison. Dark is my fate! 
and utterly remediless!—there is no 
« human being, no power on this earth 
can give me back the bapphaess 1 
have lost!—the happiness of ytst^r* 
<< day ! Oh God! give me strength 
<* to bear my misfortunes, ayid forti- 
“ tude to die not*unworthily 
Overpowered by his evil destiny, 
and sinking isnder the load of bis sor« 

< ’row, 
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row, tha wretcked Adolphus felt his 
brain burnings with the thoughts 
and dreadful purposes which rushed 
upon it. He stood by the little grated 
window, tiirough which the cool air of 
the evening fanned him, and chased 
away the burning drops which stood 
upon his brow. While he leaned a- 
gainst the bars, he heard a voice call¬ 
ing upon him, fearfully, and in a low 
tone, as if 4t feared to be overheard. 
It was Conrad’s voice calling him 
through the opening at the top ^f the 
vault. 

“ I will come to thee, good Con- 
“ rad,” replied Adolphus. 

Oh! my lord, approach me not, 
** or I must fly!” exclaimed Conrad 
in terror, “ even now, perhaps, I 
“ break try oath foi»love of thee ! 

I do not comprehend you,” ex¬ 
claimed Adolphus, approaching him, 
and 1 hear but indistmctly.” 

« If 
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If yoH approach, my Ibsd, I am 
” dainned for ever! for I cannot kill 
« thee 

Hah !” exclaimed Adolphus. 

« Thou art condemned by our tri- 
** bunal, for having broken thy oath/' 
cried Conrad. Oh God! I heard 
the fatal sound, when they drank 
from tlie cup of blood! ^ Some 
** strange confusion rages among the 
White Cross Knights, and I stole 
“ out unobserved to give you warn- 
« ing P' yon must instantly fly this 
** place, and I will succour the pri- 
soner below. You )vere observed 
« returning by one of Wildebrand's 
party, and hither they are coming 
‘‘ in search of you. I hate brought 
a peasant's dress, which was part of 
** my last plunder; it wilh serve to 
disguise yoii-^fly!—O God! they 
<< are coming 1" 

Adolphus ascended the steps of 

^ the 
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the vaultin haste, and looked on every 
side wilJwut exposing hiihself to ob^ 
scrvation ; but the only sound he heard 
was the retreating steps* of Conrad. 
Tlie terrible denunciation which the 
White Cross Knights had issued a- 
gainst him, drove him from the man¬ 
sion of his forefathers, and he hasten¬ 
ed to depart, in order that Conrad 
might the sooner give assistance to the 
unhajipy captive. 

'Adolphus now called to mind the 
warning which had been given in the 
copper mine; and he concluded that 
some of Wildebrand’s party had traced 
him thither unobserved, and had given 
testimony again&t him* *Ere he de¬ 
parted, he threw his helmet down into 
the vault, and covered his head with 
the coars^ peasant’stcap, and over his 
cuirass ,he threw thdr common gar¬ 
ment, and thus disguised, he quitted 
the ruins of the abbey, and darted into 
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the thickest part ofi^e . His 

span of existence he now looked upon 
as nearly closed, and his dai'k day was 
sinking fast into the tide of eternity- 

How delusive tlie whole scene of hu- 

* 

man existence appeared to him ! He 
pondered^ on the strange destiny of 
IIman; and with a rapid glance he 
viewed his past life. How fpw the 
^moments of enjoyment! how fleeting 
too! like a few transitory sunbeams 
shooting.athwart the clouded horizon 
of lii»^ ymjth* His soul was rendered 
more *gloomy by the retrospect 1 and 

once the dark towers of KiddarbiOU 

\ 

men , met his eye, from wh^h he turn» 
ed with involuntary horrof;|!He passed 
the avenues of Jdiddsurholmin in safety, 
and took tlie roadf^ading the little 
hamlet of Nerlufida, 


The hour at which the knights usu¬ 
ally went ahrbad had not yet arvived, 
and Adolphus felt a hoj>e of procuring 
' ^ ' Vome 
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some friendly roo^ which might con¬ 
ceal him from their vengeance.^ The 
hamlet i^as still, and the village hinds 
>vere buried in sleep. There was no¬ 
thing good to be^seen abroad at such 
an hour, and Adplphus feared his garb 
of misery would pi'ejudice the good 
l^sants against him. He determin¬ 
ed, however, to knock and demand an 
asylum; for the night was sullen, and ^ 
the wind Mew piercing cold. He 
knocked, with a trembling teind, a- 
gainst a cottage door. Ah agSd fe¬ 
male thrust her head from a casement 
and bade him htcgonc, in a' rude voice, 
as never Roused a needy beggar. 
Adolphus remonstrated, but the wo¬ 
man was inflexible, and closed tho 
casement in, anger. other plac^ 

he met with the same*' rOpulse; and 
some eveh threatened to loose their 
dogs, who guarded their cattle from 

the 
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the wolves, if he passed kot onward 
from their door. 

Adolphus walked on in despair and 

% 

tried as a last hope the remotest cot¬ 
tage in the village. pleaded his 
wretchedness to an aged man whom 
his knock had brought to a window of 
the cottage. I am miserable and 
“ hungry/* said Adolphus, “ do not, 
therefore, turn me from your door 
at such an hour as this.” 

“ God wot,” cried the hind, I 
** heifer did it yet, and I shall not 
” learn to be hard-hearted in my old 
‘‘ age; an thou be hqnest, I will let 
** thee in !** ^ 

The peasant struck a %ht and came 
down to open the door; but he had 
nb sooner beheld the face of Adolphus 
than he started^back, and his coun¬ 
tenance shew^ed. evident marks of asto¬ 
nishment and horror. 

Thou art some murderer,** said 

the 
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* the peasant; “ your face is blanched 
^ith guiit—I will not* harbour thee, 

“ Stay! I recollect thee now.I 

** have seen thee in othe^arbs—say, 
art thou not a MornerP —a name 
“ which here we never pronounce 
without horrpr i” 

“ Alas 1 alas!” exclaimed Adolphus, 
you speak the truth. I am one of 
“ that unhappy race. Not... guilty,” 
he was about to say, but his cheeks 
burned with shame and his tears 
choaked him. He could only add, 
** I am in the utmost need.” * 

The peasant looked at him for a few 
minutes as i£ in doubt what to do; at 
last he said, “ this is an innocent roof 
«< —I hav^> prospered under it, and so 
have my father and grandfather be- 
'•* fore me—Ibelii^e it never harbour- 
ed a guilty thing, or witnessed a 
“ guilty deed. Art thou not accurs- 
“ ed ? has not heaven blasted thy fa- 

“ ther’s 
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therms prosperity, and burned his cas- 
tie and consumed his'^ docks and 
herds? — No, no, I will not bring 
** a judgment on my cottage by stand- 
ing ir^ tlie way of heaven’s decree, 
“ which says, thoti shaU st^er for the 
« sim of thy fathers /” 

Adolphus looked up once more and 
implored Ills compassion but for oue 
night. “ No, no,” cried the peasant, 
it cannot be; m ert thou a starving 
« beggar, loathsome and covered with 
disease, I would wash thy sores, 
** feed'ihee, and shelter thee$ but a 
“ Mdrnerl Oh ! no, I cannot harbour 
the accursed of God!.. ‘^Morner!.,. 
** Young man, I cannot Iqt you pass 
my threshold~in God’s^ft^e speed 
“ on|(fard.” 

So saying the old peasant (^Jpsed the 
dpor in the face of^ Adolphus and re¬ 
tired to his bed.’ Th^ heart-broken 
Adolf^us '"ci^Lwardf He. had 

found 
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• ^bunil a denial of the common charity, 

t 

which everi a misftable.beggar might 
claim. He had not where to lay his 
head, and in such a nigl^ as this he 
was turned forth to the merciless ele¬ 
ments—^liis fellow man had denied him 

•h 

help, and had refused to save him 
from destruction. Adolphus felt a 
curse rising up from the bottom of his 
heart against all mankind when he re¬ 
flected on Uieir hardness of heart; bu^ 
he. checks it, and endeavoured to 
banish passion of misanthropy, 

which laying hold o£ his mind. 

He descended from the inhosjpitable 
hamlet to porders of the lake : his 
gait was ag^ted and unequal ^ some¬ 
times he r^l"#ien, stopped by the op¬ 
posing branchy he would mus#^ for 
hours, lei||ing pgainst the trunk of a 
lofty pine. He turned away from the 
habitations of beings ibf med like him- 

selfi and he ^voiiJed the iright of man. ‘ 

The 
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The young peasants, when /they beheld 
his distracted air, his wild mid hag|^ard 
look, ran away scared at his approach. 
He subsisted for some time on the 
hard winter berries he found in the 
clefts of the rocks or scarred in the 
woods which hung ov^r the lake j but 
even this was a precarious supply, and 
he was^often driven to support nature 
by chewing the bitter bark of the pine. 

^ His shelter by night was the deft of 
some decayed tree or a caVity in the 
rocky cliffs, from whence vrith a fire¬ 
brand he scared the wolves who roam¬ 
ed in .that hour abroad. Sleep sel¬ 
dom visited him, and when it did it 
mocked his wishes fdr repose 5 for in 
his dreams he lived agafe in miserv, 
and ^^uffered all his pains anew. The 
smiling image of Edda woi^ rise be¬ 
fore him, glowing and fresh from her 
rosy slumber, phe would part the 
dark curls which clustered on his fore- 

' t • 

head, 
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head^f^ kiss ^his ^^ukiing c^^k, and 
wake him by the name^of/ 
Horror-struck at that na^, even in 
his vision his teeth would gnash to^ 
gether—hia.^brow would grow moist 
with the dew of fear—his hands would 
grapple with each other and tear hig 
palpitating flesh with unsightly gashes, 
denoting some terrible shock of na¬ 
ture. His constitution sunk beneath* 
tjicse mental and bodily sufferings. 
He felt 3®/ very ill—the hand of death 
was upon him—yet a wish, a faint 
wish, to feel the warm hand of a hu* 
man being,tjie hand of the low¬ 
est of his ^^^lo^ creatWes, • press his 
own in . hi$;rSst hour, now rose \^ithm 
him. He felt ^n inward dleaC a 
creeping hS^ror steal upon him at the 
thoughts of dying from the dwel¬ 
ling of man, and at* leaving his un¬ 
guarded reniains to be devoured by 
tlie wolves and bears who prowled 
vo^.iii. .1 ' through 
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through the woods. He ^summoned 
up resolution and exerted the little 
strength which remained to liim in 
descending to the shores of the lake. 
It was late in tlie evening \vhen he 
crossed its sandy be^ch, and it was 
the last effort of which Iiis strengtli 
was capable. His head grew giddy, 
and overcome with weakness, he fell 
-upon the ground at the door of a cot¬ 
tage. He had not strength to give a 
signal to those within—his hand was 
upon the latch, but he was unable to 
raise it; and a feeble cry was all the 
expression of distress he was able to 
utter. But 'ere he fell powerless, 
there was a consolation iinparted to 
his h^arl; he thought he recognized 
the place—-it was associated with ideas 
of pleasure and pi* kindness, which af¬ 
fected him even, to tears ; but yet in 
the very, weakness of his braih, in a 

sickness, he could 
sul^imon 


mind dissolved by 
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summon no cle^ ideas erf the cause 
of this emotion. The noise occasion- 
cd by his fall against th^/threshold, 
aroused an aged cottager and his wife, 
who came forth from the cottage with 
lights. The o\d cottager, surprised 
at seeing the body of a man lying at 
his door, turned the face up^vard to 
give it air, if indeed a spark of life re^ 
mained, ** Cross of Christ! ” exclainu 
ed the woman when she beheld some 
devices on bis armour which she view¬ 
ed underneath the ragged peasant's 
dress, “ it is surely a White Cross 
Knight!** • 

“ Oh Heaven!’' exclaimed the pea¬ 
sant, ‘twhat do I see? all powerful 
“ God!'—is the young Count of 
Morner! ” 

Adolphus raised *lps eyes at the 
•ound of that voice; it was^the good 
Axel Olof and his wife, Ulrica i—-Plea* 
sure beamed on the pale countenance 

’,12 * of 
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of Adolphus the moment* he recog¬ 
nized them, “ and wilt thou receive a 
” Count Mdraer within thy door ? 
the enemy of our house and we your 
bitter foes, say, Axel, wilt thou not 
spurn me from thy threshold ? the 
accursed of God and the descendant 
of the man, who brought woe and 
lamentation upon your wife’s ances- 
« tor—say, Axel, wilt thou not leave 
** me to perish? and drive away ih 
scorQ and anger the unblessed 
** head?” ' 

Forbid it, Heaven,” cried Axel, 
the God I serve is a (jrod of mercy 
—then how should I have hopes of 
mercy hereafter, if I didtiot extend 
t6 you his greatest attribute ? ” 

“ Prithee cease,crieA the good 
Ulrica—** while you stand chattering 
here, the young Count is lying in 
** the cold night air—^bear him in I 

say^ 
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“ say; hioii, in to our warm 

“ hearth/" 

Adolphus, by the assistance of Axel, 
was able to rise and ^ite*? their hos¬ 
pitable cottage, where we shall leave 
him in tlie care of these hospitable 
peasants, and return to the sufferings 
of his guilty father. 

Rezzonico might well be justified 
in thinking that the means he had 
taken to xi4 himself of the heir of the 

house of Mdrner would be attended 

( 

with success, from the moment that 
he had made the discovery of Adol¬ 
phus's marriage. He laid the proofs of 
tlie crime of incest, with which he 

■f'' 

charged !^, before the king. A war- 
rant for his immediate arrest was dis¬ 
patched to Rezzonico, who, as this 
affair came before ecdesi|Lstical juris- 
dictioUj was appointeH with/ull powers 
to prjeside as judge in. the cause, ; In 
order to keep the Count ignoran^^ fer 

• I 3 • some 
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some time at least, of the tiite of Adol- 
phus, the abbot ordered him to be 
conducted to the castle of a baron, who 
was devoted to the interests of the 
church of Rome: here he was to be 
kept in safe custody until Rezzonico 
found the time ripe to jironounce judg¬ 
ment and lead him to execution. Rez» 
Eonico found out, by mere accident, 
where the Count Msignus Mdmer had 
concealed himself. By Ms orders the 
ioldiers* were placed in the mine in' 
order ta watch the Couht, ahd also td" 
sesist in the aircst of Adolpfatis, 
Rezzonico iftiould find it necessary, imi- 
m^ihdtely after the destnictkm his 

castle and d^esnes at Cropberg, the 

_ >1 

Couiit fled from the scene, and escap-* 
ed from ftie horrors of that night, only 
to flufier greater misery. Rezzonico 
had |>romii^;^d to boneeal the unfortu¬ 
nate Count in the cloisters of : the 
abbeys' and to the hated neighbouiv 
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ilood of RIddai'holmen he was obliged 
to turn his steps, in order to insure 
iiis,.escape from the messengers of jus¬ 
tice which were dispatched"" in pursuit 
of him. Bezzonico had arrived only 
a few liours before the Count, and the 
haughty abbot did homage before the 
Count for the investiture of those 
moveables which the Count had 
mised to the abbey, and which in Just 
necessiti^ he did not tliink it prudent 
to rf^nse- Bezzonico was wxU pl^ed; 
that; the Count had fallen 1 ^, imwit- 
tingly into his powerj and be resolved 
to esert fill his influence over the 
Count, and all rhetoric in filling 
his mind with religious terrors, in order 
to extort foom liim the entire, of bis 
immense untenanted possessions, ta 
be vested in the abbot and bis^sncces^ 
sors on the Count^fif deqe^* Thia 
design of liczzonica was Ibaifled by 
the unexpected appearance of Herp^ 

i lif • at 
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at abl^y, Th^ Commit no sooner 
behdd the traitor’s countenance# than 
ha resolved to. fly from the treacihi^ry 
which he liacl no doubt was meditating 
against him. The Count fled from the 
abbey, and was driven by his guilty 

conscience, by tlie feav of death, and 

< »< * 

by the terrors of a public execution 
into the lowest abyss of human misery. 

The moment Rezzonico obtained in¬ 
telligence of the place where the Count 
concealed himself^ he laid the plan 
we hav^ related to obtwi possession of 
him once more, and he took care^not 
to approach the persem of the Count, 
until he came forwaid ip the character 
.,©f his deliverer. Rezzonip) had kept 
aloof from %im in the mine, and he 
seized an,,opportunity of coming un¬ 
expectedly, tbe soldiers who were 
conveying him to .prison. These sol- 
,p]acc4 the disport of 
Bezzoakn. fpr the pui^^ of arrestr 
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hig Aclolp^lrus; ^tid from tWe well 
known power by which the confessor 
acted, they did not hesitate to be¬ 
come his instruments in his villainous 
scheme ; nor did they refuse to deliver 
their prisoner into his hand, when the 
artful monk, With seeming pity for the 
Count, demanded it. The unfortu¬ 
nate man scarcely gave credit to I& 
senses, when he found the chains with 
which they had bound him were re- 
moved. His niind, which was freed 
from the 'tei'rOrs of d^th, gave loose 
to bl^travagant joy; and while he kissed 
the knees pf Rczzonico, he wept like 
a child, and iftiplored the mohk's 
benedictioft. ■ 

Rezzonico acted his part inimitaWy 
well; he raised him up—soothed hiih 
—and while he did^not'todtfely dissi-i 
pate his fears, he'flatt6red?'ijj,jn with as* 
suranucs of his sirfety, itnd promised 
him, as far as lay in his power, ^ 

• I 5 • conceal 
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conceal him from the purWit of his 
enemies, and to exert all his influence 
to procure Jiis final pardon. Re^zoni- 
CO conducted his miserable patron 
once more to St. Bridget's Abbey, 
where the Count assumed for a time 
the habk of a lay brotlfer of the order, 
pursuant to the advice of Rezzonico, 
who held out as the ostensible reason, 
that the Count would not be so liable 
to detection ; but in reality Rezzonico 
wished i\im to mingle in the prayers 
and austerities of the Fransiscans, in 
order that religious fears might pre¬ 
dominate in his mind, and that he 
might be accustomed to that habit of 
obedience and ready deference, which 
the monks were always in the excr- 
of shewing towards him, since he 
had been invested with the authority 
abbot. That dread whicli the 
Count entertained <£ the tortures and 
ftcrnai disgrace of a public execution * 
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was the chief auxiliary which Bez« 
zonico possessed in his .scheme of 
persuading his patron to^ disinherit 
his son, and convey his estates to the 
abbot of St. Bridget and bis succes¬ 
sors. 

With respect* to Adolphus the con¬ 
fessor felt perfectly at ease: he ima¬ 
gined he was at that time safe in 
the dungeon to which he had con¬ 
signed him ; and as he might easily 
be got rid of he no longer considered 
liim as an obstacle to his designs. The 
Count was ignorant of Edda’s exist¬ 
ence ; and after the death of Adol- 
phus that secret would be secured in 
the bosom of Rezzonico alone. The 

•f 

fate of the Count seemed thus to be 
entirely placed in the hands of this 
insidious and immoral maUf for Bez- 
zonico had it in his *powqf^ to prefer 
the charge of murder, or stay execution 
against him at pleasure,^as Hermai^ 

‘ 16 • was 
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was the cenly witness who 'had as yet 
^come. forward to substantiate the 
charge, and over his now repentant 
mind the coi^fessor had of late acquir¬ 
ed complete ascendancy. When the 
Count’s feeble frame had become still 
more eipaciated by th^ abstinence and 
self-denial w hich Rezzonico persuaded 
him to practice, his mind seemed to 
have reached that point of imbecility 
and enervation wliich the abbot deem¬ 
ed favourable to bis purpose. The 
confesspr informed the Count that he 
had received a dispatch from the king, 
in which his majesty stated, he was 
informed that the Count' was concealed 
in , the abbey, and he besought the 
reverend lather abbot to deliver up 
bis person into the hands of justice. 
rTbe dispatch statfid further, the king’s 
indignation against the .Count Iqr hav- 
ing deceived him with a shew of inno- 
and afterwards flying from the 

chance 
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clianc<j of clearing himself before his > 
peers, according to the "laws his 
country, Rezzonico filled the Count^s 
mind with terror by this Account; and 
wlien this despairing man was about 
4>nce more to fly, the confessor de¬ 
tained him, anH asked him whither he 
would proceed? ** The King^sguards 
“ are at the gate, there is no possibility 
of egress/’ 

I am lost. past help!.... past 
** hope !”. .. exclaimed the Count, 
Rezzonico thiew out a hint that 
was a way by which he might yet 
be saved, and by which he might pre¬ 
serve his estate, his rank, and his life. 
The Count was all eai* while Rezzonico 
continued : For the children of the 
“ church, for those who become heirs 
“ of grace, by making the church heirs 
“ of llieir wealth,—wte would arm our- 
“ selves with the holy ponti flip’s power, 
** and shut our doors in the face of 

the 
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tlie civil authorities ;-^aye, against 
even their armed bands! There is 
but thisjast step left,” exclaimed 
the monk: ‘‘Convey by deed of gift 
“ the whole of your possessions in re- 
“ mainder to this foundation, and w^e 
“ will forthwith obtain* from the sove- 
“ reign pontiff’a bull of grace,—a free 
“ pardon for all your crimes and mis- 
“ demeanors,—a rescript of sovereign 
“ efficacy j yea, even a passport unto 
“ salvation! We will then issue the 
“ thunders of the Vatican against 
“ those who would disturb your re- 
“ pose. We will excommunicate even 
a monarch who dares to wag his 
“ tongue against you, or to lay ble- 
“ misb upon the spotless purity of 
“ your fame.” 

The Count remained buried in 
thought fcr a fetr minutes, during 
which Rezzonico anxiously waited his 

answer^ 
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answer. The Count at lenertli ex- 

I 

claimed in reverie, “ I have a son 
“ True,’* cried Rczzonica interrupt¬ 
ing him ; you had a soti, but what is 
“ he now ? a traitor to his country and 
his God! in league with the pillag- 
ing barons—fiends of hell! who spare 
neither age nor helpless infancy; 
who fired the abbey of Wadstena, 

and tossed into the flames the sisters 

• 

of St. Ursula.—Is this a son to doat 
upon ? to sacrifice your life for his 
. fortunes ?—he that in the field of 

“ battle would tilt his bloody spear 
against bis ^father’s heart?** 

*Tis horrible.** cried Count Mor- 
ner; how learned you this ?** 

Rezzonico nowxecounted to him the 
recent intelligence he had received 
with respect to* the rescue of Adol¬ 
ph us^ by the White *Crosr*,^ Knights, 
from the king’s guards^ but^be did not 
implicate himself in this afl^r, nor did 



]84 


THE CtJRSL 

{ 

f 

lie acquaint the Count with, the cause 
of Adolphus’s ari^st The confessor 
added, that he had the very guafd 
ready to prodlice, who escaped in that 
skirmisli, if the Count wislied further 
proof of his statement. 

The Count professed himself satis- 
fied-^dreadfully satisfied of the truth I 
and he held the sight of the king’s 
^ards in such' abhorrence since his 
own capture, that he coftld not bear 
the mention of their appearance. Com¬ 
pelled ‘by his fears to listen to the . 
monk’s overtures, he was at length in¬ 
duced to comply; and,with a trem¬ 
bling hand, he made over unto the 
Abbot of St. Bridget and his sudees- 
sors for over, the entire of his pos¬ 
sessions after his deatk 

Rezzonico, immediartely on the exe¬ 
cution ofi^ihis deed by the Count, 
wrote tetter* to the holy Pontiff, and 
dispatched a special messenger tvith it 
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o!i that ver^" evening to Rome. The 
lew soldiers who stood at the cloister 
portal, and acted their pa^ts in this 
scene, by the orders of Kezzonico, 
were dismissed, and the artful abbot 
took every pains to relieve the Count^s 
mind of fiuther feat relative to this 
chai’ge. Blit while he spoke^ he 
tered to heaven an hypocritical prayer 
to avert its heavy judgments from the 
Count’s illustrious house, and to light¬ 
en the weight of that cww wbkh held 
so baneful an influence on their pros¬ 
perity. The Count’s mind was always 
powerfully kritated whenever that sub¬ 
ject rose before it; and .aS' he was now 
relieved from all immediate anxiety 
respecting himself, his thoughts would 
sometimes stir liim to Revenge all bis 
misfortunes upon tJie Olofe^ When 
he relied upon procuring fbe^romised 
favour and/mediation , of tlie holy la¬ 
ther, with fi4llest confidence, he would 

often 
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often start back, terrified at the way* 
\vardness of his fate ; and liis hopes ol* 
ultimate success would yauish, when 
he opposed ho them the fatal influence 
Vfhich this liated liad obtained 

over-the dim star of hb Jmtise, which 
now waned fearfujjjrartd dismally, and, 
as h^ jftpprehended, approaclied unto a 
. He felt thei course which 
token was a Judgment on 
his he^« rHe )»qw himself , < 

aod m im trying jwdgcaent wretch¬ 

ed fetolist imagined that by extinguish- 
mg ijio niime; of the Olof family for 
ever, his name would ascend and shine 
with all its original splendour: could be 
but effect &is, be would then not yalue 
the Pope’s interference; hb might obtain 
his deed of gift, or set it aside his 
son .would be restored , to him in 
mind, as^ell arf blood# he might timn 
call him his ebild^e king’s' ^vour 
wioidd Qw in its former ^^hannel to¬ 
wards 
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wards Jiim—Ids health would be re- 

■# 

stored, and his mind cleared of the vi¬ 
sions which haunted it j whilp his es- 
tates would gladden his eye with 
plenty, and the dark towers of Rid- 
darhohnen would once more shew 
forth their sun-gilt spires; they would 
again rejoice in thfitbeam, which since 
the mtse had never fihone throi^ the 
dark clouds which lowered upon Shem. 
Such was i 3 ie nature of that extraor*- 
dinary infatuation which possessed his 
minds, that he thought the exist^efe 
of the Olofs was the spell which held 
an influence similar to magic over 
him $ and he imagined that the mo^ 
ment in which he should destroy the 
enchanters, the monsters and dire 
plagues Which hk wand had raised^ 
would vanish like ithe* gloon^ images 
of a morninjg dream* * ' , c, 

Rezeipnico cleariiy understood the 
power which this passion of hatred 
‘ * • * exerted 
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exerted over the Count’s mind, and he 
fed the flame with every artful insinua¬ 
tion and, dark suggestion. This dia¬ 
bolical fiend* M^as not yet satisfied vitli 
what he had obtained 5 his restless 
ambition spurred him 01 ^—he thirsted ^ 
after the enjoyrheiit* of his posses¬ 
sions; he was intriguing at the Holy 
!See, and restless and eager to obtain 
the means of satisfying his creatures, 
*and obtaining, by dint ofbriber)^ those 
higher Jtonours after which he panted. 
~He«did not wish the Count to be 
long lived. He was in hopes that the 
strong arm of one of the Olofs, whose 
blood the Count thirsted after, might 
free him from a man, who having per¬ 
formed every thing the confessor ex¬ 
pected and desired from him, hung like 

a dead incumbrance upon him, anil 

< 

prevented him* from rising to his ad¬ 
vancement. 

Uez^oiuco had dispatched Herman 
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in a quarter where he expected some 
information might be obtained relative 
to the dreadful confederacy of the 
Wliite Cross Knights. It was late in 
the eveningwhen Herman returned to 
the abbey, "aud^he was immediately 
conducted pirv’^atety to the abbot’s cell. 
The* suspicions of ftezzoiuco Had been 
from time to time awalvened by those 
strange appearances which he had be-» 
held, and'those extraordinary sounds 
he had heard, which seemed to Him 
to proceed from the bowels of the 
earth/at certain times of the night. 
How gieat was his dismay and con¬ 
sternation, when Herman informed 
him that he had every reason to be¬ 
lieve, that in the very moment In 
which he spote, tlxe White Cross 
Knights were tlieb assembled fn deep 
couhfcil, iti a suliferraneous* retreat, 
which*extended under the very chair 
'U which the reverend abbot was then 

sitting. 
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sitting. Rezzonico startsd appalled 
at the very sound of their dread name! 
and he instantly recollected the ghast¬ 
ly troop he had witnessed at midnight, 
and many other strange circumstances 
which had accopipanied the frequent' 
'interviews he bad held with Wilde- 
brand of late. Hermanns account rest¬ 
ed entirely on the conclusions be drew 
« - 

•fromhisown observations; bht Rez¬ 
zonico found it so confirmed by his 
own suspicions, that he gave it "im¬ 
plicit credit. The next piece of in¬ 
telligence which Herman communi¬ 
cated was scarcely of less importance. 
Prince Charles, the king's brother, had 
given in a memorial to his majesty, 
in which het deposed that the Count 
Waldemar Momer, of whose murder 
the Count Magnus Momer stands 
cliarged,'" is alive; he professes himself 
ready to substantiate it by proof, and 
by oath, and he pray§ that the Count 
' Magnus 
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Magnus shall be absolved from all ac¬ 
cusation. 

This account seemed a death blow 
to the hopes of Rezzonico. , Prince 
Charles was a staunch Lutheran^ and 
it appeared inexplicable to Rezzonico 
how he came to interest himself for 
the Count Momer> wlio had so deeply 
offended the Lutheran aristocracy* 
The confessor looked at Hernfkn.—• 
Was Herman then the traitor ? Her¬ 
man the peijured I one who soujght to 
ruin bis master by a false accusation. 
Wiis it on this guilty foundation, 
and with this desperate associate, he 
was to raise himself into the seat of 
honour and power? No matter! he 
had gone too far to retreat; and his 
conscience was not startled even by 
the thought of giving *speed and cer¬ 
tainty to his advancement, by the im- 
nicdiafe assassination of Count Magnus 

Morner 
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Morncr himself. While the confessor 
encountered such dark and uncertain 
thoughts 'in his meditation, he gazed 
on Herman, and tried to solve his 
doubts, by examining the countenance 
of this man. This the reputed 
^assassin! ahd while .Rezzonico dwelt 
on his sullen eye and downcast visage, 
he deemed, that such a man as this 
•was fitted to become his instrument in 
the dreadful purpose which he mecli- 
lated. The Count’s cell was situated 
near the abbot’s—it was the hour of 
repose—the Count might be at that 
very moment asleep, or .... if he 
struggled, Herman was a bold and 
muscular %ure; his limbs athletic, 
and his hatred of his former master 
bitter and * interminable. While 
Rezzonico pondered^ and with his eyes 
fixed on'Herman, sat scrutinizing, the 
latti^ cbuld not abide the abbot*^ look, 

but 

%■ 
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but threw his eyes upon the ground, 
oil ^^hich lie* gazed even when he an- 
hwored the monk's questions.^ 

‘‘ Methought, Herman, that you 
“ ought to decide this point better 
Prince Charles : sav, how and 
v;!ien was this^niurder committed ?*' 
derjunded Rezonnico, wdio wished to 
})rul;e t]}e feelings of Herman by 
muchiiig on such a subject, in order 
:o discover from his narration, if he* 
could denend upon his assistance in 
comniiiting another. ; 

I never like, holy fatlicr, to touch 
“ ii})on that subject. It is a weight 
“ upon my conscience! Holy fa- 
thcr, tlic time was when 1 could 
“ not have done it." 

‘‘ Thou art absolved from all sin, 
my son, I have given you absolu* 

“ lion i'or that crime~you may there- 
“ fore proceed without fear." • 

VOL."" HI. t ^tbout^ 
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Without fear! reverend father,” 
replied Herman, looking round the 
cell, as if he di'eaded that some one 
might overhear what he was about to 
say; “ I never think of it, nor speak 
^f it without fear, since you, holy 

t 

“ father, have descfibed to me the 
“ judgments to come!” Herman 
now continued speaking in a low tone 
of voice, and with evident marks of 
** fear, The Count Harold, you must 
“ knqw, holy father, had two sons; 

thei eldest, Wddemar, was of a 
‘‘ fierce and warlike spirit, mischie- 
“ vous, and ever playing mad pranks 
upon the \^ssals : the youngest.... 
but I need not describe him to you 
who know him,..was the Count 
Magnus, tny late master. My mo- 
“ ther nursed^^ the Count Magnus, 
and when we grew up, we were 
playfellows ^and sworn brothers.— 

You 
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You cannot conceive how kind the 
“ Count was to me, and how great 
“ was my attachment!” 

I can conceive it all most rea- 
“ dily/’ cried llezzonico impatiently. 
Proceed, good Herman, to the 
point,—to the mufder.** 

" “ When my young masters,*' con¬ 
tinued Herman, were introduced at 
“ the court of the great Gustavus 
‘‘ Vasa, I accompanied them. The 

“ Princess Albertina." 

“ Pid she commit the murder?" 
cried Rezzonico knitting his 4ark 
brows together, who thought each 
minute an age until his mind was 
satisfied upon this point. 

“ You shall hear anon,” continued 
Herman displeased at the abbot's in¬ 
terruptions ; I hav«? lost the thread 
“ of my story;—^whfefe was I? Aye, 
“ the Princess Albertina was the 

C' 

** greatest beauty at the court;—buir 

' ^ K 2 • ‘‘as 
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“ as she was of the blood roval, our 
“ young knights had tetter have 
‘‘ sighed in secret, than disclosed their 
“ passion. Xiie CountWaldemar loved 
“ her; —and, as 1 guessed, the Count 
“ my master had a sneaking lo\'c for ^ 
“ her; but of'thisJf never had any 
“ positive assurance# ’Twas said that 
“ the. Princess was attached to Count 
“ Waldcmar; and some even went so 
far as to say she bad given liim 
“ rdroug proofs of her attachment. Be 
that as it may,.the affair reached 
“ the ears of the old king.—If the 
king had a suspicion of the attach- 
ment of the Princess, ’tis thought 
he might have been induce^l to give 
“ Jiia consent to their marriage. Biit 
“ his mind was inflamed against Wal- 
“ demar by Pdnee Eric, who, they 
•Vsaid, loved*the Princess himself.^ 
The king was so irritated by the 
. “ artfi4 stories of Prince Eric, who 

“ took 
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look care that the Princess should 
“ not approach his presence, that he 
** issued against Waldemar a^sentence 
“ of perpetual banishment, and com- 
“ manded him, on pain of death, to 
quit the capital in a few hours. 

“ Waldemar confided in his brother 
Magnus in'this' extremity; and he 
expressed to him his determination 
“ to li§ in concealihent near Stock- 
holm, until the Princess Albertina/ 
whom he vowed never to leiive un- 
** protected^ should join him and ac- 
** company him to some foreign land. 

“ We alone were trusted" with the 
“ secret of his retreat. The Princess, 

" “ insteaclof joining hint the time 

'i 

“ he expected, was seized by Prince 
" Eric and committed to’ close cus- 
“ tody, on the jdeaJbf ptlnishing her 
, “ for an attempt to ‘leave the king- 
“ dom, which, m she had’ dot ob- 

t 

“ tained the king’s ’’Consent, ^Wasr 

Kp • contrary 
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“ contrary to law. In this pri- 
“ son, after some time, she was pri- 
“ vately, delivered . of a son. When 
“ intelligenae of this event reached 
“ the king, he was doubly irritated 
“ against the Princess; but he was 
“ heal'd to regret the absence of 
Waldemar, whom he believed to be 
in distant banishment; and it was 
“ thought higlily probable, that, had 
he been present, he would have 
sanctioned their marriage, in order 
“ to preserve the reputation of the 
** Princess. This disposition of the 
** king alm'med Prince Eric and Count 
Magnus, who hated liis brother, and 
“ they agreed to have him dispatched'^ 
in his retreat. About this time 
Count Magnus i^eived intelligence 
from Riddarholmen, that the Count 
“ Harold had • be6n seizeil with an 
alarming fit of illness; and he thus 
saSv Tlimself on the eve of inherit- 

“ ing 



199 


OF, ULRICA. 

itig the honours of the family, pro-^ 
“ vided that the obstacle of an elder 
“ brother was removed, Ayaldemar 
Was totally ignorant of the Princess’s 
“ confinement, and Magnus h.ad. ^rt- 
“ fully supplied himself with so many 
“ seeming propfe of her infidelity, and 
want of all regard .for him, that 
“ Waldemar was reduced to despair, 
“ and prepared to quit the kingdom 
** from choice, if his resolution was» 
“ not strengthened by the alanuing 
account which Magnus hi|» of 
“ the king’s angry eipresinqi^s against 
** him. It was on ^ d^r]^ 

** night that 1 mniSed myself pp in 
^ my cloak, and prepiured. to ab^y tl^ 
“ Count’s orders. It down upon 
the rocky sbor^ ^ 

“ that I was to me^ four dei^^pcate 
“ fellows like myself, .wh^ were iq the 
“ confidence of Prince Erini There 
“ is a place there among the rpgks 

K 4 where 
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where four reads meet j the place 
is whitened with skulls and dead 
** men’s l)ones, ii being the spot where 
** criminals *are executed.—’Tis so 
bleak and barren a tract that not 
“ even a dwarf‘ fir tree grows for 
miles around rd.—fn this place I 
waited for my companions. The 
“ minutes seemed long until they ap- 
peared. At length they came, and 
'* we arranged the plan of our attack, 
“ as we y/eie sure that in this place 
** we Ayere not exposed to observation, 
Waldemar was a very lion, and 
** would have played the devil among 
** us five, if he. was prepared for our 
** attack j it was therefore agreed on 
** that we should, if possible, shoot 
him with our harqviebusses, from 
** some place of ^ambush. Just as \vc 
** hQ,d arranged it we heard a noise on 
** the rock above us, and we were 
** alarnled lest some one shouhrha\o 

overheard 





‘2U1 


OF ULRICA, 

overheard our discourse; but on 
“ examinlag the place we found it 
proceeded from the quarters of a 

“ murderer which creaked bn a gib- 

# 

bet on wliicli lie iiad been executed 
“ that very day. My companions 
made themselves merry at this cir- 
( umstance ; but, I confess, trifling 
as this tlreadful sigint appeared to 
“ them, it filled me with terror and 
apprehension uf my future fate. 

“ was tlark wlieii \ve arrived at a little 
cottage on the shore, m which 
** Wakleaiar was concealed. *I had 
'' hitherto remained in the re-u* of my 
i:ompauiunsf and \vould willingly 
have abandoned the enterprize if I 
iliough.1 they would have allowed 
“ me; but Oiey made a jest of my. 

cowardice, and called ncle forward 
** to describe what tpanner of man 
this fiery Wa demar was, and how 
** ho'Was apj)asv!l -d. I hud seen him, 

n 5 ‘‘OlT 
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** on that very day in his green velvet 
** doublet, and I described to them 
his appearance as well as I could 
" recollect, in order that we might 
make no mistake in our man. We 
** perceived a light through the shut- 
** ters of the cottage casement, and 
** we approached it stealing softly on 
tip-toe. Looking through the chinks 
** we beheld the Count Waldemar, 
dressed as I have described, and 
sitting at a little table reading. The 
light which his lamp gave was none 
“ of the brightest; -and his face, which 
was shaded by his hand, was bent 
over the bopk. If «ver I saw the 
Count Waldemar, I think I beheld 
** him then. I gave the concerted 

signal.and.after resting 

them with accurate aim, every one 
** hred his harquebuss through the 
windo?*y. The body fell without a 
groati ; and I can answer thei’e was 

not 
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' << not a sparlc of life remaining. But 
** when we examined it, we had no 
^ further proof that it was the Count 
Waldemar, for it was literally blown 
to atoms! His domestic, alarmed 
** at the noise of our firearms, fled, as 
** we supposed,,through a back door; 
** for on searching the cottage we 
could not find him, and he has never 
“ been heard of since. The body we 

** committed to one of the turbid fells 

• 

“ of the Meier, and we returned to 
claim that reward which tempted 
us to commit this fatal deed?* 

After Herman had concluded, Ree- 
zonico remaii)^ silent for a few mi^- 
nutes; he then suddenly started up, 
and dismissed Herman with these 
words, which he uttered in a con- 
- temptuous tone: ** You may go to bed, 
Herman!—Go, • ,gb,. .sleep !** 

The confessor, after Herman* had 
retired, took the lamp which hung be- 

K 6 foi^ 
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fore the image of the virgin, and afu i 
muttering some broken sfntences to 
himself rather wild and incoherently, 
ho cautiously proceeded up the pas¬ 
sage leading to the cells of the monks, 
lie paused and listened when he came 
to the door of that ,in which Count 
Magnus Jay—he’could hear no sound. 
“ (^n his sleep be so deep ?” mutter¬ 
ed Rezzonicoto himself, “ can this 
“ man de^?” He softly raised the 
latclf of the door, and thrust in his 
head cautiously. The hard and nar¬ 
row paUet on which^ the Count rested 
was almost half the size of his narrow 
cell, and lay exposed tg view. Rez- 
zoniep started 'back aghast when he 
beheld it—it was empty! The Count 
was npt ip the cell. The brethren 
were awakened,^ and called up—the 
cloisters sea^iydiedi yet the Count was 
i}ot lo be found! 

> * It 

After dismissing the monks to.their 

cells 
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cells, the restless abbot once more 
quitted hi^. Ambition fired Ihs brain, 
and would hot let him sleep—fears 
began to alarm him ; and in that hour 
ho found it difliciilt to still bis con¬ 
science, The fearful vicinity of the 
White Cross JCnights appalled him; 
the sudden disappearance of tlie 
Count, proved that he was not yet 
reduced to sufficient subjection ; and 
he dreaded lest some unlucky mis¬ 
chance might render all his well con¬ 
certed plans finally abortive. The 
nearer he approached the consumma¬ 
tion of his wishes, the stronger the fe¬ 
ver of alarmed fancy^and restless im-* 
patience worked upon him. He trac¬ 
ed with hurried steps the dark and 
winding passages of the cloisters, and 
ever and anon he would open the por¬ 
tal, bend his ear to the night, and 
listen to hear if all was still j but he 
dared not trust his steps abroad* at that 

hour;* 
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hour : and yet sometimes his courage 
mounted, and he wished to wander 
near the mouth of that dread abyss, 
which concealed the foes of his faith, 
and the enemies of his God* He as¬ 
pirated a wish that to him it might be 
destined to discover thf^ir impious de¬ 
signs, and to frustrate their guilty 
purposes. He recollected once hav¬ 
ing seen Wildebrand emerging from 
the statue of St. Bridget. He was 
now filled with suspicion even with 
regard to Wildebrand; he was now 
convinced that he was a White Cross 
Knight, and that it was to that order 
he had alluded, when he hinted to him 
on what terms he might be persuaded 
to save the state from ruin. He was 
determined their next meeting should 
be a final one—for another night in 
their vicinity he would not be tempted 
to spend. ^ A thought struck him, that 
through the statue he might be en¬ 
abled 
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abled to gain the secret way which 
descended into their retreat. He de?- 
tentiined to explore that dread path 
^ere he quitted Riddarholmen, that 
he might be enabled to report to the 
king himself all the information he 
had been able*to procure concerning 
this extraordinary affair. 


CHA?. 
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This desert sail 

>VanU not her hidden lustre, gems mid gold, 

Nor want >ve skill or art, froi^. whence to raise 
^Iftgnificence. * 

MitroN’. 


And thou, sly hypocrite.... 

. ,^'i .avaunt! 

r Fl\^ thither whence thou fled’st; if from this hour 
iilhn these hallow’d limits thou appear. 

Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee clyiinM ! 

. Milton. 

THE long and unaccountable absence 

u 

of: Tigerhielni qtid his rfriends, had 
given additional force to those reports 
which Wildebrand and hispartizans had 
secredy spread to his prejudice. The 
charge of: treason to the order, and 
desertion of thejr sacred cause, was 
no f^hispered through their 

and confided with 'secresy and 

caution 
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caution to the ear of their friends 
alone. Their suspicions amounted 
now to conviction — the charge of 
treachery was loudly proclaimed, and 
industriously propagated: they now 
met each other^s looks with a feeling 
of shame, at suffering so easily such 
an imposition to be practised on them, 
and were indignant that they had 
given the direction of their high eausc 
into the hands of a man whom they^ 
now began to consider only the 
light of a specious charlatan.^ The 
utmost disorder and insubordination 
prevailed in' their subterraneous re¬ 
treat, and tljdr cruel^nurders and 
trocious excesses so staineii^heir cha- 
ract^rsf*as Soldiers, that several of the 

- -i 

elder knighlSi whose chai^cters claim¬ 
ed for tb^m ihe utmost respect, quitted 
the mine and vaults of Riddarholmeii 
castle with disgust, When they fen nd tlicir 
exertions n® longer successful in quell¬ 
ing' 
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ing the mutinous spirit which prevailed, 
and restoring the wonted order and dis¬ 
cipline 'v^hich used to distinguish the 
KnightsoftheWhiteCross. Wildebrand, 
who was the favourite of the soldiery, 
saw himself by these events placed 
nearly at the summit of his hopes. The 
soldiers hailed him as their leader j and 
those knights who were better entitled 
to the distinction, gladly waved their 
* 2 laim, in the hopes of seeing order at 
length restored, and the final ruin of 
the ci^federac]^ averted, until such 
time as their old chief would return 
and resume the command. 

The first sacrifice whfbh fell to the 
vindictive^spirit of Wildebrand, on his 
nelevation to the command, was the 
Baron Kruzen, to whom Christina was 


4dtached, and who was shortly to be* 
ipotqn his wife.r He was too firmly 
.bound to the interests of bis dE>seiit 


te vote tb^ elevation' of a 


man 
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man 'whom he held in so little estima¬ 
tion as Wildebrand. It will be re¬ 
collected that Christina had watched 
the steps of Wildcbiand-when visiting 
the cell of Rezzonico, through the 
statue of St. Bridget. Her suspicions 
sl>e communicated to Kruzen, who in¬ 
cautiously let fall some expressions on 
the subject, which were reported to 
Wildebrand. Shortly after Kruzen 
was found dead in his bed; but bet 
fore his death he found means te send 
off a dispatch to l^lgerhielm, 

informing him of the desperate state 
of the order. Orders were issued to 
apprehend (Cristina,who had fled 
from the chamber of Kruzen, but she 
fortunately made her escape through 
the secret passages of the mine. 

Edda, ftom whom, we haTO so kmg 
digressed, remained as yet safe hai her 
retreat, under the pft)ieelioif of Olsm 
axid Conrad. The Imig piotraCted 

. . . seuce 
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sciice of Adolphus and Montbazon 
filled her with alarm ; but 'Olaus con- 
stantly sustained her hopes, and Con¬ 
rad carefully * concealed from her all 
informati(Hi concerning Adolphus, 
which miglit add to her uneasiness. 
The dispatch seirt by Kruzen before 
his death, reached Tigerhielm, and 
filled him with surprise and conster¬ 
nation* He received it too, at a mo- 
ment of Jjnmense importance to all 
their interests* King John, dismayed 
at seeing bis laaid laid waste from one 
extremity to the otherhis whole 
kingdom steeped in blood, and the 
flower of his troops taken by surprise 
and *5jain by unknown and terrible 
assailants, determined to give tip an 
attempt which had already cost his 
subjects so dear ^ and be privately in¬ 
vested Prince Charles, who was a 
known favourer <^tbe Lutheran cause, 
jrith full powem of pardon, a free 

promise 
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promise of toleration, and a guarantee 
that the design so odious to the ma¬ 
jority of all classes of his subjects, as 
the introduction of the religion of the 
church of Eome, should be abandoned 
for He expected, therefore, on 

this his gracious declaration, that all 
faithful knights would return, and sup¬ 
port the glory of his crown, and that all 
his subjects, of every denomination, 
would be recalled to their former alle¬ 
giance. The King placed a body of 
troops at the disposal of Prince Charles 
for the security of his person, in treat¬ 
ing with his rebellious barons; and as 
a means of exterininMing any band 
of outlaws, who might take an advan¬ 
tage of the troubles of thefimes, and 
who might not be induced to lay down 
their arms when every pretext of 
civil war had ceased,* a notice tcf the 
chief of the White Crosl^ KnlghtiTi^' 
been written by Prinfed Charles hife*' 

• « Vide Note at thi cud of thd Volume. 
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self on his appointment. He knew 
not, however, where this dread chief 
was tO‘be found—-but the billets were 
dispersed through the country, and at 
length one of them reached Tiger- 
hielm at Riddarholmen. That xjhief 
instantly took the resolution of trust¬ 
ing in the Prince’s honour for the 
safety of himself and his chosen com¬ 
panions, and set out to meet him 
*in the place appointed for the in¬ 
terview. But ’ere the terms of the 
treaty ^were sufficiently adjusted, and 
before eveiy security was given that 
was necessary to insure the personal 
safety of each ^member of the confe¬ 
deracy, the account of the disorder 
which reigned ait Riddarholmen reach¬ 
ed Tigerhielm. He was dismayed at 
this intelligence for many reasons. 
The excesses which the White Cross 


^nights^were now guilty of, might 
^possibly irritate the king so much, that 


i 
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he might feel himself justified in break¬ 
ing off a tteaty which was conducted 
in the face of such dreadfuf outrages. 
Nay, his life and the lives of his com¬ 
panions might be instantly sacrificed 
as atonement for the wanton bar¬ 
barity of the re5t of the order; and at 
all events the, kingdom ran the risk of 
being still convulsed by the atrocities 
of these mistaken men. In vain had 
the king selected a wise and virtuouft 
prince of their own faith to give peace 
to their bleeding country — vain was 
his lenity towards his rebellious barons» 
—and vain all the cares of the chief 
and his associ&tes to secure a 6itn and 
lasting treaty with the king, if the 
flames of civil war were still to rage, 
and if the storm, which the presence 
and awe-inspiring najgae of Tigerhielm 
himself had conuibuted to raise, should 
blacken the land with deeper horrors 
*-^wilh widpr ruiiii and should refiuse 


A 


to 


o 
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to be stilled by that voice \\hic}i had 
bid its waves roar, and first^set its dark 
billows in commotion. 

The mind*of Tigerhielin was rapid 
to conceive, and swift in executioxi j 
he felt his soul stirring within hiiri, and 
his cheek burning witfi shame, at the 
wild pranks of these hot-headed boj s, 
as he designated his al&ent brethren. 
As his hand and arm had been devoted 
to the good cause of his country, its 
freedom and religion, and yet was 
never sj^tted with a single stain in that 
holy warfare, so he was determined to 
achieve the mighty exploit without dis¬ 
honour,—to retftjce'his rebellious com¬ 
panions to the observation of that ho- 
nouraWe covenant whic^h originally 
bound them together, or die, if they 
dared to violate flieir bond j to give up 
his life in defence of the holy laws of 
justice and humanity, and in uphold- 
-kig and perpetuating by his example 

« V , the 
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the inviolable faith of knighthood,—the 
proud and dignified observance of the 
laws and ordinances of chivalry. To 
offer up his last breath as’ a sacrifice to 
the interests of that country which he 
loved, to give lijs heart’s best blood 
as the last token of his remembrance 
of it, and expire in the meridian of 
his splendour and his fame^ ’ere bis 
sun should set in clouds, or his reputa¬ 
tion be blasted by the breath of dis¬ 
honourable imputation. 

Tigerhielm, after making a commu¬ 
nication to Prince Charles and his 
friends, quitted ihe encampment, where 
they held their deliberations, in the dis- 
jj^uise of a pilgrim, and no intreaties 
which his friends made use of could 
induce him to lay aside the pui'pose 
which he meditated. 

The knights having piloted* Wildc- 
brand, Tigerhielm wIS deposed in^ 
form, and as a solemn ceremony was 

VOL. III. L necessary. 
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necessaiy to dcnoance him as ah enemy 
and devote him to the daggers of tlie 
confederates, Wildebrand invited them 

r 

in the evening to a solemn banquet, 
where he proposedto enjoy his triumph, 
and doom the.hatod Tigerhielm ter 
inevitable death. In the meanwhile 
strict orders were issued to the sentinels 
on duty, that in case of Tigerhielm^s 
* approach, their harquebusses should be 
pointed against the bosom of the 
traitor; and “Wildebrand, who felt his 
heart throb with fear at the mere men- 

r 

tion of his name, or at the hare pos¬ 
sibility of his obtaining entrance into 
the mine, ordered the guards at every 
pass to be doubled, and he recom¬ 
mended to the sentinels of the watch 
the utmost caption and circumspec- 
tion. ^ 

The banq^'was now set forth,— 
,,the wine sparkled in the goblet, and 
the table gyoaned ^beneath a profusion 

of 
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of the most delicious viands. It was 
given ill one of the caverns of the 
mine which was separated' from the 
great shaft. This cavef n was remark¬ 
able for the beauty of the ore and the 
brilliancy of Ijie sparry incrustations 
which ador|j|^d it; the roof was ele¬ 
vated and rose in the form of a dome 
from the sides ; the continual dropping 
of the moisture which trickled through 
the veins of ore above, had, in the 
course of centuries, formed pillars of 
the most exquisite beauty bet^^een the 
floor and the roof; the sides of the 
cavern and Jhe surfaces of these na- 
tural pillars were covered with chrystals 
of various forms and colours. From 
the roof hung innumerable branches 
of spar, which were covered with 

wreaths of artificial flowers which des- 

■ « 

cended along the sides of the grotto, 
and were entwined round the piUai's ; 
and by the many coloured crystals wftli 

I 2 * which 
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which the cavern abounded, the blaze 
of a thousand lamps was so reflected 
and multiplied, that the brilliancy of 
this banquet' chamber emulated the 
splendour of day. The Knights of 
the White Cross, who never laid aside 

f 

their iron armour ‘by' or by day, 
were seated at the table. IChe luxuiy of 
every thing around them confourufe^ 
them for some moments, for Wiidc- 
tJrand had exerted himself and his 
friends for their entertainment, and 
had kept the preparations a secret, in 
order that by this sudden display they 
might be dazzled by his^magnificence 
and struck with'the contrast ^hich he 
exhibited to the stern and unsociable 
Tigerhielm. 

The knights were astounded, and 
tfcey smiled,—but it was the smile of 
contempt, and hot of pleasure; and 

rs 

Wildebrand was disappointed when he 
perceived their stern looks under their 
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iron helmets, looks which never relaxed, 
even wbeii the wine was circulated; 
but he took courage when h^ recollect¬ 
ed he had other luxuries to surprise 
them w’itin In the course of the ban¬ 
quet, pn a signal given by Wildebrand, 
several female d&ncers wantonly attired, 

•t 

suddenly appeared at the end of the 
grotto, and executed a voluptuous 
dance to wanton measures j they were 
celebrated courtezans, who had been 
captured by Wildebrand, and who were 
forced, on pain of death, to tread 
with the maze of pleasure and to fill 
with the song of joy those caverns 
which threatened to become their eter¬ 
nal prison, The stern countenances 
of the knights did not relax daring 
this unexpected exhibition ; they eyed 
these mummers witlL indifference, and 
gave no token of applause. 

As soon as the masque'vfras ended, 
and the masquers had retired, Wilde-* 

- 3 • brand, 
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brand, who guessed that something 
more solemn, and more relaftive to the 
puq)oses for w'liich they had associated, 
would command a deeper interest, gave 
orders that the skull should be set forth, 
ill order to fill that horrid bowd of 
death with llic svmbol bf Tigerhielm’s 
blood. 

At this moment the sentinels of the 
watch gave token of some strange 
alarm, and the knights hearing the 
confusion, suddenly rose and half drew 
their sw^irds. At the door leading in¬ 
to the cloLster prisons a Franciscan 
Monk had been found lurking; the 
sentinels had seized him, and while 
they bore him along with loud cries> 
they mocked him and smote him, but 
he held his peace, and w^ould return no 
answer to their sarcasms. When the 
knights heard this, their countenances 
lowered ^ith anger, and they com¬ 
manded the Fransiscan to be brought 

before 
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before them; and, impelled by their 
gloomy fanaticism, they joined to¬ 
gether their hands, and swore by their 
terrible oath, that they would instant¬ 
ly drink of that Fransiscan’s blood. 
The conscience of Wildebrand sudden¬ 
ly smote him; he feared that this Fran- 
siscan Monk was no other than the 
intrepid Rezzonico. He had given him 
warning to avoid the approaches of the 
mine, and on that very evening di^ 
Rezzonico purpose leaving lliddar- 
holinen, bearing with him a covenant 
executed by Wildebrand, in which, for 
a certain reward, he stipulated to be¬ 
tray his associates to tjic King, Could 
it be possible, tliat the Confessor w^as 
taken with tliis document of his trea¬ 
chery upon him ? He looked around 
upon those terrible knights, and he felt 
convinced that he Ji^d not the power 
of saving Rezzonico from tl^pir deadly 
grasp; their eyes were>-rcd with the* 
. T expression 
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cxpf^>sioi). of vengeance, ami their 
gloomj looks were turned ^to smil^ of 
triumph, when they heai’d the foot¬ 
steps oi’ their approaching victim. Fa¬ 
naticism had so liardened their hearts 
and perverted their understandings, 
that they might .be Uiken by an ob*.' 
server for demons who thirsted after 
human blood,, and exulted in inflicting 
torture on mankind* The knights,, 
)vlien they looked round, marked the 
pale cheek and irresolute eye of Wilde- 
brand, imd his feelings amounted ta 
agony when on introducing the Monk 
he recognized by marks, in v^ich he 
could not be deceived, the cowl of the 
Abbot Rezzonica. The Monk’s dress 

i 

was dreadfully stained with bloocl,. and 

Wildebrand in that moment wished 

* 

that the Monk would drop down dead, 
*ere his tongue should utter that which 
would ine^vitably destroy him- 

The guards who brought ip. the 

Monk 

•i 
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Monk were ordered to retire arfJ wait 
witKbut, w^Hiile the knights arose, and 
with one accord demanded of the 
Monk his name, and the. errand which 
brought him within their boundaries. 
Wildebrand spoke not, but he gazed 
with horrid anx *ety upon that Monk, 
whose face was so shaded by his cow^L. 
that it was impossible to discern a 
feature of his countenance. The 
Monk spoke in answ^er to the knights; 
and Wildebrand felt instantly relieved 
from the dreadful weight whlycH Op¬ 
pressed him, for it was not the voice 
of Rezzdntco ! 

“ You should be men,” exclaimed' 
the stranger, “ wdiom dire misfortunes 
** have joined in fellowship. If I read 
yout stem countenances aright, ye 
are men who carve*out justice with 
” your swords and vinii the 

** law’s delay, nor on ntaj^ty^s pre- 
‘‘ rogative. If i read aright—ye-shew 
* ii'5 . ** mercy 
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“ meFcy where the world, guided by 
‘‘ its dull and plodding rulefe, condemns 
“ and punishes,” 

No morp of this,” cried several 
knights in anger, Who are you ?” 

I am not what I seerriy^ replied 
the stranger witlr warfhth. 

“ Who can this man be ?” cried the 
knights, turning to one another.-^ 

“ Listen,” said the stranger calmly; 
' * the fame of a warlike brotherhood 
“ has 611ed the land—the White Cross 
“ Knights have risen in arms and 
rescued their country ‘ from oppres- 
“ sion ; the rod of the ruler has be- 
come a serpent whicli has stung his 
guilty hand!—Tiie shame, theeter- 

nal shame of having this country 

« 

ruled by priestcraft, imbecility and 
folly they have warded from us, and 
the tyrant bigot they have caused 
^ to trefnble on his throne. Such are 
^ their acts \ but they are brave war- 

' , riors! 
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‘‘ riors! I need not say how inlike 
“ the gaudy trappings of this licen- 
tious banquet must be their place of 
“ solemn meditation, and how different 
“ their exploits to yours! You, who 
“ are content perhaps to prey on 
feeble men, • whose contributions 
“ have been raised by stopping the 
“ casual and unprotected traveller, and 
“ whose blades have never been stain- 
“ ed but with the blood of old w’onien 
“ and children!” 

A murmur ran through the ^knights 
at this strange address. Wilcfebrand 
vociferated angrily that the stranger 
should instar/tly be slain; but the 
knights returned their half drawn 
swords into their scabbards, and while 
they confessed to one another that they 
had deserved this reproof, they re- 
solved to let the stranger proceed. 

The stranger, who had st^od with 
an hg^ughty air during this inierrupr 

L, G iiow 
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tioii,\jnow sent forth the same awful 
tones of that voice which* ventured to 
discourse on such dangerous matter, 
“ I had heard of the fame * of tlie 

4 

" White Cross Knights,continue^l 
he, and in that moment of enthii- 
“ siasm I swore to johi them and de-" 
vote my life to their service. I have 
‘‘ as yet been unsuccessful in iny 
** s^rch, but cm my way I have per- 
formed a deed which will be a pass^ 
^ port to their favour, and may no 
doubt cause me to be enrolled in 
^ their ranks.” 

" Aye!’ what deed ? name it cried 
the knights. . ‘ 

** In that Abbey,” continued the 
stranger, which covers the earth 
above us with its juins, I took shelter 
** ^ere while frqpa a storm which sud- 
d^jily came violent from the west; 
ccmce^ed in one of its dark aisles 

If ' ^ 

l tifitened to its fury, when imme' 

diately 
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** diately athwart one of the .'mined 
** arches there passed by me a man 
who seemed engaged in meditatTon« 
and who talked busily with himself* 
“ I lay remote from his observation, 
but I could see him and hear him. 
“ It was a Ffitnsisean Monk, who, in 
“ the soliloquy which I overheard, 
talked of his hatred of the White 
“ Cross Knights, and of their high 
“ cause, with bitter contempt. He 
“ muttered aloud his purposes of re- 
“ venge, nay more, of his power to 
** betray and destroy them, and he 
cursed that loud storm which had 
stopped him on his journey to the 
** King. I bid the storm rage on, and 
while it roared I griped the Monk, 
** I dragged him by the hair of his 
head,—-Sir Knigjits! while on his 
^ knees he begged for mercy, I slew 
him in the sanctuary! ^ threw the 
dead man*s cowl around me fo( a 

* momentaiy 
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monAjntary disguise, and dragged 

his body from the Abbey 

The stranger shewed forth from 
« 

tlie cowl a dagger tinged with blood, 
he held it towai:ds the knights and ex¬ 
claimed : “ Behold this dagger ! with 
this I slew him,« and*- from its blade 
“ his blood yet drops 
The knights now looked on the 
stranger with amazeipent, and a miir- 
mer of aj)probation ran through them 
at this sight; but soine*of them^ in¬ 
cited could not 

smooth his brow, nor conceal his ter¬ 
ror while the stranger spoke, cried out, 
“ he only deceives us, HiS a stratagem 
to.^ave his life.*" r 

If you wish for the proof of w hat 
“ I advance,** replied the stranger, 
seek it in the adjpming shaft, whither 
I threw the body from an aperture 
above, ^ doing which your soldiers 
jseized me !’* ^ 


Whde 
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While some of the guards were sent 
into the shaft to seek for the body, the 
stranger stood erect, mute ahd of 
haughty carriage. Wildebrand, who 
had not foreseen the consequences of 
his haviu.g accused the stranger of 
falsehood, no\\^ trenibied on his high 
seat, and it was not without dread that 
he saw the knights every moment 
viewing the stranger with increased 
approbation. * ' 

III a few moments the guards re¬ 
turned, bearing in the body. They 
placed it on a low platform which was 
situated exactly opposite the pedestal, 
on which tllie names of those con¬ 
demned by the tribunal of the White 
Cross were inscribed.’ This pedesdal 
w’as surmounted by the human skull 
from whence they made libations pre¬ 
paratory to the sacrifice of a^viciim, 
whioh were symbolical of\ the blood 

y V _ 

of the condemned, and which, after 

» » tasting 
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tasting of the cup, they scattered 
abroad to the four points of heaven. 
There was a blank left on the front of 
the pedesdal, yrhich on that ni^t was 
to be filled up wHfc ftie name of Tiger- 
hielm. It was observed that the 
stranger stood between the pedestal and 
the dead body, upon which he looked 
alternately, while the knights, turning 
round from the banquet, rivetted their 
looks upon these strange sights, which, 
seen by the glow of many tapers, and ' 
on whicji the effulgence of many co¬ 
loured crystals played with changeable 
light, afforded a strange contrast to 
the luxurious banquet which preceded 
it. 

The body was mangled in its fall, 
but ennugh was Visible to prove it the 
remains of the wicked and aspiring 
Rexiumico! His countenance retained 
a se(vere aicd threatening aspect, even 
in ileatfa, and upon bis lips was visible 

that 
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that curl ot contempt which ws ha¬ 
bitual to lum, and which he always 
shewed towards his fellow man. There ' 
might be traced in it a feeling of scorn 
for the species which never deserted 
him in his last hour, and which seemed 
even here to reign, in despite of the 
taunts and yells of triumph which 
these hell-hounds exhibited,when they 
recognized in the lifeless form before 
them—the ambitious churchman,—# 
the intriguing priest,—the friend of 
cruelty and oppression,—an<} their 
greatest and most formidable enemy. 

The knights now cried out together^ 
that the sti anger was worthy to be en¬ 
rolled among tlie White Cross Knights, 
and to become their brother. Ap- 
proach/* exclaimed the knights, 
and join our banquet I? 

The stranger, *cre be placed himself 
at the table, gave one look ypon the 
dcad f—and it was visible from the 

dilation 
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dilatio\i of his form, and from the 
heaving of his garment, that he suf¬ 
fered great emotion. The knights who 
sat nearest to him could heiu* him soft¬ 
ly exclaim, “ Farewell! proud priest! 

and with thee perish tyranny 
“ and religious persecution for ever! 
If by thy death this good is pur- 
chased, I have done a glorious deed. 
“ Let thy name, and the remembrance 
S* of thy actions, live a terrible ex- 
ample to future ages—^that hypp- 
‘‘ crisy nevjsr goes unpunished,r*—a sin 
“ which includes almost ail crimes; 
“ for he that deceives his God, mUst 
“ be cruel and,unjust towards man I 
—Oh! God, let tills man be the last 
“ sacrifice,—the last victim whose 
blood may be shed in tliy name, 

oh God!.Once more, llez^o- 

- • • hi/[poc}'ite ! farewxdl f ’ 
*^j’angcr now approached the 
table^ and took his ,scAt among the 
: . knights. 
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knights.—The goblet passed 
round; but *the stranger neither ate ’ 
nor drank; and Wildebrand,.in spite 
of his feigned mirth, felt, the ague of 
fear whenever he looked towards that 
awe-inspiring man. The mirth of the 
junior knights Vanished when they 
heard the hollow tones of his chilling 
monosyllables, and the elder knights 
strove in Vain to engage him in dis¬ 
course. Wildebrand, whose situation* 
became every moment niore painful, 
now assumed a solemnity of manner, 
while he addressed the knights, and 
reminded them of the serious business 
which was to’conclude the evening. 
He desired that tlie guards should set 
forth the fatal bowl, and he com- 
inanded the stranger to withdraw. 

‘‘ He is' our brother^’* cried some of 
the knights^ “ let bun* remain 
\ “ Let him remain resounc^ed from 
every side of the cavern. 



•Wildebrand 



THE CURSE 

WSldebrand was forced to yield to 
the general voice.~He filled the bowl 
of death; but ^ere he drank he reca¬ 
pitulated the treason of Tigerhielm. 

“ *TisJalseF* cried a voice. 

** Whence conies that interruption ?** 
demanded WildebrAfld; yet all the 
knights were silent. 

When Wildebrand had drank, but 
^ere the knights had touched the fatal 
draught, the stranger stood up. “ Give 
** me the bowl,^* cried he, 

Ttie knights admired the readiness 
with which he joined in their ceremo¬ 
nies. The stranger took the fatal 
skull, but paused *ere he drank. To 
** the death of the traitor.... Wilde- 
** brand 1’* he exclaimed. 

*‘Hah!*’ cried Wildebrand. ‘‘Sir 
“ Knights assist your chief.” 

Assist chiefs I cry,” said the 
atranger'‘who rose and dashed away 
tfie cowl, and stood forth a warrior, 

whose 
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whose coat of steel was embossed with 
gold, and wfiose terrific helmet and de- 
viceproclaimed the terrible Tigerhielm. 

The elder knights stodd up by the 
side of their glorious chief, whose pre¬ 
tended treasons^ his presence alone 
seemed to refute. But some of the 


junior knights, and a party of the 
guards, headed by Otter, who rushed 
in during the confusion, joined Wilde- 

^ IM ^ 

brand, who stood on his defence, and 
with loud cries in vain commanded 
them to cut down the traitor.* The 
lordly port, and terrific appearance of 
Tigerhielm, seemed to hold his re¬ 
creant associates at bay. But all the 
knights drew forth their swords 5 and 
tlie clashing of their steel and their 
shouts at their terrible onset, now , re¬ 
verberated through the cavern. In the 
loudest of the confusion the voice of 
Tigerhielm might be li^rd a\;cusing 
Wildebrand of a bash design to betray 

• * * them, 
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them, and vouching the agreement to 
that effect, which he had discovered 
on the person of Rezzonico, as a proof 
of his asset lion. The minds of se- 

« I 

veral of Wildebrand’s friends began 
to waver at this intelligence; those 
knights who had joined him, now de¬ 
serted him, and the soldiers headed 
by Otter and Ulfsax, were all who 
remained fighting on his side. The 
powerful arm of Tigerhielm and his 
.fellow knights quickly routed them 
from the cavern ; but^ they unfortu¬ 
nately made good their retreat to the 
deserted part of the ipine, in which 
was situated the turret of Tigerhielm, 
wliich Wildebrand had discovered. 
The passage which led to this shaft was 
^o narrow, that. Wildebrand and diis 
party found no'difficulty in fortifying 
‘it, *by rolling down the loose rocks 
'against the aperture in such a manner, 
that it was found impossible to force it. 

. . : Tigerhielm 
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Tigerliielip, when he discovered the 
strength of tlieir position, resolved on 
withdrawing his force from the mine 
altogether. He closed up all the aper¬ 
tures leading into the shaft where 
Wildebrand had taken refuge with his 
troops, who w^ere ever kept vigilant 
and on the alert. The provisions were 
removed from the interior of the mine, 
out of the reacli of the besieged, and 
there seemed every probability that 
Wildebrand and his desperate Associ¬ 
ates would “be forced by hunger, in 
a few days, to surrender at discretion. 


CHAP. 
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.His notes arc hear<i 

At noon of night, who’-e, on the coast of Mood, 

The lacerated json of Angola 

Howls forth his sufferings to the moaning wind j 

And when the awful silence of the night 

Strikes theohill death^ew to the murd‘rer'*a heart * 

He speaks in every conscience-proinpted word, 

* Half uttered, half suppressed. 

Remains or H. K. White. 

\ 

Passing along the iKirrow corridore, 
which led to the cell of the monks in 
St. Bridget’s cloister, the Count Mag¬ 
nus Morner had recognized, to his 
infinite dismay, the voice of Herman 
in conference with Rezzonico. He 
could not gather the purport of thek 
discourse—but the friendly tone in 
which th^y spoke — the mention of 
Waldemar and Albertina-—his own 
name too, which he heard at intervals, 

f ^ %k 

conspired 
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conspired tp fill him with suspicion of 
the confessor, and apprehension of his 
designs. He took the resolution of 
instantly quitting the abhey, unknown 
to Rezzonico : he effected this by re- 
«moving the decjNyed iron grating which 
defended the window o£ his cell* This 
circiunstance of being thrown once 
more ai,‘ outcast on the world, whetted 
his teiHble purpose respecting thq 
Oiofs; and on his way to the borders 
of the lake, he reviewed the various 
calamities and misfortunes of his life ; 
all of which this erring casuist referred 
to his favourite system of fatality,, 
onder which he thought it was doom¬ 
ed that he should not, nor could not 
prosper. By this extraordinary line 
of argument which he adopted, he 
became strengtheined in his t^*rible 
purpose; and he resolved either to re¬ 
dress his wrongs, or to revenge them*—^ 

/I 

hy^the extirpation oftbe femily of the. 
VOL. irr. M Olofs. 
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Olofs. He had taken the precaution, 
^ere he quitted the abbey, to lay aside 
the lay brother's habit, and he resumed 
the common miner^s dress again, lis 
better adapted for the purpose of con- 
cealmentr He hid hs« poignard be-' 
neath his vest, so that he imagined he 
should avoid all suspicion by the way. 
But the quick and irresolute move¬ 
ment of his eyes, and the agitation of 
bis frame, might have betrayed that he 
had some ^wicked purpose in con¬ 
templation. It was twilight when he 
arrived on the shores of the lake. The 
whole landscape,was massed in gloomy 
indistinctness: the wind blew shrill 
through the rents of his coarse cloak; 
and when he stood to gather breath, 
after his HUrried walk, the brown 
leaves^f winter fell thick around him. 
The hear^ of this man did not relent; 
thp* finger of Providence had ' not 
touched it 1 TViy; from all the glootriy 


images 
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images around him, he borrowed gloo^ 
inier thoughts; and he sought to turn 
all circumstances to evil, aOd to har¬ 
den his own heart. UpoJh that heaven, 
which spread itself above him, he did 
not dare to look^ upon that God who 
vspeaks in all things, he did not date 
to think ! There was but one image 
which filled his mind, and upon wliich 
he turned with agony—his own mi- 
sery — his degradation—his despair! 
He would sometimes stop in bis course 
and beat his tbrehead distractedly, 
tear up his hair by the roots, and 
bruise his body on the ground: but 
soon a miserable calmness would suc¬ 


ceed ; a fixed and subdued energy^ 
vdiich bound up his muscles for a 
time, but it threatened a terrible con- 


T^ulsion which would 'again derange 
Jiiiii. He came to the banks of a 
river which he was obliged ti cross 


in his way to OloPs dottage. It was* 

Si Z A 
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a rough and mountain ton'ent, which 
took its rise at some distance among the 
hills, and'descended down tlieir rugged 
sides into the lake. Heavy rains had 
fallen wliich had swelled the stream be¬ 
yond its Imnks. The Jbridge which the^ 
Count expected to find at the place 
where he stood, had been swept awayby 
the violence of the flood—not a vestige 
of it remained; and a few planks of its 
flooring now and then emerged from 
the red and heavy mass of the waters. 
Some peasants* cottages, which were 
situated higher up on its banks, had 
been destroyed by thi^, sudden inun¬ 
dation. The cattle had perished in 
the fold; and many of the miserable 
inhabitants had been swallowed up by 
theflood, when endeavouring .to save 
their property ftom ruin. 

"rhe Count, while he hurried to and 
fro, upbn a little point of land„ which 
now fornred the riveris boundary to¬ 
wards 
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wards the lake, listened with a tnoody 
spirit to ftie roaring of the gloomy 
water. He saw before him a spot 
where several contending curi'ents 
struggled in their course; and so 
great was the whiteness of the foam, 
that it ci'eated in that dark tide a spot 
of light, through which the Count 
saw, or imagined he saw, the dark 
bodies of drowning men emerging 
and disappearing — he beheld borile 
before him at intervals the wreck of 
all tilings—huge beams of timber; the 
remains of their cottages; and trees 
torn up by^ the roots. The bloated" 
carcasses of animals floated by him 
down the centre of the stream; and 
once he shaped an object, which was 
borne along lightly and rapidly, into 
an infant’s cradle; -and he thoughthe 
heard its miserable* wailing its cry 
of death! \ 

While theCountgazedonthesesights 
• 'm 3* of 


9 
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of liorlor, the river gained further on 
the bank* The spot 'where the Count 
stood became gradually surrounded 
with water; and, on looking around 
him, he uttered a convulsive cry of 
horror, when he saw every possibility 
of retreat cut off. While he looked 
round him in despair, he espied a 
little bark making its way with diffi-' 
culty across the breakers which the 
river formed where it discharged it¬ 
self into the lake. His cry must have 
been heard; and his agitated gait 

must have denoted his distress; for 

■* 

• the little Mrk, ^ere it crossed to the 
opposite shore, stUod up for the small 
point of land on which tlie Count was 
exposed to such imminent dang^: 
its space was conti^acted every mo¬ 
ment by the swelling of the waters, 
in a few" minutes he must 
iTOvitably^have perished. When the 
bark approached, the Count Waded as 

far 
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Vijr as he C(^uld through .the w^ter to 
iiTieet it; hut the youth who held the 
iielm started wbeu he beheld the sa* 
vage appearwee and blood-shot eye of 
the uian^ whom at the ri^ of his own 
life he came to succour, 

** Thou wilt* not harm us/* cried 
the youth, ** if we take thee in 
“ or perchance it is thy misery has 
given thee that desperate look ? say, 
** are we too late to save thy wife aii^ 
childreil? is it their loss grieves 
thee ?’* 

I am amiserable man/* cried tlie 
Count, “ I stand alone in the world !** 

“ Ahl he has lc«t bis love, and that 
has crazM himi” cried from tm 
boat a female voice of great sweet-' 
ness, “ save the man of misery 1” 

The youUi now assisted the Count 
into the boat, and immediately^shaped 
his course circuitously, in order to 
cross" the mouth of the river. The 
• 4 . Count 



TIlS CURS£ 


548 y 

Counl^sat down in ai:„etired part of the 
boat, and as the moon was now ris¬ 
ing, he drew his hat over his eyes, in 
order to conceal his countenance from 

t 

the observation of his companions. 
He raised his . eyes furtively and with 
wonder on the female' who had inter¬ 
ceded for him, and whom he. now 
beheld in the moon’s light. Her dress 
was disposed with a taste and elegance 
far above the appearance of a cottager. 
Her slender figure, which seemed 
shrouded" by the white sail against 
which she stood, was exquisitely form¬ 
ed ; her dark and liixurant hair floated 
in the breeze of^night, and her hands 
were elapsed across her bosom, while 
with an eye filled with a wild and 
alarming expression, she gazed in¬ 
tently and silently upon the rising 
moon. The beauty of her counte¬ 
nance touched the Count with a 
strange and indefinable emotion; and 
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M^lien he tunied from her towards the 
youth who held the helm, he beheld 
in his the open, manly, and .innocent 
expression which irresistibly seizes on 
the heart, and fills the beholder with 
confidence, benevolence, and hope. 
He turned away* his eyes from them, 
and fixed them on the darkest part of 
Uie landscape : he could not contem- 
]jlate innocence, beauty, and youth, 
and stilljj harbour in his heart thosdr 
guilty thoughts to which he h^d 
ileiivered his mind. He could not 
turnback to the days of his youth, 
when he was of their yelars, tvithout 
feeling all the* pangs ' the most ex- 
cruciating remorse. He feared also 
that his heart might be moved arid 
softened in his own despight; and be 
sought to acquire sterner feelings by 
darker contemplations. Th*^ maid, 
after a long pause, began sing as 

Va I 

the boat was rolling slow and heavily 
' . 5 • through 
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through the sullen breakers. But she 
wandered from the air, and her voice 
warbled 90 wildly, and she soared into 
such lofty flights of rapid and diflBcult 
execution, trembling on the very verge 
of discord, and then sweetly falling 
with graceful cadenfe into the oril 
ginal air, that it was impossible for 
those who heard her to remain un¬ 
moved at her song: yet that melody 
rvas so strange and sadlv wild, tliat 
the Count while he listened found 
I\imself strangely moved—such ^olinds 
as these, so fraught with woe and la¬ 
mentation, appeared to be the terrible 
prelude of the dark deeds which were 
to mark that night* He thought he 
recognized in the original air one that 
fie had heard in his youth, and he ob- 
.-<erved aloud to , the young peasant, 
thathe«^ad in hfe younger days heard, 
but coul^l not recollect the' name of 
ditty* 

' Aye!’’ 
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Aye!*’ said the youth, ** yon 
must he a stranger in these parts, 
if you don’t recollect that air—have. 
“ you never heard of Sigismimd Count 
“ of Moiner?” 

The Count groaned in anguish, and 
after a moment^odded his head in the 
affirmative. 

“ Mayhap, then,” continued the 
vouth, “ you have heard of the Cur.se 
()/ U/nca^ and all the misfortunes 
wliich the family have suffered m 
consequence of it.” 

The feelings of the Count were now 
4 imost too excruciating to admit of 
oncealmcnU He shaded his face 
Vi ith liis hand, while the youtli con* 
^inued. The ditty which my sister 
sings was composed in a moment of 
despondency, and at a. time when 
the Curse of UHca was fulfilling, 

“ hy an old bard who was attached 
to the fortunes of the hoiSse. If I / 

, ^6 “ tJioilght 
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thought the words would amuse 
you, I would ask my sisfer to join 
“ them with the melody she now 
“ sings,; but she is bot quite in her 
“ right mind,“owing to the death of 
“ her lover, and the dangers she has 
narrowly escaped fro*’n—but she will 
“ be well anon, and then you shall 
** hearthem.^’ 

“ No, no,” cried the Count. “ 1 
have no wish to hear them—they 
will drive me mad,” thought he, 
“ I cannot look upon them nor listen 
to them without feeling a woman’s 
fears and fondness filling my heart 
—it is not because they saved mv 
“ wretched life—no, no, I must hate 
“ them and all mankind.” 

The miserable Count now leaned 
over the side of the boat, and as he 
\'iewed the recet^hg shore, he espied 
al ittle landing place, which was form¬ 
ed amon^ some low flat rocks, which 

r^n 
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ran down to the water's edges.^ From 
this spot, a little hlack path was worn 
in the snowy ground, which wound * 
among the cliflfe for a short distance, 
and was then lost in the woods which 
covered them. The Count now point¬ 
ed out this pWee to the youth, and 
requested him to put him on shore at 
the landing* place. 

You had better come home to 
our cottage,^’ cried the youth, “ i 
“ can promise yon a good welcome, 
** and good cheer.” , 

No, no,” replied the Count, “ I 
am in misery and poverty—I can 
“ only TOpa}'^you with my poor thanks 
« —why should I diminish your little 
“ store? set me on yon divk shore, 
“ good youth, ^tis all the favour I dc- 
mand.” 

“ Nay, nay, come with us,”»said the 
“ the youth ; ‘‘ the miserable jnd poor 
“ were never driven from our cottagij; 

^ the 



254 


THE CURSE 

I 

’ » 

the jnisfortunes you have suiSeretl 
are not oWing to your imprudence 
' or criminality ; it is the awful visi* 
“ tation of heaven which has deprived 
you and raajiy otijer peasants of 
“ their homes ami propeity/^ 

r 

This cuts to the begirtejaculated 
the Count mentally. 

“ Such as I have described,” con* 
tinued the youth, “ who are not re* 
duced to want by their own exces- 
ses, are always sure of finding a 
“ friendly welcome from my lather, 
Axel Olof.” 

The Count started up in the boat, 
and while he rolled his e^es wildly on 
tJiem he whispered softly, ‘‘ Olof iheir 
father!” 

And as for payment, we demand 
** it not,” cried the youth, without 
taking rotice of the Count’s move- 
jflfent, ‘5 my father is thriving in all 

his 
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his concerns, heaven shines '^pon his 
grey and venemble he^id !’* 

“ Hah 1” repeated the Count, “hea- 
“ veil shines upon Mmr—upon Olqf^^* 
The Count now so vehemently in* 
sisted on being put on shore, that the 
youth turned tlie head of the boat to¬ 
wards land reluctantly, but he saw it 
was in vain to press the stranger fur¬ 
ther. While they rapidly approached 
the bank, the Count^s eyes ^ouW 
wander from the shore he gazed on, 
and fix upon Carl and Christina. His 
features would then assume a deadlier 
cast, and his hand would in\noluntarily 
dasp Ibe liandleof tifepoignard which 
was conccaJed under his vest. The 
totuis of Christina’s wild song would 
at times seem to sooth him, and at 
others his transports,from that incom¬ 
prehensible melody w’ould afuount to 
ungovernable frenzy. « 

When they reached the bank, Carl 
' . ’ • inter* 
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interrup^'.ed the Count^s strange revenV, 
by demanding whither he in’tended to 
proceed when they put him on shore? 

“ The path .you behold,” said he, 
“ leads to no town or hamlet, ‘ ’tis 
merely a way worn by our feet when 
‘‘ we descend these cliffs to fish from 
yonder rocks—you had better conic 
with us, His shorter by water than 
“ by that patli to my father’s cottage.” 

^ah!” cried the Count, “that 
' path lei\ds to OloPs cottage ?” 

Carl uodded in the affirmative, whilfe 
iheCount seemed buried in thought. 
When the boat touched the shore, 

t- 

-"-he Count ga7.cd ‘on them both for a 
moment, and then leaped with preci¬ 
pitation on the rocks. He spoke not 
to them when they parted, but gazed 
on them vacantia while their little 
Jjark receded. He bt buried in re- 
verie for^ some time upon the cold 

ing with the 
spray 


rocks, whicly were drtj^ 

♦ A . 
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Spray of the lake* He lieard^ again, 
at intervals, that plaintive ditty so 
strangely wild, mingling" with the agi- • 
tation of its waters; and to his agi¬ 
tated mind and dejected spirits, the 
hollow sound of the wind, as it swept 
among the cliffi?above him, and rustled 
through the solemn foliage of the 
pines, appeared to utter strange things.' 
He now lost sight of the bark, which 
was borne rapidly before the vvind*j 
and on the lake over which the Count 
now threw an anxious look, not a speck 
was discernible which might denote 
the distant sail approaching OloPs cot¬ 
tage,—-for thte Count .was apprehensive 
lest his purpose might be thwarted by 
the approach of some of the neigh¬ 
bouring hinds. He gazed long upon 

the water, but he could discern no 

* 

moving object except the U/juid sur¬ 
face undulating in the moon's light, 
whi^ih spread in a line of silver fjrpm 
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diore to shore. The Count tooked uu 
and cursed her light, which beheld his 
• actions and might betray him *ere he 
peipetraled the fatal deed. The Count 
spent many hours in tracing the turns 
of that devious path. It was mid¬ 
night when he crossed vhe sandy beach * 
which led from the lake to OloPs cot¬ 
tage. The fittle bark was drawn up 
upon the strand ; as he stopped to ex¬ 
amine it, he reflected that it therefore 
was evident that Carl and Chiistinahad 
arrived ^sJife at the cottage, and he 
murmured^ in vain a wish that the 
waves had swallowed them on their 
way, and saved,him from the ju(^- 
ment of having their blood upon his 
head. He advanced cautiously to¬ 
wards the cottage, and he trod lightly, 
lest the motion of the sand beneath 
his feet ^ should, betray him to the 
watchful ear. He walked round the 
cottage several times, and anxibusly 

listened 
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Iktened at evetj^ crevke to hear if* all 
was still within, —he liearcf nothing but 
the hard breathing of the sleepers, and 
the indistinct sounds of those who 
murmured in their dreams^ But to the 
Count’s quick ^nd apprehensive con** 
science there appeared to be voices 
within which talked beneath their 


breath of strange and tefiible things, 
—perhaps,” thought he, ** they do 
“ relate their dreams to one another/ 
“ a vision of horrors, and so being 
“ comforted, they will address them- 
“ selves to sleep againor was it 
merely his fancy gave him the 
alarm? When he looked around, 
fearing that some one overlooked him^ 
he imagined strange shadows beckon* 
ed to him in each gloom; his fear^ 
peopled tlie mountain,depths, and the 
recesses of each woody vista with un- 
iiatnral forms« and in the b^bli’jg wind 
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he hetrd their airy tongues in that so¬ 
litary hour. \ 

He stood at the door of the cottage, 
—he had bent to raise the latch. - He 
knew full well the inhabitants of it 


trusted to the well known honest cha- 

* 

racter of the country for their security. 
Here was no precaution taken against 
the midnight robber and assassin y — 
its inmates had laid themselves down 


‘io sleep in innocence and in security ; 
they w€(re not concious of harmingj 
nor possessed even with the wish of 
disturbing the repose of their greatest 
enemy, who now stood at their gate;— 
they were at p(^ace with all the world, 
and they reposed themselves in the 
conviction, that the world was their 
friend, and in the confidence that they 
should agaiu witness the morning's 
blessed light. ‘ The Count had not 
’ courage to raise the latch of their 
hospitable door;—that threshold wae 
♦ hevo* 
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never yet crossed but by friendly 
feet: he h'ad but to knoqlc and awake 
them j they would minister to his 
wants—pour comfort into his afflicted 
spirits—supply him wdth their choicest 
food, and chafe his benumbed and 
frozen limbs before their hospitable 
hearth. They would be bountiful and 
lavish in their giving— yea, and feel 
themselves honoured by his taking. 

While these thoughts crossed Ms 
mind, and prevented his passing the 
doorway, the necessity of takfng their 
lives troubled him. A passing sound, 
which resembled that sad ditty which 
told of the misfortiifles of his house, 
struck his ear. It was Christina, who, 
for an instant, warbled in her sleep. 
It was a faint and momentary sound; 
, yet it fired a train of, qujck assembling 
. > thoughts, which rous*ed the devil that 
slurnbered in his heart. He iolled his 
eye in quest of some obscure aqd-itn- 

• frequented 
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frequefited passage^rr-such as became 
a murderer 1 ') steal through. In the 

* 

back part • of the cottage he observed 
a little wooden shutter a few feet from 
the ground^ which he had no doubt 

his foot in one of the interstices be¬ 
tween the logs which formed the cot¬ 
tage,—he was startled by a tall shadow 
vvhich played oir part of the cottage 
near him.^ He turned his head .with^ 
out moving from his positipn, and 
relieved from his fears by observing 
that it was cast by one solitary pine 
which grew beside the cottage, and 
whose taper summit was now and then 
bowed by the passing breeze. The 
little shutter yielded to the j)ressure of 

bis biind, and in a ^moment lie felt him- 
» # 

self on the flooring of a small cham-» 
ber ;—her- heard in a corner of. the 
roofti the heavy breatliings of one who 

' slumbered ; 


opened intot)ne of the bedrooms. He 
advanced towards it rapidly and placed 
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rshiinbered ; the light was faint and 
only enabled him to distinlguish a small 
bed. The face of the sleeper he could 
not distinguish, but it was sufficient for 
him that it was an Ot(>f who slept 
there ; that peaceful sUimber too which 
denoted the innocent mind troubled 
liiin, and he wished speedily to end it. 
He placed his hand upon his poignard 
ill id was about to advance ;—he pre- 
}>ared himself to become the agent of 
destruction when he was withheld 
he felt himself fearfully enthralled by 
a dread which shook his guilty soul 
with acute howor. He feared to cope 
with the powers of heaven, who watch 
and guard the pillows of the just. 
Was it to be permitted to him to roll 
backward in their course the inscru-* 
table and irresistible decrees of des¬ 
tiny ? Was he to oppose the immutable 
and jn»edestinated course of Events, 
ind ^ay*fo the ocean of future years 

rolling^ 
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rolling® dimy onward, with tliis ami 
will I stay tllee—thus far shalt thou 
come and no farther ? The terrible 
conflict of his soul shewed that he 
feared to be thwarted by the interfe¬ 
rence of the all ppwerful, if he dared, 
to raise his arm against the beloved of 
God. He wtI tiled and shook with 
fear at tlie bare idea of a struggle be¬ 
tween flesh and spirit. While he ad¬ 
vanced across the chamber, cold drops 
stood on his brow, and his knees 

f 

knocked against each other. He 
passed his handr across the bed hastily, 
and it rested upon something warm 
and fleshy; he felt it, and knew then 
It was the face of the sleeper. With¬ 
out a moment’? delay, this horrid as- 
sasrin doubled the pillow down upon 

it—he crushed 'it—there was not a 
« * 

jgpnn. After a faint shuddering of 
the flesh beneath, all was still; he felt 
that forehead again; it was cold,, and 
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the sleeper now reposed in deaths The 
murderer stole out of the ^amber, but 
he dared not look behind him—he 

‘ vi 

feared to meet that fa^e which had 
struggled beneath his bloody hands. 
Pe passed along a dark pa^e which 
i‘ed into the few rooms which the cot« 
tage contained. He took the first door 

I. • 

which presented itself; this room was 
very dark ^—he was directed by the - 
breathing of his victim to the spot 
where it lay* The terror which shook 
his frame, shewed the visions* which 
his guilty conscience had conjured up. 
There was an owl that roosted in the 
old timbers of^the cottage roof, which^ 
uttering a dismal scream, flitted fromi 
its liiding place. The Count started, 
and that note sounded in his ears like 
the blood avenging spirit's voice, whose 
dark pinions moved above hijr unblest 
and sacrilegious head. He felt the 
positiop of the sleeper, and tlien striiok 
vt>L. HI. . N • him. 
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him, as he thought, through the heart, 
his poi|^nard 5 bait thef awakening 
ciy of the sleeper, and the f dden 
bounding uptna his feet of his active 
fo:iri, while he dashed upon the floor 
the trembling frame of the wretched 
Count, and sought to grapple in the 
darkness with his midnight foe, smote 
the miserable man wnth indcscitbable 


horror; he knew th;" voice, he rccog- 
hi2ed him by that ciy, a xl he noww a.: 
iflled with more h r or at die thought, 
that in his ignorance the son miglii- 
murder thj father; then he felt, vdien 
he knew by the voice of Adolphus 
that it was m h?s son’s heart he sought 
to bury his steel. The Count essayed 
to spe' k—his heart was bursting ; he 
felt the torture of the damned, when 
he found I) copld utter ^ o sound of 
^^ttfTering—givp'no relief to his agony, 
li?hich dwelled his heart and boat strong 
in every pulse* The-arm of Adolphus 
* smote 
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smote him rudely j—and kc seiz¬ 

ed the dagger which h^ taiher had 
dropped, and was about. 

Hold !’* exclaimedfthc Count with 
difficulty. “ Do not murder your 

‘‘ wretched fatlier!” 

# 

^‘Horror! horror!’^ rried Adol¬ 
phus. AwaLe^ awake,—Olof*, Cl- 
rica!*' 

Do not, Ad dphus, do not let 
tliese hated naiiies distuib uie in vefy 
dying hoiu. - Acs, I am "^ying, my 
dear son ;—I ieei deati’ hi every 
“ nerve. Vet, "ocn Olof, would 
I die;—I could not now abide his 
» look !*• 

Adolphus threw himself beside tl^e 
Count.—The thought of his father at¬ 
tempting his life, and now dying, per¬ 
haps fiom a blow inflicted by a 
hand, filed him with'nnutteffable hor¬ 
ror.. He raised his father ^om the 
floor,•and placed him on b'j own bed, 

. ' N C • His 
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His ciSes akrmed Olof, Ulrica, and 
Carl, ' ‘They^catiie into thL‘ chamber 
of Adolphus with lights, and \rcre 
filled with terrex at the emotion which 
Adolphus expressed,—and with grief 
and pity, whfen they approached’ the 
bed and recognized in the wretched 
being w^ho lay upon it, the Count 
Magnus Mdrner. They viewed with 
wonder that miserable and ragged 
which he wore.—His wild and 


miserable; looks possessed no trace's of 
that mroily and spirited countenance 
which once was his; and the accom- 
l^liihedi and illustrious nobleman cotiTd 
never be recognized in the ragged 
and half starved wretch who lay ’be¬ 
fore them. The features of his face 
were affected by a slight conViilaive 
^pasm, which denoted the immediate 


^proach of death. His eyes were 
Verted;from the CMof family, and were 
fixed bn those of Adolphus, tfitliwhom 

' ^ ' they 
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they seemed to hold pri' ate converse, 
aiui to rtiwind him of hi^' last request, - 
The son hung with hag^rd. looks over 
him 5 and while he sought for some 
explanation of this fatal and extraor¬ 
dinary occurrence, he was pleased to 
observe that pfeasuie a})peared to be 
the sensation with which his father 
regarded him. 

Adolphus besought Ulrica to pre¬ 
pare something to recover the Couni; 
but the Count, who felt the power of 
death upon him, made a slight motion 
of his hand expressive of his repug¬ 
nance. With great difficulty he said, 

I am dyiitg;—I would not live if 1 
*** could. Nature is exhausted and 

spent. For the last twenty-four 

hours I have not tasted food ;—but 
« it is the violence of my passion 
“ which destroys and JJie shock 
occasioned by great and overpow^r- 
iug emotion, Adolphus,* let'^ 

, ' S 3 ,. your 
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u youf looki ac<niae me.—had no 
** intentioii murdfer you; but wliy 
did not, yo‘u avoid this fatal place ? 
** —for here twice you were near 
laliing a victim to. i .. my hatred of 
the Olofs.^Aye, Olof, you never 
injured me, and yet'I hated you !—' 
It was my fate. If you would see 
the eflPects 'of it, visit the next 
chamber,—and even frqm the grave 
I cry, I hate thee now 
Oh, horrible !** cried Adolphds; 
‘‘ do nqt in your dying hour.,.. ■ 

Ulrica now returned from tlie ad* 

'tf 

joining chamber and interrupted Adol¬ 
phus with her screams of hon'or; and 
when she had acquainted them with 
the dreadful death of Chistina, he felt 
the full horror of his situation. It was 
now but too evident what had been 
the intentions of pis father. He rc- 
^llected the last time that the Count 
hacf visiled the cottage accompanied 

. . ^ . ^hy 
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by Rezzouico, and be forced to 
conclude from his wretched Mier’s ^ 
present Wempt to destroy them, that, 
he must have been privy to the former. 

11 c could not help befug struck with 
the extraordinary interference of Pro¬ 
vidence in his* behalf; and, in the 
midst of his sorrows, it afforded him 
some glimmering of hope to find him¬ 
self not totally neglected by all-seeing 
Heaven. 

Carh ’'i^ko now approached the bed, 
the moment he beheld the countenance 
of the Count, started back and cried, 
Merciful God 1 -—it is llie miserahle 
“ wretch I saved from tlic flood this 
« very evening f * 

“ Peace!” exclaimed Axel* “ 

“ him at least die in peace! may God 
“ forgive him, as I do!” 

The violence of IBrjca’s gmf for the 
untimely end of Christina, choaked 
hei "utterance. She knelt dawn in a 
. • If 4 rciflotc 
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a'emote cornier of the chamber; and 
her broken'^and half-suppiessed sobs 
shewed that grief for the departed 
mingled with her prayers to Heaven 
to support her\inder her afflictions. 

* Axel and Carl stood at the Count^s 
feet, coiitemp|ii|ijLiwg ihb most repulsive 
and horrid imSJge which morrality can 
offer,—a death-bed of guilt and de¬ 
spair ! The wretched man lay in pain 
upon a pillow which was not smoothed 
by penitence. He was abandoned by 
religion, which tranquillizes the suf¬ 
ferer,—and by hope, which lifts the 
veil which covers the bright and glo¬ 
rious prospects of immortality. 

Adolphus supported the head of his 
dying father; and while he leaned 
over him and watched his dim eyes, 
to catch some sign of‘ prayer or token 
oljlitepcntance, pointed with his 
raised arm and vath expressive ges¬ 
ture, tp chat Heaven above, where he 

would 
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would fain direct his fa-^her^s eye, as a 
signal o£ his trust and' belief. Hie-^ 

eve 01 the Count remained unmoved*: 

* • 

whether he had no longer sense to 
discern the movements of those who 
surrounded him, or ^sregarded the 
admonition o?Adolphus, is uncertain. 
In a few minutes his body suffered a 
general convulsion,—and his faco^was - 
changed into a spectacle too hideous 
and terrible fbr contemplation,—-an 
expression which it retained even after 
death had teiminated his dre^adful suf¬ 
ferings, and when his despairing eye 
was closed in the chambers of the 
grave. 

When tlie Count had breathed his 
last,' Axel exclaimed, ” CWi! God! 

^ mysterious and wonder-working are 
** thy ways! He, who would have de- 
stroyed me au^/mine, l\§s dyed his 
“ hands in his owi^blood!—Let those 
“ who hear the tale of your ^oes avoid 
• ^ 5 . the 
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the dark j^ssioil of hatred.—Let 
them seek their happiness .?ind proft- 
perity ratheir by eradicating from 
their hearts the seeds of evil pas- 
siona^ than by seeking to gratify 
^ them by the destruction of theit 
objects*^And, afcove all, let them 
oppose the first advances of vice.— 
Let that man tremble the moment 
“ that he first conceives an unwar- 
I'antable dislike for any human be- 
“ being: for he knows not but vsuch a 
** passion may terminate awfully, and 
set in blood !’* 

Thus die,’^ exclaimed Adolphus, 
and thus be extinguished with thee, 
“ my father, that dark vindictive spi- 
“ rit to which you fell a victim!” 

The sun rose and threw his bright 
rays upon the melancholy group which 
surrounded^,the bo^/ of the Count. 
Axel observed to Auolphus, that it was 
fitting that the body of the decea^d 

Cbiiftt 
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Count isliould bo forthwith borne , to 
the vault of the Mdrnens, in fliddar- , 
holmec^ ^ Adol^hiiB Btat^ted at tliat. 
sound. Riddarholmen conjured up aU 
hig woes, and set thefiS in dark array 

before Mm* It was his wish to follow 

_ _ ^ 

the body of the* deceased Count to tlae 
grave, and pay the last rite to the de¬ 
parted with due honour 5 but tibeW^jte 
Cross Knights^ by whom he was de¬ 
nounced, commanded all the ap* 
proadies of the castle, and opposed an 
insurmountable obstacle to his wish* 
On hearing the objection of Adolphus, 
Axel quickly removed it,*by informing 
the young Count of the strange things 
which Carl reported respecting that 
terrible confederacy of the White Croas 
Knights: “And Prince Charles,*^ said 
Axel, “by the desire of Tigerhfelm, 

“ is coming on waiAqt the head of his 
“ troops, to assist the chief in reduc- 
“ iftg those wlio - mutinied, Into sub- 
^ ^ ^ 6 ^ “ jecfion. 



THE CURSE 


$76 ‘ 

jection, and to seal at iliddarhobnen 
the ^'solem/i covenant which secures 
, the toleration and freedom^ of our 
•^country on its ancient basis. This 
” way the Priiuje comes in his route 
to Riddarholmen.--«llie barks of 
** the'^^easants will aasemble here at 
** aunrrise, to convey his troops across 
“the lake^ and—hark! already the 
** notes of their martial music is 
** wafted over the tops of the moun- 
tains!” 

The words of Axel imparted a con¬ 
solation to Adolphus, for which he 
could not account; and, even in the 
midst of the terrific spet^tacles which 
surrounded him, he nourished the 
germ of hope. He resolved, after he 
had attended the remains of the Count 
to Riddarholmen, to bid a long fare- 
W.el to his country,—to bury in his 
^wn hearrthe me/iory of his sorrows, 
-f^and still them by rushing into the 
^ i)u§tle 
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bustle of some stranj^e arid stirring 
mode of existence,—t j banish himself* 
to s6me distant shore, remote from 
the circle of those who were familiar 
with his name and acquainted with 
his misfortunes; and thus to get rid at 
once of the* contempt of those who 
did not feel, and of the condolence 
of tho«e who only aifected to d^Oi. 


OHAP. 
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t\niat sliaTl he be 'ere uight ?—pcrcliajice a thing 
O'er whii^ the raven flaps 'ner funeral wing; 

By hif closed eye uuh^ed aad unfeit. 

While sets that sun, and dews of evening welt, 

ChlTf wet, and misty round each Btiffened limh, 
Ikfreshing earthy reviving all but him! 

Lone Bveon’s Corsair, 

t 

Xhe boats x^hich were to convey the 
troops of Prince Charles to Riddar- 
liolmen now fined the strand — the 
yellow haired peasants thronged the 
beach in ^busy groups: the bustle of 

\ 

each gallant crew; the shifting of the 
sails j the harsh noise of the tackling j 
and the merry notes with which they 
hailed the rising increased the 
agimiation of the picture. At a con- 
. ^iderable ^d/stance the long line of sol- 
' dleiy 
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iliciy might be disceri^ed by the glit- 

tering^f t-heif arms, as they descended- 
the roSd which wound*ampng the dis*- 
tant hills ; their martial music wa-s 
carried by fits upon the breeze, and 
was replied to by the faint echoes of 
the lake. * 

The bodies of the Count and Chris¬ 

tina were placed on a platformrand ^ 
borne in silence to the boat. The 
merry groups ceased their song, but it 
was only for a moment, while the dead 
were passing. Their eyes were filled 
with inditFerence while they gazed up- 
on the bier. Those cold liearts, which 
but a few h^urs bef(we, throbbed wdth 
hopes and fears ; the countenance of 
liardened guilt-*-and that of beauty, 
which wears its loveliness even ia 
death; the haughty blood too, of a 
long and illustfk^jSs* line 4. all were 
viewed with mute inflifiei'ence. From 
the*contempIation of the Coi!nVs/ace 
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as it lajr uncovered on the bier, each 
* one as it passed seemed to ^veooil in¬ 
voluntarily, and no one dared w look 
upon it twice, 

Adolphus, accompanied by all the 
family of the Olofs, and by the weep¬ 
ing orphan Eric, Christmans child, em¬ 
barked in the boat in whicij the bodies 
wert^ placed. In silence they depart¬ 
ed from the shore, and silently the 
funeral Bark proceeded on its way, 
Adolphus struggled to conceal the 
outward sig'hs of grief, but his ’heart 
was heavy, and a stupor oppressed 
him,, and almost bound up his facul- 
ticSiM He scarcely remarked tlie ex¬ 
traordinary circumstance of Christina's 
remains accompanying the body of his 
father to the family burying vault 5 
and when he noticed it, he could not 
stBimon up energy to re¬ 

quire from Axel explanation of it. 
He resfgiied himsdf passively to that 

chastising 
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chastising God who smpte him: ,and 
he eii(^\£outed with paience and re-*- 
signadon to endure the visitation of 
liis father’s sins. When they crossed 
the lake, and arrived Ut the village of 
Nerlunda, they found it necessary to 
procure some •peasants to assist them 
in bearing tlie dead to Riddarholmen. 
Adol(>i»'is recognized the inhpspitaUe 
place from whence he was driven, with 
a want oi charity uncomiiion in 
den. He averted his looks from tbo 
village churls, as they passed. He 
sighed at t. e bitter reflection that their 
apology was to be fbimcf in the vices 
and crimes ^of the tyrants of his race» 
The awful circumstance of their lord’s 


death should have extinguished that 
hatred which they endeavoured to 
extend beyond the limits of tlie grave# 


His cold remains were treated with 
neglect and indigriiiiy j and thatbeave 


and virtiuous peasantry, «]|<A would 

. liave 
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have covered themselves with mourn- 
mg, and fol[owed jvitfe ^ "vir¬ 
tuous master iQ the grave, not 
to be won with entreaties of bribes,,to 
assist in bearing to the tomb of his 
ancestors ' the clay-cold form of the 
Otice redoubted and terrible Mdrner, 

. Such was the end of a ^yrant I 
it -thus that the expression of strong 
passion, when felt by the vulgar and 
uneducated, is often rudely demon¬ 
strated. . But the feeling pr<^pii^tes 
in all on^ the death of such a ma,^ 
justly too ; whether the exertion of his 

JA 1 

aribitrary sway is confined to the hum- 
bJe circle .of his d9mestics,, extends over 
the narrow capacities of terrified yil- 
hinds, ^ is dignified with the 
attributes of power, and emanates from 
the dazzling but more oppresrive^ cir¬ 
cle of a court. ^ 4 strangers who 
sojourned in the! yihage were pro¬ 
cured tof attend on tiie bier, and when 

" diis 
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thismouniful procession passed through 
the harfilet, a few frigir ed faces \Y^3*e- 
dfecovered clustering behin.d the case* 
ments, or only partly seen within the 
half-opened doors; with an expre^ion 
of horror and reproach, which might 
have been elftited by the sight of 
some wretc|ied malefactor*sbody after 
suffering the forfeit of his crimesi«i-as 
scantily attended too; for even such 
as these are followed by her,, the wjfe 
or mother, whose tenderness, notgoilt 
nor Crime can quench—but ^still fol¬ 
lows that lone mourner, dwelling o 4 i 
him whom die loved and honoured; 
and bedewirfg that bgdy with her« tears 
which love so great, and tenderness 
so exquisite, have redeemed from the 
useless profanation of a severity car¬ 
ried beyond the precincts of the 
grave. ' ^ • 

When they advanteed along the ave¬ 
nue which led to the castlt^ bf Rid- 
* * * . darholmen, 
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darholraen, Adolphus was roused from 
^ his grief bynhe din of arins.^ Adol- 
•phus advanced to^vards tbe^^abbeyt 
and was immediately conducted to the 
quarters of Tigcrhielm. He was in¬ 
formed by the chief of all those oc¬ 
currences which we have already laid 
before the reader, and when Adolphus 
jnx>/<lioned to him the death of the 
Count of Morner, he seemed affected 
i\\ a very powerful manner by the in¬ 
telligence. He tlircw his arms round 
Adolphus, and pressed him to his 
heart. Adqjphus could not divine the 
cause pf this strange emotion. He 
looked again upon tliat terrible being ^ 
be was about to demand an explana¬ 
tion, but his eye sunk overpowered 
by the stern character of his counte¬ 
nance. Tigerhielm' wa^s beginning to 
commuiiic'^te tp Adolphus matters of 
great import, wh€n‘ he was interrupted 
by , tlie %udden ,ii^rj;ival of one of the 

knights 
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knights, who inform ec| hi no that 
Wildebj^nd h^d violated the treaty 
they were about to celelJrate. . 

It appears that Tigj^erhielrh and the 
knights had blockaded Wildebi and and 
his party so strictly, that they were on 
the point of perishing with hunger in 
those subterraneous recesses iti which 
they had taken refuge. At tffls junfc- 
ture, Wiidebrand discovered In the in¬ 
terior ^of the turret, which' was si* 
tuated in the cavern they had jibsses- 
sion of, the secret of that philosopher's 
stone, which was the SQ;Urce of thfe 
immense wealth which Tigerhielm la¬ 
vished in the prosecution of their de¬ 
sign, and which so much excited the 
astonishtoent of the White Gibss 
Knights. A deep and ^cret flight of 
steps, which Wiidebrand accidentally 
discovered, led him to .aft’ ihimense 
depth under the foundation of th^ 
turret ^ at the bottoih of these 

• he 
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he found aiv iron door, Which, witii 
great difficult^, he broke thi^u^'ii be¬ 
yond this door a passage led Idm into 
a vast and iiatuirdl treasuiy, in which 
the riches of the earth had been ac- 
cnmnlating for ages, bave allnded 
to that part of the mine whidi was 
washed for many years by hidden fire. 
Under this great crucible, which con¬ 
tained veins of gold ore of amazing 
richness, the streams of molten gold 
had.depositcd themselves, and m the 
flood of'liquid treasure, which here 
presented itself, the most craving and 
av-aricioiis miser among mankind might 

And food even to satiety. Wildebrand 

1 / 

invited his companions to this spec¬ 
tacle, and they loaded themselves with 
such quantities of the precious metal, 
which was in a condensed state, that 
ctliey coultf scarcely move under tlieir 

<• 

?rhe Laplander was set at liberty on 

this 
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this discovery:, but the apxiety^f poor 
Hernu^ to make his Escape to hi* 
master, was tlie cause of ah event of 


great importance to tli^ besieged. He 
was discovered in the act of removing 
a stone which govered a fissure in the 
I’Ock, through which a secret passage 
communidated under ground with the 
castle of Riddarholmen. Enchanted 


with his discovery, Wildebrand deter,* 
mined to amuse Tigerhielm with*a 
prospect of his immediate surrender, 
while he and his troops should occupy 
tliemselves in attempting to escape with 
their booty. ^ 

Wildebrand and his associates had 


just been driven back behind the ram¬ 
parts of the castle, down the sides of 
which they were secretly descending, 
and their flag of defiance now waved 
from the battlements ol’ the chief to>wei' 
of the castle, while, with th^iy small 

amis, 

/ 
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arms, tJicy dislodged all assailants who 
approached them, 

The troops of Prince Charles^ were 
advancing, and Tigerhiehn felt anxious 
to signalize himself in reducing these 
rash spirits to subjection the Prince 
should witness tlie disgrace to which* 
his own iusti’uments exposed liim ; 
but a danger that awakened all the 
terrible feelings of his heart now me- 
nUced Adolphus. A peril to which 
she was exposed, who was his by that 
terrible' dofible Ue from which his 
mind recoiled with horror. Tigerhielm 
participated in this feeling of Adol¬ 
phus, and so sti'*ongiy, that he ordered 
the attilloiy not to play upon the 
tower, lest a random shot might injure 
that part of the building in whicli 
£dda was concealed. All the hopes 
/ which Ad0lphu4 entertained upon this 
melancholy subject- were placed upon 
Ok.us and Conrad, ^who might, if she 

‘ remained 
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I'/^nuined undiscovered by the b&ieged . 
until nydnight, remove Jher from her • 
perilous situation. The troops under 
the command of Prince Charles were 
now encamped under the walls of the 
castle, but his r<)yal highness had ac¬ 
ceded to the request of Tigerhielm, 
that they should take no part 
contest between the White Cross 
Knights. On either side, they re¬ 
posed on their arms in perfect stillness 
until the hour of midnight should ar- 
rive, when darkness would facilitate 
Edda’s escape. ^ 

Midnight at length approached, and 
with a beating heart A&olphus accom-' 
panied Tigerhielm to their advanced 
post. The night w^as still and cloud¬ 
less, and in deep silence^ the knights 
made preparations for the approaching 
assault. There was a^sentinel placed 
on every flank who watched thq .dark 
low^r. .No light t^uiiikled through fts 
VOL. ill. • o port- 
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portholifes, dn(l from the silence that 
Teigned it might be deemed ths t those 
who bad taken refuge there had fled, 
if the watch had not been so strict. 
Midnight struck, and Tigerbielm gazed 
restless and agitated npon the stars. 
** Look upwards Adolphus,*’ exclaim- 
«»A,be. ** the star of Moraer brightens, 
while mine.... Oh God ! it has the 
redness of blood!” 

« 

The attention of Adoliflius was 
drawn from Tigerhielm’s observations 
by a strange bustle in the courts of 
Riddarholmen, and a ^riek, which he 
trembled to dlink was Edda's, reach¬ 
ed his ear,-~Tigerhielm heard it also. 
** Throw out there quick some balls 
of Greek fire,” excliumed the Chief, 
•• let us see whether these heroes make 
« war upon women!” 

In a moWnt the blue light of the 
fire-ba?4 tinged every object around, 
atid along the battlements of that 

gloomy 
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gloomy tower several of the ,be§i€g§rt^ 
knight^ ift their coats-'of dark mail 
were seen running in (Jisorden One 
of them bore in his ^arfme a fornj of 
dazzling whiteness^, U^e contour* pf 
her figure resembled ISdda*' and the 
lifeless hanging-of her limbs she:wed 
iliat she had faiixtecU? : 

Oh <Jod I’* exclaimed Adolphus, 
it is she he could utter up mpre ; 
but, with a despei'ate rpsdutioiift.^fv&s 
rushing, forward, M'hea Tigerhieli^,cix>* 
(kimed, stop that rnaniac whet 
would destroy himself, the la^t pf 
<• an illustrious line !’*. . ^ 

Adolphus was heM-dwn.bjr n^u 
foi*ce by several knights,' pursuit to 
the orders of Tigerhielm. The be¬ 
siegers commenced firing againstr the 
ic*wer part of the tower, bpt/Jig^r- 
hielm ipstandy ordered itTfo cea^, 
o\) account of the danger of its Jaking 
Iti e, ix\ tlieir maga^ime of powder w^s 

. o 2 * ' placed 
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placed underneath that tower. The 
/flashing of swjDids Wfis now he^irci in 
the dLection the tower; hrNballs 
w^ere aguiii thrown oiit, and a man 
was perceived fighting witli the be¬ 
sieged. and bearing"Edda in his arms. 
He moved along .the‘l&attlenienU in 
despite of their opposing weapons ; 
• tijose who intently gazed up¬ 

on that sight beheld him droop with 


weakness. I will advance to his as- 
“ sistance,’* cried Tigeihielm, but 


at youc peril let no one follow me \ 
this is a service of danger!" 
Itny^'Contad who had watched over 
Edda*s biit the becieged were 

too watchftltf^to allow him to succeed 


in effecting Bel* escape. The moment 
they beheld them emerging from the 
secret apartments they descended and 
bore the afiright<jd Edda from his pro¬ 
tection.. Conrad^,was made prisoner 
by theniir but he seized an opportunity 
" ^ which 
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svliich the negligence erf liif guanK 
gave yim*; he sprting M)in their grasp, 
and arming liimself \\ith ni.c of* thci! 
weapons which he snatched, lie rush¬ 
ed forward and seized Jidda’s alnios^ 
lifelesj form. |Ie fought against Wilde- 
hrand, who was his chief aSsailanl, 
witli a vigour which was animated In 
revenge and despair; and when, choak- 
cd with passion, Wildebrand ordered 
him to surrender, or he should "no 
longer spare him, Coijrad threw from 
his forehead the band w'hicR covered 
the terrilic inscription, ’and bade him 
read there his answer and hia fate. 
When the word^death met fhe eyes of' 
Wildebi and, he tremble^d* and recog¬ 
nized that Co7irad whom in early lifts 
he had disgraced. 

^ 'll, ’) 

Edda, wliom Conrad stijl bpre on 

one arm while lie foiiglTt with the 

other, had savqd 1dm from suffering 

from tlie utmost exertions or his^ene- 

. • • 

. o fl • . mies; 
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Tiiies; J>ut ,the word wa& fcow ghcii 
iio longer to sj>are even her j fch* Cori- 
fad, while theh* swords fell so tightly 
on his breast of mail, had descended 
.several flights of stairs which wound 
within the tower: and as the number 
of his adversaries, who followed him in 
his flight, only encumbered each other 
* i/jnJiC' pursuit, it was possible that 
be might reach some door which com- 
mtmicated with the body of the castle, 
and thus baffle their attempt?, by r^aSch- 
ing some' of the remote chambers of 
that extensive building ; from vrhence 
he might easily escape over the ram¬ 
parts to the camp of his friends. Pass¬ 
ing one of Ihd* loop-holes of the tOAver, 
the combatants were arrested by a ter¬ 
rible voice, Vhich called from the out¬ 
side door of the forties?, ** Hold! or 


“ perish 1^** Each arm fell unnerv ed, 
^ JPS each bosom was thrilled with fear 
that Sound.' AVildcbrand thrusfhis 
. ^ "bead 


4 
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head ibrough the port-hole and beheld 
Tigerl^elm who stood the^grouni 

under|the walls of the tower j he held 
In one hand a lighted match, and in 
the other a train of wildfire. 

«< Wildebr^dl*^ cried Tigerbielm, 
I have sworn to Edda, or 

♦« perish in the attempt: hear me, 
therefore, and hear all ye 
kniglits who never heard me talk in 
** vain, I have fixed this train in our 
** j^wder magazine, which is depo- 
sited under the foundations of this 
** tower. It will take exactly five mi- 
•• nutes to kindle the 'raagazjne and 
*• blow yoifc all piecemeal to heaven. 
“ 1 have barricaded the door of the 
** tower on the outside. You cannot 
** therefore descend in time to escape. 
I now ihe train with the match. 
—Deliver up Edda, and I stamp 
out the burning tjain with my foot. 
«* Disobey the orders of ypwr chief, 

\) 4 * ‘••who 
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who nayif commands you to set lier 
^ “ freci and^ he will never he disgraced 
by rebellion^a%ain; for here becomes 
to perish with you!** 

The hear^ of «eacli soldier shrunk at 
these dreadful words; they looked out 
and beheld the t^ain Papidly consum¬ 
ing, S^'hile Tigerbielm stocrf with calm 
♦-iitr^idity awaiting their answer. Se¬ 
veral of the soldiers attempted to make 
their escape, and dreaded to await the 
le^arful crisis,^ while others lingered to 
carry with them their precious Spoil, 
and thus lost \he time which was so 


much more valuable to them. The 
soldiers paid no attentic\n to Conrad 
and Edda, who, from t^e moment the 
voice of Tigerhieim was lieard in parley, 
endeavoured to maSe good their escape. 
Wildebrand remained still at the port- 
hole.^ “ I sivear by all that*s sacred,** 
^replied he,'“**to set ifidda free.—Call 
to fie sentinels (if the v/atch fcr a 

I - scaling 
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scaling ladder, and we will fiot mo- 
** lesyief in her descent: !** 

** You swear this upon your solemn 
oath^^* and on the^ faith of a true 
“ hni^t?” e3i;claimefl Tigerhielm. 

“Upon my path I swear, and by a 
“ true knight’s faith,” returned Wil- 
debraud, “ and" no\y e:xtinguish the 
train!” ^ V ^ 

“ To the words of the brave I give 
“ f}uth/’ cried Tigerhieltn; ev^n 
“ thus then I extinguish the train!” 

“ Is it quite extinguished,??’ de¬ 
manded Wildebrand. • 

“ Entirel^i,” replied Tigerln^lip# 

“ Thus then', I thSnh you,” cried 
Wildebrand, whq rested his harqqe- 
buss on the embrasure; ajiid shot Tig^r- 


hielm through the body. ,. , . 

Several knights, who had followed 
their chief at a distance, iiTdefiance of 
his orders, ran up to the spot where he 
qp hcaringthf report of ^lie hgir- 
. o 5 • . cji^ebtiss* 
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yuebusi!^. ^^ildebrand exulted iu the 
iiavage revengp he had takeiA lie 
pointed .out to ‘his soldiers the bbdy 6f 
the chief^ and the extinguished train. 
** It is thus,” cried Wildebrand, we 
“ have revenged our injuries.—Wc 
“ may now rest in safety, even over 
** Uie powder magazine; for there is 
another Tigerhielm in their 
‘‘ camp.** 

The soldiers were re-assured by 
these words ; and seveiai returned 
when in ihe act of 1/fetting themselves 
drop from th,e battlements, and they 
cheerfully obeyed the orders of Wilde¬ 
brand, who commanded them not to 
molest the knights who bore away 
Tigerhielm to his tent $ but to search 
the lower rooms of the tower for tlie 
fugitives Conrad and Edda, ‘who had 
escaped from their sight during the 
l^confiision of the last few moments. 

♦ * • i 

Wild%fcrand and his companions 

' wbre 



OF ULRICA., -jg*) 


were on the brink of a precipice at 
Ibis ve/y moment, w^ien they aban--» 
cloned ^themselves to the wildest ex-* 


cesses, and indulged in the loudest de* 
monstrations of joy at their triumph. 


A slumbering sjpark, a thread of fire^K 
almost too minute for the organs of 


->ense to de^^ ^ct, yet lived in that fatal 
train. Its pn^ress, as it crept^doiig^ 


the extended train, was slow and in 


visible—but it soon exhibited its fatal 


effects. Within the tower the besieged 
liad found a storil^ of provisions and 
wine; and these famished men now 
made amends for their long fast* After 
the most accurate search, they had not 
succeeded in discovering Conrad and 
Edda.. They washed away the me¬ 
mory of their disappointment by large 
draughts of wine, and the noise of 
their songs and riotous mirth reached 
the ears of the s^tinel of that mourn¬ 
ful camp, which, by its silence 

0 6 • / 5trated , 
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strate4 its .respect for its dying chief¬ 
tain. Adolphus was bending hfev the 
9^ Tig^rhielm^ who hail been 
conveyed to the tent of Prince Charles^ 
(which was nearer than his own,) and 
.attentively jtratching the countenance 
ibf Father Laurentius, who was probing 
the wppnds. of his patient* when the 
cheadful explosion of the powder ma¬ 
gazine attracted tlie attention of the 
whole canip. The curtain^ of the tent 
were drawn aside,, and thg wounded 
hero gatted upon the sight. The 
spectacle was^grand, and even sublime. 
The dreadful Jthunder of the explosion, 
—the volume of red ancl bickering 
flame which streamed on the dark 
blue of heaven,—the burning ruins* of 
that dark tower thrown high in the 


air, and then falling with a stunning 
noise upon ^e earth,—and with these 
the distinct appewahce of each hor¬ 
rible rejihpant of life,, such as the eye 

of' 
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of th^ nearest sentinel obsei^ed—the 
quiveriitg trunk - the blasted lim^s, 
and^scattered ineinbers—and even the 


notes of that unnaturaf mirthj^ whicli 
the instantaneous death groan quench¬ 
ed, lingered Jong upon his ear* 

Two figures were seen hastily ad¬ 
vancing from the teririble fire to the 

tv ^1^^ ® 

tent of Prince Charles. It was the 

€ 

brave Conrad, who bore Edda to tlie 
tent, and who no s^ooner resigned* his 
charge to Adolphus, than he fell upon 
the floor, covered with blodfl. 

Edda, whom thh late events had so 
mncli overpowered, as to render her 
neariy insensible, ^6W Uiifclosed her 
^yes,languidly, and when she beheld* 
Adolphus, in whose arms she lay, she 
exclaimed, “ Oh God! it is he!—^it is 
“ my husband !'* 

“ Oh !' call me not b 3 rthat fatal and 
terrible name said Adolphus, 
i^olving tenderly upon her.) • 

• r ‘‘ "^hy; 
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Why, iwy lord ?” cried ^xel 
warmly, who had followed Edda into 
the tent; is it then true the repirt I 

have heard, that you have seduced 
“ this maid, and now desert her? are 
** you not her husband ?*’ ^ 

Oh God! cried Adolphus, 
spare me—drive rhe not mad with 
♦^horrors!—I adore her—aye, and it 
is true I married her — but, oli 
God! how shall I declare it ? I am 
‘‘ the husband of my own sister!” 

Tigerhieim raised himself upon his 
couch at these®extraordinary words; 
nor could thO solicitations of Lauren- 

c 

tius induce him ^to keep quiet. 

' Axel Olof fell on his knees, with 
joy painted on his countenance, I 
thank thee, oh my God!” cried be; 
“ thou hast not deserted me, nor 
l^ougli^ thef* grey hairs of honoura- 
age to shame J^and this young 
Iprdf wii^m I suspected of disgrac* 

ing 
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ing me and dishonouring child^ 

‘^ lie^has been bowed to the earfti 
wAh sorrow, when* I imagined he 
“ was goaded by the sting of a bad 
** conscience. Oh ho! may the guilt 
“ of his father never come upon 
“ him! V ’ 

Great God! ” cried Adolphus, 

“ what means this joy? speaK, Axel, 

“ relieve me from this curse —tell me 
“ I may hold this adorable womau in 
“ my arms, and gaze on her without 
“ hoiTor . . 

“ Not a curse, but a bkssing may 
she prove,” replied :Axelfor 
** know tfiat she k my daughter; a 
‘‘ descendant of that Ulrica, whose • 
“ curse can mw, m longer prevail 
‘‘.against your house.. But you, my 
** lord, must have alreacjiy expiated the 
“ sins of your ancestors^ your piety, 

“ your benevoIei3<!e, your youthful 
“ sufferings, must have bee* h 

■ ■ r 


worthy 

offerings 
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“ ofleriTfg In the ey s of God| and 
“ muasiuely have disainieiT heaven 
of its vengeance !” 

Axel, in a few ^yords, explained this 
mystery to the delighted Adolphus. 
The Countess Eleonora, h,s i> o her,was 
never influenced by the unextinguish¬ 
ed ^hatred of the Count towards Olof 
and his amiable family. She resi)c*ctcd 
and esteemed the valuable qualiues of 
thesis virtuous peasants, and her kind¬ 
ness was repaid by them with a fervour 
and devotedness, which was afterwards 
(lemonstrated by a remarkable sacri¬ 
fice which they made to her peace of 
mi»d. The Counfess had nearly sunk 
under her affliction, when deprived by 
Jier obdurate lord of the society and 
Con^fortofher first-born, and she con- 
c<|rted with Axel and his wife a plan 
ito deceive tli6 Count on the birth of 
liter n^xt child j and to gratify those 
maternal fl elings which pined for the 

frequent 
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frequent contemplation of its offspring. 
IJfric^had brought forth Echfa nearly 

9 

at th^ same time the ,Countess gave 
birth to Christina. The Countess pre¬ 
vailed upon Ulrica to substitute Edda 
for Christinas It wasnot-the ambi¬ 
tion of haviifg« their daughter splen¬ 
didly adopted, so much as a wish 
arising in the hearts of these gqpd peai- 
sants to alleviate, as far as they had 
power to do so, the miseries which had 
been entailed, through the means of 
their ancestor, on the Count’s unfor- 
tunate family, >vhich induced them to 
part with their child. Whenever the 
Countess amvedat Riddarholme'n, she 
was always gratified by ■ the regular 
visits of Christina; and the only bad 
consequence of these frequent es¬ 
trangements from what sKe thought 
her parent’s humble rOof, was the op¬ 
portunity it afforded Baron Kruzen of 
cenrupting her romantic inind^ whose 

deatii 
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death -w>uld have brought Christiua 
In jwiitow to’ the grave, if beiH lather 
hiid not carried his fatal intentiqn into 
f>Beot. The accidental discovery of 
Jidda's black cress, which Carl found 
'm the abbey, where she had dropt it 
on. the night of lier inarxiage, convinc-j 
cd Axel, who recognized the cross as 
the vei^y one he placed upon the neck 
of his infant daughter when he parted 
will) her, that aha had returned to her 
native country, and must have been 
in all probgbility in the neighbourhood 
of Riddai'bolmen* When Adolphus 
I'elated to the Olofs the events of his 
life, the emotion of Axel»and Ulrica 
betrayed their recognition of their 
o\vn child, in the JEdda whom Adol¬ 
phus adored« But the indignation of 
Axel may be readily conceived, when 
a short time after Adolphus's last, ar¬ 
rival at his cottage, he was informed 
by the J-utberan priest, that be had 

performed 
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performed the i^aaniRge ceremony 
which *u^Ited Adolphus and Edda^ 
for he^drew in his own^mind the coi^ 
elusion that Adolphus would deny the 
the celebration of air imperfect cere¬ 
mony, and had for ever ab^doned 
-his wife. WlfeU convince^ too that 
she was the daughter humble pea¬ 
sants, Axel feared that the prigudices 
of nobility might deprive his child of 
her happiness and honouri and dic^raca 
the latter years of his existence. 

Adolphus interrupted AxeFs apo¬ 
logy for procrastinating^ his explana¬ 
tion, owing to the reasons we have 
detailed, by exdaiming, look up 1 
** awake ! my Edda! my wife f * He 
tenderly elapsed Edda^ who had faint¬ 
ed, in his arms, and awoke her with 
fervent kisses. 


Laurentius, who left Tigerhielm for 
a few moments, in order to examine 
Cohrad's woundj pronouncedit but a 

^ sK<rht 
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^ sUght ^contusion; had receiv ed 
■it £'om one qf* the^uurning fragments 
Adiich fell. up®n him, as he eficaped 
from one of the passages which led 
irom the castle to the ramparts. 

When Edda had nearly recovered 
from her awoon, Adolpiius gently im¬ 
parted to her the secret of her birth, 
and while’die knelt to Olof and de¬ 
manded his blessing, the^ enraptured 
Adolphus cried out, “ Oh! would that 
‘‘ Montbazon were present !-^he alone 

if wanting to complete dur happi- 
“ ness!*’ * 

A deep groan from Tigerhlelm now 
attractol their attentioiii* They ap- 
proaefed i. his couqh,^ and grouped 
themselves round it, looking anxiously 
upon him, dreading that he had breath¬ 
ed bis last. He looked up to Adol¬ 
phus, and hjg eyes were animated with 
a brighter expression. I have now,’’ 
exdlaime^ ^ Itiomentary re- 
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spite from .Ad^lpliua, 

“ unL>.ray heimeL!, rnethinks if* 
paiii^i tae !** • • 

Adolphus carefully ;took off that 
terrible visor. 

“ Oh heavens!'* cried Adolphus, 
starting back,* .when he beheld the 
conTUenance which was concealed un¬ 
der it .. “ Montbazon!!!’’ ■ ^ 

** Nay, dearer than that name j for 
“ know, Adolphus, I am Waldein^r, 
“ thy uncle—the elder brother of your 
fathe*, whom he sought to assassinate 
** for liis birch-right. Ayp ! Adolphus, 
“ *tis true! A faithful servant, with 
“ whom I Ifad exchanged habits for 
“ the purpose of flying in disguise be- 
“ yond the Baltic, w'as murdered by 
“ villains, who took him for his mas- 
“ ter. The tide of life is ebbing! 
“ and I would dediQite the few rrio- 
“ ment^ which remaiji to you. /idol- 
phus, there is no longer hc|)e ! the 

? star 
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star bf thy early friend sets ii| blood ! 
•• and this evening’s dew ’^vill batl^e 
** the green turf of his grave! ''J'hose 
** who speak in, charily of me here- 
** after, imist say, I ever lived for 
others, rather than f^r myself^—and 
** ill the caus^ of general good I pc- 
rished* If I have brought w oe upon 
my country, and caused its mothers 
to weep, it was to secure the free- 
*dom of her sons. And if in the 
means of performing this great deed 
** I may not have been entirely jus- 
** tified, let 'censure be stilled *by re- 
fiecting, that my life fell a sacrifice 
by the hands ?>f my ow n guilty ii!- 
** struments!” 

The chief w^as int<5rrupted by the 
appearance of several of the White 
Cross Knights at the door of the tent,, 
who came afid inquired affectionately 
how he felt aftef the dressing ofh's 
wound. CTic!:erhielm. ordered tlicm to 

ii ' f 

be 


4 
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be adii|itted within the tent, aiiitf when 
he saw their surprise at discovering 
Montfeazori in the habifimehts of their 


chief, he exclaimed, “ yes, my friends, 
^tis that desf)iSed Montbazon, who 
** excited yoiy adtuirgiion and almost 
your idolatry, by" adopting a simple 
means of deceiving your under- 
standings, which enthusiasm had 
warmed and superstition weakened! 
You rejected a man of simple cou- 
rage and plain words—you iinggin- 
ed that great effects requited mar- 
vellous means — you* expected a 


ti 

94 


chief who had won from mysterious 
nature her secrets—your imagina- 


tions were fired, and ye believed 
** that the wonders of old time were 


*« to be renewed for the benefit of 
your conversion. Ye would not 
** believe, unless one rc^e from the 


** ejead ... 1 saw yotir weakness, and 
took advantage ofit« Froj^ an^ex- 

• f ** tensive. 



Tax cup.sr. 

, tensile kfiowledge of chemistry, 
possessed the means of discovering 
‘‘ a woliiiciTul ’'seat of riches ill the 
“ bowels of the earth, which enabled 
“ me to make ye believe I was po3- 
“ sessed of the secret of the philoso- 
“ plier^s stone. It is described in my 
papers, addressed to Adolphus, now 
*• Count of Morner, and his share oi 
“ the treasure will again raise his fa- 
rhily to splendour. My acqiiain- 
“ tance .with all the secret ways of 
this place, which I had often ram- 
*♦ bled through when a child, gave me 
the means of sulq)rising you with my 
“ sudden approa^he^. A Laplander 
who was placed by a confident of 
“ my brother’s (a wretch of the name 
“ of Herman) to feed a miserable 
“ captive in one of the vaulhs, assisted 
me in the labours of my mystery; 

** arid as his fongde had been cut out 
'* by my ^brother’s orders to prevent 

€ 4 ^ 

4 
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him betraying his secret, fee was 
well adapted, for th^ keeping of" 
“ mm^ I have, ho^iever, in this 
deed, only taken the advantage 
“ which strong minds are enabled to 
‘‘ exercise over weak ones. I have 
done my duty (^without injuring 
“ any one) to you all—^and sought to 
please you after your own fa^hion^ 
“ My strength is flowing fast.... 

“ Adolphus, let not your mind )be 
“ weakened by useless credulity. There 
“ is nothing miraculous has occurred 
“ to you, which I cannot e 3 fplain. 

“ I assumed the disguise of the wan- 
“ dering Jew*at Leipzig, for the pur- 
pose of discovering whetlicr Wilde- 
“ brand possessed any vice which 
might disqualify him frQin becoming 
” the husiband of E'dda. You recpl- 
lect the gambling transaction which 
“ opened my eyes, and^ saved her from 
becoming alfianced to a vill^ih. 

VC?*; 1*1. V ** perceived 
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** perceived from the state of your 
mind, that you were easily ^affected 
by miraculous events. I had reason 
“ to. believe that the letter directed 
to my brother, which I was iii- 
formed you kept carefully conceal- 
** ed, contained the secret of my bo- 
ing still alive. It was of the ut- 
** most importance to my safety that 
“ my brother should remain ignorant 
<5, of my existence. Your vigilance 
frustrated my attempt; but I bad 
“ reason to believe after my arrival in 
Sweden, *that my brother derived 
no such information from that letter. 
“ Chance discovered tO me Wilde- 
‘‘ brand’s design of having you assassi- 
nated, and I assumed the Jew’s 
habit to give a more impressive 
effect to that warning, which saved 
“ your lifi^. you beheld me crossing 
“ your chamb^ at Cronberg—for I 
“ was ^hat vision who endeavoured to 
r . ** awaken 
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awaken repentance in your MierVs 
bosom ;• and* it was# I also who 
crossed the chamber •of ‘Arvedina, 
in my way from the turret of Olaus ; 
for the sound of your voice had 
reached my retreat and given me 
cause of alarm. ^Twas my voice 
murmured in the anti-room your 
name—a simple exclamation of sur¬ 
prise on disovering that the stranger 
Olaus harboured was Adolphus. "It 
suited not with my plan to make 
you a member of our confederacy 
at that time when the power of 
Montbazon was declining . . Alas! 
I am very faint.. and yet a few 
more words! for I wish that when 
the hero dies the philosoplier may 
live. The tiansformalian of my 
features and my voice was partly eft 
fected by tlie helirfet, "and by an 
elixjr of sovereign power, which, by 
a chemical process,... 0\i (Sod !#* 
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Hefe the chief fell backY'ard on 
his couch, Sind a torrent of blood 
gushed from his throat. ^ 

“ Oh heaven ! I must clasp him ’ere 
‘‘ he dies,” cried a female from an 
inner division of the tent. 

Prince Charles came forward, and 
in vain endeavoured to prevent her 
approach. A majestic stature, and a 
countenance divine, even in years, 
pioclaftned her the Princess Albertina', 
the belqved of Waldemar, whose at- 
tachmeht nor years nor sufferings had 
abated. The exiled Waldemar, had 
believed, unfortunately, in the ac¬ 
counts of her inconstancy, which his 
brother first propagated. But when 
Montbazon discovered himself to Prince 
Charles, who had always been his 
friend, the prince acquainted his fa¬ 
vourite sister \^ith the return of Wal- 
f^emar, and shediad accompanied her 
"brotheawith the intention of joining 
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him at Riddarholmen. While the good 
monk was*endeavouring 4:0 relieve th5* 
chief, ^the Princess sto^^ped opposite 
Conrad, and gave a loud shriek: those 
who surrounded her imagined the fatal 
inscription on Ijis brow had caused' it. 
fi ut she pointed to a* mark on his neck 
which was stript for the purpose of 
dressing the wound, and excimmed, 
** It is he!—the indelible sign! with 
which I marked my son *efe tli«y 
stole him from me ! Oh God! this 
unfortunate is my long lost Ison ! 

The Princess threw Kerself beside 
Conrad, who saw himself with surprise 
acknowledged by his illustrious parent. 
The child had been dragged from the 
arms of‘ its mother by the satellites of 
Prince Eric, and was, when grown up, 
sold by that barbarian to an officer 
who was recruiting Tor«one of the 
Pri^^ces ofrGermany.i 
The chief had recovered from.the 
. r 3 • ^ effects. 
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effects«of so fatal a loss of blofd; but 
bis dissolution was *i>ow hourly ex¬ 
pected. ‘ * 

Towards morning the sentinels of 
the outposts sent in a prisoner whom 
they intercejrted in malting his escape* 
It was Herman, who had concealed 
himself in the ruins of the abbey until 
hunger forced him to go forth. When 
he entered tlie tent, he started back 
the ^ sight of the wounded chief, 
who recalled to his recollection the 
countenlince of that Waldemar, whose 
murder lay sd heavy on his conscience; 
but when informed it was Waldemar 

I 

himself, bis gloomy brow was cleared, 
and he threw himself on his knees, and 
asked pardon for the attempt he had 
made on his life. Waldemar looked 
kindly on him, but he had lost the 
power of speech. He made a sign to 
Adolpbus, signifying that4ie should 
t ' extend 
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extendf mercy to Herman* Herman 

now clunfp to the knees of AdolpIitiS, 

• 

who l-aised him with* as^rances of 
pardon, and demanded who was the 
aged prisoner who had been discovered 
in the abbey ^vaults. Herman repli¬ 
ed, that he was thh eldest son of the 
Prince De Zaremberg, whom the Count 
had immured in a dungeon, *on dis¬ 
covering his intrigue with the Coun¬ 
tess. Having been taken iri an* at¬ 
tempt to escape from the cloister 
prisons where Adolphus Rad been 
confined, he w^as, by the orders of 
Corrnt Mdrncr, consigned to that iron * 
cage, where he w?is discovered by 
Adolphus. We sfiall anticipate his ‘ 
fate by observing, that he was reco¬ 
vered by the skill of Laurentius, and 
proved a consolation to the declining 
Prince in his grief fftr t!ie abandoned 
li^ and awful end of Wildcbrand. 

p 4 * ,Dnv 
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Dayoiow began to dawn; y^t the 
gi’Oiip of mourners had not quitted 
tile couch of the warrior. « 

There was a passing bell now tolled 
in the castle; and oldOlaus came forth 
to inform Adolphus of the death of his 

mother. He gave free scope to the* 

* ^ 

tears which this event drew from him; 
but thej were the last tears which grief 
caused him to shed for many years. 

ij-dolphus signed the covenant with 
Prince Charles, which gave religious 
freedom to his country, and the dying 
hero kissed it&with a smile of happi- 
* ness, which was the last token of sen¬ 
sibility which beamed on This counte¬ 
nance. He felt his extremities waxing 
cold; and he made a sign that the 
White Cross Knights should elevate 
his body upon a bier, formed by their 
harquebusses,. resting on each other’s 
shoulders* They gently raised him as 

he 
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he directed, and bore him jinto the 
open^aifl^ in order that he might die-in 
the midst of warriors. • 

The afflicted Princess and Prince 
Charles, Adolphus and Edda, Conrad, 
Olaus, and the Olofs, followed him 
through the ranks of the White Cross 
Knights, in silent grief. The dim eyes of 
the hero gazed sternly upon the ruins of 
the tower, and upon the dark remains 
of his foes. He viewed 4he glittering 
array and dazzling front of the sol¬ 
diery, and he seemed loath to with¬ 
draw his eye from that^prospect which 
grew fainter and fainter to his vision; 
“but he averted them from the sight 
of his brother's curse which was ex-, 
posed for some time to view: and it 
was remarked that it was placed be¬ 
tween tliose sterile and blasted firs, 
the gloomy memorials of the crimes of 
his ancestors, wlych were the only 

mourning 
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moiirnin;; figures which surround-^d it. 
When the sun stood ovei the kills and 
glowed in the lalce—tlie hero breaihed 
his last sigh !— 

The soldiers who were busied in 
conveying from the imins of the tower 
the heaps of the dead,—those who bore 
the body of the Countess to the abbey 
to lay it in state,—and they who were 
lowering the coffins ol the Count Mag¬ 
nus, and his-^daughter Christina, mto 
their silent grave, - paused a moment 

V 

from their toil, and gave a tear to the 
memory of that'^extraoidinary man. 

■ The peasants, whom so many strange 
occurrences had drawn from their 
homes around tlie castle, jo.n‘d in the 
general affliction. They looked wdth 
wonder and amazement upon that 
strange scene, and upon that hard bed 
of death, but. .. their attention was 
soon attracted by another object,vdiich 

filled 
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nlleil them with still g^'ptex^ astonish- 
ineijt:* they'beheld the beams of the 
suit streaming upon ‘Jiai black land— 
and gilding with the flood of his glory 
—tlie dark towers and spires of Rid- 
darhohnen Castle! 
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NOTE I. 

Evil Nornies .—Page 2. 

' Near the fountain, :*vhich is under the ash, 
stands a very beautiful city, wherein dwell 
*• three virgins named C/rda, or the past; Per- 
dandif or the rBcsfNT , Skulda, or the FU- 
TUBE. These are they who dispense the ages 
** of men: tjjey are called Nornies, that is, fairies 
or destinies. But there are indeed a great 
many others besides these, who assist at the 
birtfe of evef^T' child, to determine its fate. 
**'Some are of celestial origin; others descend 
from the ge^nii; and others from the dwarfs; 
as it is said in these verses ‘ there are Nornies 
" of different originals : some procee<l from the 
** gods, some troin the genii, and otheis from 
dwarfs.* Then, says /Gangler, * it these Nor- 
Dies dispense the destinies of men, they arc 
very unequal in their distribution; for some 
are fortiinate and wealthy; others acquire 
neither riches nor honours; some come to a 
good old age, while others die in their prime 
of life.’ Har aijswers, *' the Nomies, who art 
sprung of a good origin, are good themselves, 
and disp^.use good d^tinies: but those men 
'* to whom misfortttoes happen, ought to ascribe 
V * tlxeu 
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tli^m to the evil Nornies or |?iinc//'—Ti^e Sih 
fable of ^he Ed(ki, pa^e 51.^ 

JViaUet. in Ins note or^ this passage, ih his 
^Rortbern Antiquities,” observes, “ I^re wc 
have a complete tb«^)ry of fairyism In this 
passage of the liidda wc have the biid and germ 
(as it were) of what the ancient romances and 
poptilar .sup*r&tjri,.rtis have so rvifiely branch- 
ed and applied to such a variety of things ** 

It is supposed that the Nonia* of the hdda are 
the same w^ith the fPdrd Sisters so famous in 
Gothic history and romance. The conjecture is 
plausible, and may be suppoittd^on the foilowing 
authority :—the word Fv'pb, signifies fatum, 
fortuna, &c. - Vide Lye Dictionarum, Saxonico- 
Gothico-Latinum, Vide also Chaucer in Troilus, 
lib. 3, wheie is u&cJ to express fata. 


NOTE II. 

% 

lj\ldchrand had ^iven orders, in one of their expe¬ 
ditions, to set fire to the abbey, &c .—Page 1 lir. 

The horrible excesses committed in*the name 
of religion sully the history of this period, and 
are too well authenticated, ^nd too generally 
known to require to be dilated on. The holy 
s-ec was too remote from these cliques, and its 
pow^r too much in the wane^ to produce afly effect 
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in quelling f^ie hfe^^sy of the north. Yet tl^c Va- 

ticarT issued its thunders against tits enemies, and 

• * * * % 

the x^uncio Possevini^ was dispatched to afd the 

efforts of the Pontifl’s friends, and to give con¬ 
solation to those who si^ffered from the persecu¬ 
tions of the heretics. There is extant a bull 
of the Pope (Gregory XIII) addressed on this 
occasion to the abbess and nuns of the ancient 
abbey of Wadstena, then lately re-established 
by the kin^. The following extract exhibits 
some of the dangers the fair sisterhood was ex¬ 
posed to : ** Ad Catkarinam Gylta, Abbatissam 

Vatut, €t SordflJ-^conventualex illas qua laudat, 
religionem et castitatem, sub hetreticorum per- 
** secutionibqs, instar rosarum inter spinas scr- 
** vantes intemeratas : et per Nuncium Posse- 
'' vinum missum ipsis visitatorem, bullam iisdem 
" offert pro imminente Jubilaeo, &c.*' — Vide 
Apparatus ad Historiagi Sveo-Githicam^ &c. 
p. 221. Auctore Magno a Cclse. 


NOTE III. 




The iniroduefion of the religion of the church of Rome 
should be abandoned for ever, &c.—Page 213. 

John III. had made several attempts to bring 
his subjecl^s under the foke of the Pontiff, hut 
fortunktely for hh country his intolerance was 
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the effect* of a weak and bigoted^ mind 3 and hi» 
ignorance of the arts of persecu ion was exppsed 
and l?/ncflU'(l by Posscviiuis, the Pope’s Nuncio. 
Thetollowing extract is froio a Swedish historian 
of the fiist authority.—“ Ant. Possevinus ^Nun- 
cius A post.) Stockholrniam ingressus, ut Cac- 
saris, non Pontificis Uomaui, oiator magni- 
fice suscipitrr, et mox Regem Kcginamquc 
congressusj ipsos nomine Greg(»rii ainanter • 
conipcllat : qnando prjEterea luculenter probat 
** literal is productis, aniinuni Ue-^is Johannis Ca- 
** tholicae stndiosuni religionis in Sve(ia propo- 
gandae, Poniifici magnopere i^ceie, sed mo- 
“ d«»i piopagationis salte,m displicere i. ideoque 
siiaderc, ut, remota I i/pocrisi, reliiiionis nc- 
gotio ncquaquam convciiente, jialani, catho- 
“ Heze fidci causam susciperc' defcndeiiddm inque 
Svecia promovendam.”— Messcniiis SconUia 
iustraUij dic. 7. p. 50 , ad ann, 1577 . 


THE END^ 


PTinted by Cox aud Baylis, ^ 
CTtAt QjecQjSuwtj Lincoln’j-Inn-Flfldt,* 









